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Plaxton Paramount 3500 Volvo BIO MGL MKIIl 


53 reclining seats or 49 reclining seats with centre demountable toilet 


If you're used to quality 


Q ( 
PLAXTONY). 
wo 


TELEPHONE 
0909 551166 


YEATES 


LOUGHBOROUGH (0509) 217777 SALISBURY (0722) 710666 


NEW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


@ Volvo B10M GL. Duple 340 Coachwork 

@ Dennis Javelin Plaxton & Duple Coachwork 
@ Mercedes-Benz 0303 RHS/RHD. Full integral 
@ Duple 425 Integral 


AT 
UNBEATABLE — UNREPEATABLE 


PRICES 
CALL YEATES NOW ON (0509) 217777 


YEATES THE OPERATOR’S DEALER SINCE 1928 


tii there ~ 


Look at these superb 
New & Used BOVA's 
currently available! 


- DIATE 
EX LEASE IMME. 
JUST ARRIVED AVAILABILITY 
938 BOVA FUTURA BOVA abd in 
FHD 42.290 INTEGRAL 12.290 INT ee RIN G N OW 
12M © 53/55 Luxury Reclin FO R 
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e Telma toilet fitment F amps/ 
wactemes | ots HEAD OFFICE 
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© Water bolle Yard BOVA features | fear ee ee 
: of Video £91,800- 1 ONLY £95,300 a 
eo TN. i r 
| CHOICE OF 5 7 ONLy Oe olen ena oe 
SCOTLAND (0236) 22445 


NEOPLAN SKYLINER 

V10 MERCEDES ENGINE 

6 SPEED ZF GEARBOX 

TOILET, DRINKS MACHINE 
FRIDGE, RADIO/CASSETTE/PA 
FULL LUXURY SPECIFICATION 


7] RECLINING SEATS 


1982/3/4/5/6 Neoplan Skyliners, 71/72/75 seats, toilet, drinks ma- 
chine, fridge, radio, PA, Mercedes V10 Engine, 6-speed ZF manual 
gearbox, some remoquetted and refurbished. 


1987 Volvo B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500, 49/53 Recliners, O/S 
rear continental, 1 door, O/S rear sunken toilet, retarder, TV/video, 
drinks machine, red curtains, choice of two. 


1982 Volvo B10M Plaxton Viewmaster, 49 seats, o/c continental 


door, toilet, driver's bunk, drinks machine, power door, tinted win- 
dows, livery white, autumn tint moquette, MoT March 1990. 


1982 SR 280, 46 recliners, Sutrak air conditioning, 6 speed gear- 
box, o/s centre power door, o/s centre sunken toilet, driver’s bunk, 
fridge, drinks machine, tinted double glazed windows, Rollo 
blinds, courier seat, Webasto and timer, seat back nets, headrest 
covers, wheel discs, driver's locker. 


1984 Setra ‘Imperial’, double decker coach, 74 reclining seats, 
toilet, drinks, 2 fridges, retarder, Webasto, 8 TV/minitors. 


1980 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant Express, 53 seats red moa, liv- 
ery white/blue. 


1979 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant Express, 53 seats, Bristol dome, 
grey/blue mogq, livery blue. 


1975 Ford R1114, 53 seater Duple Dominant Express, red moq, 
livery white/blue/yellow. 
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1981 Bedford YNT 53 seater Plaxton, side lockers, autumn tint 
moquette, livery white blue/yellow stripes. 


1979 Bedford YMT, 53 seater Plaxton, red/cream exterior, red mo- 
quette. 


1976 Bedford YMT, 53 seater Plaxton Express, radio, white/red liv- 
ery, red moq. 


1976 Bedford PJK Duple Dominant, 29 seats, Autumn tint mo- 
quette, livery white/green. 


1976 Bedford PJK, 29 seater Plaxton, power door, cream/red ex- 
terior, red moquette. 


1975 Bedford YRQ, 45 seater Plaxton, power door, livery blue/yel- 
low, red moquette. 


1974 Bedford YRT Duple Dominant, 53 seater, power door, red 
mogq, livery white. 


1973 Bedford YRT Duple Dominant, 53 seater, power door, red 
mogq, livery white. 


1981 Leyland peg Oe Duple Dominant, 53 seats, red moquette, 
livery white, new MoT. 


1980 Leyland Leopard, 12 metre Plaxton Supreme, 55 seats, 
5 speed semi-auto, power door, maroon curtains. 


1977 Leyland Leopard, 11 metre Plaxton Viewmaster, 41 recliners, 
toilet, power door, orange curtains. 


1976 Leyland Leopard 11 metre, 49 seat Plaxton X‘press. 5 speed, 
semi-auto, side lockers. 


Situated on M18 
Junction 1 on the A631 


Rotherham 


M1 Junction 32 - 1 mile 
A1(M)/M18 Junction 2 - 4 miles 
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THE QUALITY ASSURED BUS & COACH CENTRE 


A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE 
SCANIA QUALITY 


Stuart Johnson Ltd, Bus & Coach Centre, Claylands Avenue, 


TOP 
QUALITY 
COACHES 


CALL NOW FOR DETAILS 


0530 63333 


Sclcudo’t 
Coalcowv’ 


Mill Lane, Heather, Leicester, LEG 10E 
Tel: 0530 63333 
Telex: 341430 
Fax: 0530 63379 


@ Worksop, Notts. $81 7DJ. Tel: 0909 500822. Fax: 0909 500165 


TO BE REPEATED OFFER 
CONTACT TONY CLAYTON 


FOR THIS NEVER 


OR DON JOHNSON 


51 recliners, courier seat, rear sunken 
toilet, tinted double glazed, curtains, 
berth, continental door. 


53 seats, courier seat, Webasto, 
curtains, radio/PA/cassette. 


49 recliners, power door, courier seat, 
rear sunken toilet, continental door, berth. 


53 recliners courier seat, power door, 
Webasto, curtains, Telma, CAG gearbox. 


53 recliners, power door, courier seat, 
tinted windows, curtains. 


49 recliners, power door, courier seat, 
centre sunken toilet, berth, fridge, boiler, 
boxed/wired for video, radio/PA/ 
cassette, Webasto, centre door. 


53 recliners, power door, tinted 
windows, Telma. 


53 (retrimmed) recliners, courier seat, 
full height continental door, power door, 
tinted windows, Telma. 


53 recliners, courier seat, power door, 
centre continental door, provision for 
bunk, blinds, radio/PA/cassette. 


48 ‘E’ type seats, rear saloon toilet, 
servery, tinted windows, Telma. 


57 seats, power door, boxed/wired for 
video, radio/PA/cassette. 


49 recliners, courier seat, double-glazed, 
rear sunken toilet, continental door, 
boxed/wired for video. 


51 recliners, power door, Bristol Dome, 
double glazed, side locker and soft trim. 


53 seats, Bristol dome. 


53 seats, power door, side locker. 


49 recliners, courier seat, tinted double- 
glazed, centre sunken toilet, continental 
door, berth, boiler, boxed/wired for 
video, radio/PA/cassette, (retrimmed). 


53 seats, plug door, courier seat, radio. 


@ DAF @ DENNIS 


57 seats, power door, side lockers, trims. 


52 seats, power door, rear saloon toilet, 
servery, boiler, boxed/wired for video, 
tinted windows, curtains, side lockers, 
radio/PA/cassette. 


53 recliners, plug door, tinted windows, 
curtains, continental door, 
radio/PA/cassette, side lockers. 


49 seats, power door, tinted windows. 


51 recliners, power door. 


49 recliners, side locker, curtains. 


19 seats, manual door, heaters. 


19 seats, power door, tinted windows, 
curtains, forced air, reading lights. 


16 seats + 5 standees. Low back, 
moquette seats, power express doors. 


18 seats, parcel racks, boot. 
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News | 


Primrose Valley sells out; Scottish Bus Group sell-out starts soon; Driver hunt starts for 
London operators; and much, much more. | 


i 


Fleet Update 


Licensing and Legal 


Operator Profile 


Mike Morgan visits South East London to 
investigate the success of a company that has 
invested £1 million in its fleet during the last two- 
and a half years and transformed its trading 
position. 


On Target 


Marksman examines the changing attitude to 
bankrupty and comes up with a blueprint for survival in the coaching world. | 


Personality Profile 20 


Rod Davey meets ex-beauty queen Jean Stratton, now managing director of Sunderland- 
based Redby Travel. He finds a go-getting Geordie who's cae is exceeded only by 
her business talent. 


Computers 


Love ‘em or hate 'em there's no denying that computers are 
now a vital part of business life. Coachmart examines how 
the humble PC is now the transport manager's best friend. 


Marketing your company 24 
Advertising your business can be a huge success or a dismal 
failure, the difference between a full or empty coach. 
Coachmart examines how successful marketing can boost 


those profits. 
Letters 26 


The vexed question of price undercutting has certainly eat those letters flooding in; 
there's a solution to the problem of hotel double-booking, and facilities at the NEC come 


under fire. 
Tourism 28 


Nottingham is certainly a city of constant surprises — particularly when it comes to tourist 
attractions. There's plenty on offer for the coach operator as our special feature reveals. 
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ARD-PRESSED London 
a operators are casting the 
recruitment net as far as Ireland to 
get both the quality and number of 
drivers they'll need this summer. 

In a desperate effort to attract 
drivers to the expensive south-east, 
they are offering up to double the 
wages of some northern operators, 
providing cut-price housing, 
operating top-quality coaches, and 
offering a plethora of other perks. 

‘It’s the only way we can get 
enough drivers,’ said Paul Cowell. 
of Capital Coaches. “The airport 
shuttle contracts are particularly 
difficult to recruit for. 

“We've been recruiting in the 
north-east for the past four years, 
and providing cheap housing for 
our ‘commuter’ drivers. We 
couldn’t do it any other way.” 

Cowell said Capital currently has 
around 20 Geordie drivers, who 
can earn anything up to £12,000 a 
year with overtime. In their home 
towns, with unemployment at 
around 12 per cent, they are lucky 
to get a basic of around £7,000. 

Most of the drivers are married 
men, working an average of eleven 
days in London before spending 


x SS 
London firms in desperate trawl for drivers 


their leave at home with the family. 
They’re flexible... and some 
operators say they do a better job. 

‘The standard certainly seems 
better,’ said Scancoaches’ 
operational manager Mike Fletcher, 
himself from the north-east. ‘They 
are hungry for work, and they come 
for the money. 

Scancoaches recruits from Wales 
- it has ten from this province - the 
north-east, Nottinghamshire, and 
even have a controller from 
Ireland. 

“We don’t really need to 
advertise for drivers,’ said Fletcher. 
‘Most of the new recruits find out 
about jobs by word of mouth.” 
Once at Scancoaches, drivers could 
expect up to £13,000 a year, and 
gratuities on every job, said 
Fletcher. 

Scancoach driver Mike Creffield 
backed much of what Fletcher had 
to say, but said the money wasn't 
crucial for him: I am probably 
earning a similar basic to that in 
Nottingham, but I didn’t get the 
tips because I was doing school and 
factory contract work.’ 

Creffield comes from Maidstone, 
in Kent, but was forced to move to 


Immediate delivery on 
Ford minibuses 
from Lloyds 


@ Ford Transits all models:- 
9, 12, 15, 16 and 20 seaters 
— PSV and Non PSV 
@ SPECIAL OFFERS 
NEW 9 seater FORD MINIBUS 
Used 12 Seater Minibus 
Can we supply your car or commercial vehicles ? 


Retford, Notts, to get a house. | 
When he got there, he found his job | 
meant he was driving old vehicles. 
London work drew him back with 
its promise of new Scania 113s... 
and seemed worthwhile despite the 
£100-a-month rail fare he had to 
pay to get home once a week. 

Creffield reckons a third of 
London’s drivers come from 
outside the capital. He says the 
bulk of London’s home-bred coach 
drivers took other jobs because 
legislation restricted working 
hours, cutting overtime, and there 
were better-paid jobs. 

The Londoners’ general manager 
Doug Jennings said out-of-London 
recruitment is not all plain sailing, 
though: ‘Drivers have to come to 
terms with being away from the 
wife for longish periods, and accept 
London prices. Some of them have 
got a mortgage, yet have to rent 
while they are down here, and that 
can be expensive.” 


sCorrection 


N our Ferries S 
(Coachmart 572, January 25), 


we incorrectly stated that 
International Waybills were free. 
In fact they are available from the 
sole issuing authority, the BCC, in 


books of 25 for £7.59. 
Demonstrate 


DEMONSTRATION by 
students will mean coaches 


MOST VEHICLES NOW IN STOCK RING NOW! 


For quotes on these and any other minibus 
requirements contact: 


Steve White on 0785 51331 
or Don Burt on 0494 675410 
Used Vehicles: Dereck Tucker on 
0785 51331 or home 0785 211756 
(Car phone 0860 512 775) 


yy | Le iS Commerc tal 
OF STAFFORD iene OM 


STONE ROAD, STAFFORD. 
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<=> 


will have to follow specific routes 
on February 15, says the 
Metropolitan Police Coach 
Advisory Service. 

The demonstration sets off from 
Battersea Park to Speakers’ Corner 
at Hyde Park. Coaches setting 
down at Battersea Park must enter 
via Battersea Bridge and from the 
Albert Bridge Road entrance. There 
will be NO access via Chelsea or 
Albert Bridges. Pick-up is from 
3.30pm onwards at Park Lane. 


The Londoners even offers short- 
term overnight accomodation in 
caravans on its own site in a bid to 
give drivers the full benefit of 
working away from home. 

Jennings says London’s own 
drivers are sometimes useless 
because they are ‘one-legged’ - 
trained on automatics. What’s 
more, the increasing use of 
minibuses in London meant around 
15 per cent more driver 
requirement, and that soaked up the 
few local drivers available. 

‘We get a fair few calls from 
drivers in Liverpool and 


| Warrington. We can get drivers, but 


where do they live? We all know 
the housing situation here,’ he 
added. 

@ Are London’s streets paved with 
gold for the coach driver? Are the 
south’s drivers overpaid, or the 
north’s underpaid? Tell us your 
opinion by dropping a line to 


| Coachmart’s letters page. 


MP in the driving seat 


CARBOROUGH MP Sir 
Michael Shaw was in the 
driving seat during a fact-finding 


| tour of Plaxton’s coachbuilding 


factory, which employs 1,000 local 
people. After talking to Plaxton 
chairman David Matthews,right, Sir 
Michael said: ‘I am delighted to 
have seen the great changes that 
have taken place over the last few 
years at Plaxton. Here we have a 
modern, up-to-date business leading 
the country in its production and, I 
hope, soon to be leading on the 
continent as well.’ 


Cummins 
dominates market 


UMMINS has announced 

dominance of the UK PSV 
engine market in 1989 after a 
successful year’s trading. 
According to the latest 
registration figures, the firm 
commands over 36% of the 
market, having taken almost 
29% in 1988... almost entirely 10- 
litre B/C engines. 
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trucking 


N on-course Scania coach 
A carrying Neil Kinnock and 
Roy Hattersley overtakes a 
swerving Scania truck driven by 
Margaret Thatcher - in a video 
that’s bound to make you chuckle. 
The video is being used in 
presentations by Scania Contract 
Hire salesmen to publicise its 
operational leases and 
maintenance packages for Scania 
coaches and trucks. Further 
information on 0908-21538 1. 


Boost for 
- 
Multipart 
" = 
service 
OMPETITION for 
Leyland bus parts sales 
seems the likely result of DAF’s 
announcement that it is to 
commit more effort to its 
Multipart service. 

Volvo’s takeover of the 
Leyland bus parts business has 
sparked Leyland DAF into 
action, through Multipart, and 
now it is stepping up its sales 
and marketing with its 
computerised warehouse system 
in Chorley, Lancashire. 

It has already produced a 
Multipart buyer’s guide with 
details of all new models, and is 
now claiming it will be 
improving service levels to 
broaden its customer base. 


SMMT in pre-Budget pleading 


he Society of Motor 

Manufacturers and Traders 
is urging the Government to 
reduce vehicle excise duty for 
commercial vehicles to bring them 
into line with the European 
average. 

SMMT is also asking the 
Government to undertake road 
improvements more speedily, 
expresses concern over high 
interest rates - and wants the 
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Beef 
Never on a Sunday in York 


JS subsidiary York City & 
District is to cease operating 

both commercial and tendered 
Sunday services from April 8, and 
will operate a more limited 
service early mornings and 
evenings throughout the week. 

The move is designed to 
reorganise the AJS operation in 
the York area, and involves YCD 
giving both York City Council 
and North Yorkshire County 
Council seven and six weeks’ 
notice respectively to surrender its 
tendered work. Both councils are 
expected to reinvite tenders and, 
according to YCD’s commercial 
manager Peter Dew: ‘It is quite 
possible we will re-tender’. 
Regarding non-tendered services, 
he said: ‘We are the only 
company in the York area offering 
commercial Sunday services’. 

According to a company 
statement, lack of use with high 


overheads meant it could no 
longer justify cross-subsidising 
Sunday services with weekday 
revenues - so any new tenders will 
reflect such changed 
circumstances. Talks are currently 
being held with the trade union to 
determine the necessary 
redundancy figures and the 
company hopes to reduce 
manning solely with voluntary 
redundancies. Approximately 15 
drivers have so far volunteered. 

In a parallel move AJS has 
separated its 11-vehicle Yorkshire 
Coastliner operation, formerly 
known as Malton & District, from 
YCD to stand alone as a separate 
AJS subsidiary. Coastliner has 
applied for a separate ‘O° licence, 
but until it is granted will continue 
to run under YCT’s - with 
services merely marketed 
separately. It employs 27 drivers 
and one supervisor on a peak 


vehicle requirement of !0 - 
running Leeds-Scarborough and 
Malton-Whitby services, as well 
as local services in both Malton 
and Scarborough. 

However, it will run under the 
same management team, headed 
by MD Nigel Je'liffe, based at 
York. Jolliffe is Also MD of AJS 
subsidiaries York City & District, 
Harrogate & District, Target 
Travel and Harrogate 
Independent. 

Coastliner operates a mixture 
of Leyland Olympians to dual 
purpose specification and 
Leyland Leopards. The new 
company is expecting delivery of 
an order for five new Leyland 
Tigers with Plaxton bodywork 
this spring as part of its fleet 
renewal programme. Older 
vehicles will be cascaded through 
other subsidiaries within the AJS 
group. 


SBG terms to be announced 


HE PRIVATISATION of the 

Scottish Bus Group is 
expected to continue this week 
with STG announcements of the 
terms under which Scottish 


Hundreds 
of PSVs 
for auction 


EHICLE auctioneering giant 

ADT is holding a sale of an 
estimated 200 PSVs on its 32-acre 
Manchester site on March 13. 

The auction is expected to 
attract a large number of operators 
and dealers disenchanted with the 
lack of movement in the 
secondhand market, and should 
establish the realistic value of 
vehicles. 

Full details of the Belle Vue 
auction are published in 
Coachmart’s classified section, at 
the rear of the magazine. 


current writing down allowance of 
25 per cent on capital investment | 
replaced with the reintroduction of 
100 per cent first year allowance. 
Given the growing balance of 
payments deficit and the British 
motor industry’s tax contribution 
to the economy, excluding 
corporation tax of £17 billion last 
year - the Society plead a special 
case due to the projected decline 
for demand in 1990. 


Citylink and the nine bus 
companies are to be sold. 

Rules will be laid down which 
will prevent monopolisation of the 
services in either number or 
geographical position. It is 
expected that the first of the 
companies to be sold will be 
Citylink, Lowland Scottish, and 
other uncomplicated and profitable 
businesses, while the rest will 
follow by the end of the year. 

SBG has already announced the 
sale of two of its SBG engineering 
works, at Motherwell and 
Edinburgh. Three more sites have 
been taken into their local bus 


companies to enhance their stock 
market appeal. 

Meanwhile, major groups such 
as Stagecoach, Caldaire and 
Proudmutual are poised to swoop. 


* The comanies to be sold are 
Scottish Citylink, Highland 
Scottish (all are suffixed 
‘Scottish’), North, Strathtay, Fife, 
Midland, Lowland, Eastern, 
Clydeside Western, and Kelvin 
Central Buses. Ferry operators 
Caledonian MacBrayne, also part 
of STG, is to remain under the 
nationalised umbrella by virtue of 
the essential nature of its services. 


Safety award for Seven Kings 


ECEIVING an award for showing the best improvement in health 

and safety standards, from London Buses chairman John Telford 
Beasley. are a team from Seven Kings Garage, of LBL’s East London 
subsidiary. As well as the trophy the team won £250 in Trust House 
Forte leisure cheques for each member. 
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EMMS union ballots for action 


S tagecoach Holdings 
subsidiary East Midlands 
Motor Services is faced with a 
strike ballot following the sacking 
of two union officials for 
unspecified offences. 

The NUR’s National Union of 
Transport Operatives (NURTO) 
branch in EMMS has called the 
ballot’in response to the sacking of 
union branch chairman, David 
Edinboro, followed by the dismissal 
of branch secretary David McCann. 
After being scrutinised by the 


Electoral Reform Society, the ballot 
result is expected this weekend. 

According to a union notice, the 
branch asked EMMS drivers to 
show their support of their sacked 
colleagues with a ‘yes’ vote for 
industrial action. The union went 
on to say a ‘no’ vote would give 
parent Stagecoach a licence to 
‘walk all over...hard won 
conditions’. 

According to EMMS MD 
George Watson: ‘The management 
is satisfied offences took place 


which justified the dismissals - 
both cases have been taken through 
the disciplinary procedure and both 
were upheld on final appeals’. He 
added he was ‘absolutely satisfied’ 
the decision to dismiss the union 
representatives were made on a 
‘sound and correct basis’, although 
he declined to name the offences, 

Both men claim unfair dismissal 
and have applied to be heard by an 
Industrial Tribunal, although no 
date has yet been set for the 
hearing. 


EOS attraction Country Bus cashes in 


NE of the first right-hand- 

drive LAG Eos integral 
coaches may be on show next 
month when LAG Bus runs open 
days at its Northamptonshire 
dealership. 

LAG is holding open days from 
$.30am to 5.30pm on Saturday, 
March 3 to Tuesday, March 6, 
mainly to give operators the 
opportunity of viewing the range 
of used coaches at its 
Wellingborough premises. 

One bay of the workshop will 
be reserved for operators to 
inspect vehicles. They may bring 
their own engineers with them. 

MD Vernon Edwards says he 
hopes also to have one of the first 
£120,000 Eos coaches for a UK 
operator over at least some of the 
open days. 

Used vehicles form the main 
part of the open days. ‘We will 
have a good selection from late 
model high-spec executives down 
to good contract motors like 
1975/76 AECs,’ said Edwards. 

Other coaches on show will 
include 1987-89 LAG 
Panoramics, Plaxton and Van 
Hool-bodied Volvos, a Berkhof- 
bodied DAF and a Neoplan 
double-decker. 


& ollowing the liquidation of 
20-vehicle strong Country 
Bus, based in Atherton in North 
Devon auctioneers Husseys of 
Exeter sold most of the vehicles on 
offer at the operator’s Chantry 
Garage. 

A 1977 Bristol LH 33-seater 
coach fetched the top price of 
£4,000, alongside other vehicles 
which included four 53-seater 
coaches. The sale, which included 
garage equipment and vehicles for 


Carlyle open day 


arlyle is holding an open 
day to mark its full-scale 


production of the Dennis Dart at 


HOTEL/FERRY PACKAGES SO YOU CAN MAKE BIGGER 
PROFITS 
TELEPHONE: 0242 227268 NOW! 


ROMANTIC PARIS IN SPRINGTIME! FROM £19 


THE MOULIN ROUGE ... 


LOIRE VALLEY, ALPS, RIVIERA ...! 


THE BERLIN WALL! WINE ON THE RHINE - 2 NIGHTS & FERRY ... 
FROM £33. DUTCH BULBFIELDS - AMSTERDAM - VALKENBERG 
AUSTRIAN TYROL, 7 NIGHTS FROM £99 
PLUS THE UK & THE REST OF EUROPE 


HAVE YOU GOT A PROBLEM MAKING BOOKINGS? 
— WE'LL DO THE IMPOSSIBLE! 
WE'D BE PLEASED TO HELP! 


IMPERIAL TRAVEL, 4 TRAFALGAR STREET, CHELTENHAM, 
GLOS. GL50 1UH_ TEL: 0242 227268 FAX: 0242 226381 


sale by lease companies, attracted 
operators from as far away as 
Nottinghamshire and the London 
area, 

Country Bus was formed at the 
onset of deregulation in 1986 and 
had grown to a fleet of 35 vehicles 
prior to its liquidation last 
September, according to its former 
MD Paul Stark. The company was 
put into receivership following the 
loss of subsidised tendered services 
from Devon County Council. 


its Edgbaston works in 
Birmingham on May 1. 

A total of 57 8.5-metre Darts 
have been ordered by two London 
Buses subsidiaries, London United 
and Selkent, for midibus 
conversion of conventional bus 
operation in the Capital. Five of 
the last Duple-built 9-metre Darts, 
with Carlyle badging, have entered 
service with Southampton Citybus 
on various routes in the city. 

As well as examples of some of 
the first Carlyle-built Darts for the 
London Buses order, the company 
will be exhibiting bus bodies on 
the Mercedes Benz 811D, coach 
versions on the 709D and vehicles 
built on the new Iveco Ford 49.10, 
which was first shown at the BCC 
Show with a redesigned frontal 
aspect. Further details from 
Carlyle’s Chris Jones on 021 428 
1133. 


sa and profit 


HE driver shortage in the 

London area is a symptom 
of a national problem. The 
industry is not paying enough to 
attract the drivers it needs. 

That is not meant as a 
criticism. It is simply a fact. 

If London operators are 
attracting drivers from other 
regions, albeit with subsidised 
accommodation included in the 
package, then it follows that 
operators in those other parts of 
the British Isles are unable 
either to generate the same 
volume of driving work or to 
compete with levels of pay. 

Recruiting from outside the 
area may be helping keep the 
London coaching wheels 
turning, but it puts operators in 
a dangerous position. If a group 
of drivers from another region 
has been recruited together and 
has worked and lived together, 
it could all decide to leave 
together. 

A more permanent solution is 
needed. 

Bluntly, that means paying 
higher basic wage rates to 
attract the right calibre of 
drivers in each part of the 
country or moving operations 
out of higher cost areas. 

It also means offering more 
year-round job security and the 
prospect of career progression 
for those whose talents lie 
beyond the task of driving itself. 

But if higher wages are to be 
paid, then customers must be 
encouraged to pay more for 
coach travel. 

That is a tall order, given the 
extent of price competition in 
the industry and the danger that 
UK operators could be priced 
out of some Continental shuttle 
work if Mediterranean-based 
operators could undercut them, 
but is there an alternative? 

Without quality, professional 
drivers, the coach industry 
cannot function and the signs 
are all too evident that it could 
stop functioning very soon. 

Decisions must be taken to 
offer the rewards needed to 
attract and retain drivers and to 
persuade customers in turn to 
pay the appropriate rate for the 
job. 

It should be a measure of the 
professionalism of the coach 
industry that it pays well for 
professional drivers and that its 
customers in turn recognise that 
professionalism by paying for it. 

Is there any other answer? 
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rimrose Valley Coaches, 

Filey, has sold out to East | 
Yorkshire Motor Services - 
removing a thorn from the side of 
EYMS’ subsidiary Scarborough 
and District. 


Contracts were exchanged on | 


Peter Shipp: now at the wheel of Primrose Valley. 


Bass 
Primrose Valley sells out to EYMS 


February | for the sale of the 18 - 
vehicle bus and coach business. 


| Also included is land and 


workshops adjacent to the main 
road mid-way between 
Scarborough and Bridlington. 
Peter Shipp, MD of EYMS, told 


Hotel workshop date 


ORQUAY Hotels Association hosts it annual operator 
workshop for the eleventh time on March 9 to 11 at the English 
Riviera and Leisure Conference Centre. 

The event, which is free to all bona fide coach operators, is highly 
acclaimed by the BCC, and endorsed by the English Tourist Board. 
Details of the weekend are from the Torquay Hotels Association, 12 
Walnut Road, Chelston, Torquay TQ2 6HS, Tel:0803 605808. 


PTA submits ESOP 


plan to minister 


EST Midlands Passenger 

Transport Authority has 
made a formal submission of 
West Midlands Travel’s ESOP 
plans to Transport Minister 
Michael Portillo. 

The PTA was reacting to Mr 
Portillo’s assertion, made last 
year, that the company was 
suited to being fragmented 
before its sale. An evening 
briefing of local Press was called | 
by the PTA after a meeting on 
January 31, when the 
announcement was made. 
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WMT dismissed a figure of 
£80 million - widely quoted in 


| the national press as the 


employee buyout offer of the 
company. A spokesman told 
Coachmart that absolutely no 


| figure has been mentioned, and 


industry sources suggest that this 


| would be far too low for a 
| company which produced nearly 
| £15 million profit last year. 


The PTA is known to be in 


| favour of the ESOP plan, and its 


approval is expected from Mr 
Portillo very soon. 


Coachmart the Primrose Valley 
name and identity would be 
retained, with all 23 staff being 
transferred. 

John Webster, Primrose Valley 
partner, continues as manager for 
the foreseeable future to retain 
personal contact with customers. 
The Webster family retains its 
petrol station, car repair, and 
electrical business. 

Primrose Valley operated 10 
coaches, mainly Bedfords and 
Fords, on private hire and local 


| contracts. During the summer 


season an extensive excursion 
package ran from local holiday 
camps - this seasonal element 
encouraged the company to 
introduce eight Leyland and 
Daimler Fleetline double deckers 
on local services in competion 


| with S&D, as a means of 


retaining drivers. S&D replaced 
all but three of its double-deckers 
in 1989 with a fleet of minibuses. 
Shipp said: ‘Primrose Valley 
will continue to operate local 
services, but the overlap with 
S&D will be looked at carefully. 
There has been a 60 percent 
increase in bus provision in 


PEWAG 


SNOW 
CHAINS 


For trucks and 
buses. 


Single or twin, 
constant mesh or 
ladder chains are 

all available, ex stock 
from Austria’s No. 1 
chainmaker. 


For free brochure 
or quote contact: 


Phone: 0925 825555 


Scarborough since 1985 without a 
corresponding increase in 
passengers’. So future 
rationalisation is now planned - 
Shipp said: ‘This acquisition will 
enable us to remove some 
overcapacity while still 
maintaining a full service 
network’. 

The EYMS group owned a 
large coach presence in 
Scarborough before it closed its 
Hardwicks Services, a former 
Wallace Arnold subsidiary, in 
1988. 


Brindley Chains Ltd, Freepost, Warrington, Cheshire WA1 1BR. 
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IV’S NOT EVERY DAY THAT TEN 
LOCAL TRADITIONS ARE UP FOR SALE! 


—_ 
LOWLAND 
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> 6 strathtay s ¢ WESTERN scorns CLTYLINIK 


THEY’RE MORE THAN 
JUST BUS COMPANIES— 


THEY’RE PART OF THE COMMUNITY 
»= SCOTTISH 
The Scottish Bus Group 
is being privatised 


The Scottish Bus Group is being privatised — not as one work—kids to school —the whole family on tours and trips, in 
company but as ten individual companies, companies with fact every aspect of local life. 

well known local names like Midland, Eastern, Fife z : The privatisation of the Scottish Bus Group 

and Highland. = provides opportunities for purchasers to become 
And Now —The Sales are starting! : involved in progressive transport and leisure 
Many of the companies have a long tradition. They ~ SCOTTISH | travel businesses. 

are closely involved with their local TRANSPORT If you would like more information, please 
communities, taking parents to GROUP write to: 


Mr Malcolm Roxburgh, 
Commercial and Planning Executive, 
The Scottish Transport Group, Carron House, 114/116 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4LX. 


Eastern Scottish, Fife Scottish, Highland Scottish, Kelvin Central Buses, Lowland Scottish, Midland Scottish, 
Northern Scottish, Strathtay Scottish, Western Scottish, Scottish Citylink Coaches. 


The contents of this advertisement, for which the Scottish Transport Group is solely responsible, have been approved for the purposes of Section 57 of the Financial Services Act 1986 by 
Coopers & Lybrand Deloitte as a firm authorised by the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales to carry on investment business. 
The shares in the companies are not traded on a recognised or designated Investment Exchange and as a result there is no recognised market for the shares. 


FLEET UPDATE 


New livery 
on show 


A more practical livery 
style has been inspired by 
Bournemouth Transport’s new 
managing director Ted Reid. 
Although not a new vehicle, 
this Marshall-bodied Leyland 
Olympian demonstrates the new 
image. Blue has been added to 
the original all-yellow colour 
scheme - the darker colour 
being used on the more 
vulnerable area of the body and 
for the Yellow Buses logo. 


arrival 


Mr F Leach, proprietor of 
Harold Wood Coaches, 
right, is pictured collecting 
his new Caetano Algarve coach 
from Mr Alan Page marketing 
director, Salvador Caetano UK. 
Mounted on Volvo BLOM Mk 
III chassis the specification 
features: 57 coach seats, courier 
seat, continental door, tinted 
side windows, full draw 
curtains, plug door, Blaupunkt 
radio/PA/cassette, soft trim and 
centre gangway carpet. 


wi ma i uti 
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p- Javelin 
1 makes its 
mark 


Alan Smith Coaches has 

taken delivery of this 11 
metre Dennis Javelin from 
Yeates of Loughborough. 

The Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire, operator 
specified Duple 320 bodywork 
fitted with 55 seats and 
equipped with 
radio/PA/cassette. 
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Basepoint 


Warrior on the road 


Recently supplied to Martin Perry of Bromsgrove is this 
Willowbrook Warrior. It is equipped with 53 moquette 
| trimmed bus seats and radio/PA equipment. 

The 1975 11 metre Leyland Leopard was prepared by Wacton 
before receiving its new service bus body. 


boost 


Pictured is anew LAG 

Panoramic touring coach 
purchased by Basepoint, the 
Sussex-based specialist in 
organising emergency coach 
transfers for diverted or 
delayed flights at Gatwick 
Airport. 

The comprehensively- 
equipped coach will be used 
primarily for inclusive tours by 
incoming tourists from the Far 
East. It has 49 reclining seats, 
centre toilet and washroom, 
double glazing, video 
equipment, Bosch intruder 
alarm and facilities to provide 
hot drinks. 

The Basepoint Panoramic has 
a 290 bhp DAF DKV engine and 
ZF S6-90 manual gearbox. 
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Only genuine quality can provide the total 
reassurance required in today’s competitive and 
cost-conscious climate. And only Leyland Bus 
Genuine Parts can offer that reassurance. 

Manufactured to the highest possible stand- 
ards, they offer peace of mind to the operator 
because as well as their genuine quality, they are 
underwritten by a comprehensive Total Support 
Package, only available from the original equip- 
ment manufacturer. 

As ever, it is a quality to which we are totally 


committed. 


Jevland, 
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MMITMENT. 


VOLVO 


“Commitment to the Customer” is something 
so many people talk about and yet very few 
achieve. 

Our commitment is TOTAL and tangible 
in the form of our £20 million purpose built 
parts distribution complex and a dedicated VL 
support network. 

Like the parts themselves, our commitment 


is genuine. 


VL Bus & Coach 


land 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON LEYLAND BUS GENUINE PARTS, TELEPHONE VL Bus and Coach ON 0926 450022 FAX: 0926 451709 TELEX: 311724. 


private hire taxi driver, and 
part time bus driver, who 
wants to break into local 
service operation, has been 
granted a new PSV operators 
licence by the North Western 
Traffic Commissioner Mr Martin 
Albu. 
Mr S Wilcox, trading as 
Silverline Travel, of 96 Ashbourne 


LICENSING & LEGAL 
EOE 


Licence grant for new 
entrant to local 
service operation 


| had been a tax! driver and part time | 


bus driver for seven years. He 
proposed acquiring two coaches 


| and hopefully he would finance 


their operation from the revenue 
coming in. He would be doing 

stage carriage work so he would 
have revenue from day one. The 


| vehicles would be leased. 


Crescent, Huyton, Merseyside, had | 


applied for a licence authorising 
the operation of two vehicles. 

He told the Commissioner, at a 
Manchester public inquiry, that he 


Eavesway and drivers admit 


Questioned by Mr Albu, Mr 
Wilcox said he proposed operating 
in the Liverpool, Huyton and 
Prescot areas, developing new 


| routes. He needed two vehicles to 


give a half hourly service. The 


route incorporated three shopping 
areas and there was a good demand 
for the proposed service. He had 


| made arrangements for 
| maintenance with the people he 


was acquiring the buses from. He 
estimated that he would take a 
minimum of £5 a trip, getting in 15 
to 16 trips per day. He also planned 


| doing 


private hire work. 
Granting a licence, Mr Albu said 
that Mr Wilcox appeared to have 


| thought it through and know what 
| was required. 


hours and tacho offences 


A series of drivers’ hours and 
tachograph offences cost 
Eavesway Coaches Ltd, of Ashton 
in Makerfield, and three of the 
company’s drivers, a total of £825 
in fines and costs, when they 
appeared before Kirkby 
Magistrates. 

Mr Joseph Reilly, of 68 Old 
Whint Road, Haydock, pleaded 
guilty to two offences of failing to 
operate the mode switch on his 
tachograph and one offence of 
taking insufficient daily rest. He 
was fined £75, and ordered to pay 
£15 prosecution costs. 

Mr Eric Sims, of 4 Foundry 
Street, Newton le Willows, 
pleaded guilty to two mode switch 
offences and two offences of 
exceeding 4 hours driving without 
taking the required amount of 
break. He was fined £100, and 
ordered to pay £15 costs. 

Mr Colin Dyson, of 10 Laurel 
Road, Haydock, pleaded guilty to 
one mode switch offence, one 
offence of keeping a chart in his 
tachograph for over 24 hours, one 
offence of taking insufficient daily 
rest, one offence of failing to 
make entries on the centre field of 


14 


a tachograph chart, and one 
offence of failing to return 
tachograph charts to his employer 
within 21 days. He was fined £125 
and ordered to pay £15 costs. 
Eavesway pleaded guilty to five 
offences of using a vehicle when 
the driver failed to operate the 
mode switch of the tachograph, 
one offence of using a vehicle 
when a chart had been left in the 
tachograph for longer than 24 
hours, one offence of using a 
vehicle when the driver failed to 
make entries on the centre field of 


| a tachograph chart, one offence of 


failing to ensure that a driver 
returned tachograph charts within 
21 days, and one offence of using 
a vehicle when it had not been 


| submitted for a two year periodic 


inspection of its tachograph. The 


| company was fined £450, and 


ordered to pay £30 prosecution 
costs. 

A further 23 charges, alleging 
offences committed by the drivers, 
and 26 alleging offences by the 
company, were withdrawn by the 
prosecution. 

Mr Roland Zollner, prosecuting, 
said that the regulations and the 


law regarding tachographs were 
uncertain to say the least, and 
there was no guidance from higher 
courts. A lot of the infringements 
were technical in nature, for 
example a driver forgetting to put 
his full name on a tachograph 
chart or forgetting to operate the 
mode switch. It was sometimes an 
oversight. 

The police took the view that 
each separate infringement 

constituted an offence. The 
defence were saying that if there 
was one chart, only one offence 
was committed no matter the 
number of infringements on the 
centre field, namely a failure to 


| keep a correct record. There was 
| no indication as to which of those 


interpretations was correct, said 
Mr Zollner. He was not seeking to 
set a precedent, but he had been 
pursuaded to follow the defence 


| approach in this particular case. 


He also felt that he needed only to 
pick a representative sample of 
offences to meet the justice of the 
case. 

The matters first came to light 
on March Ist 1989, when a mobile 
police patrol on the M62 


licensing 


i al 
WEEKLY REPORT 
ON LAW 


AND THE 
COACH OPERATOR 


By Michael Jewell 


Licence 
revoked 


he standard national PSV 

operator’s licence, 
authorising three vehicles, held 
by Mrs Susan Morris, trading 
as Charter Coaches, of 
‘Clairmont’, Primitive Place, 
Beaufort, Ebbw Vale, Gwent, 
has been revoked with 
immediate effect, by the South 
Wales Traffic Commissioner, 
Mr John Mervyn Pugh, at a 
Cardiff public inquiry. 


Motorway stopped a coach being 
driven by Mr Dyson. The police 
officers took the tachograph charts 
in Mr Dyson’s possession, and 
arranged to collect the charts 
relating to the company’s other 
drivers. A total of 478 charts were 
analysed. A total of 904 
infringements of the regulations 
were discovered, of which 695 
related to mode switches. 

Certain representations had 
been made by the defence about 
the knowledge of the company in 
regard to the offences by the 
drivers. The prosecution’s hands 
were limited in showing that 
Eavesway had got the necessary 
knowledge to establish a 
satisfactory case in regard to 
causing and permitting the 
offences. Consequently, they were 
only proceeding with those 
charges alleging the strict liability 
| of using. 

Defending, Mr John Backhouse 
said that Eavesway admitted the 
centre field offences but not 
permitting the hours offences by 


| the drivers. As far as the two 
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<4 yearly check offence was 
concemed, the tachograph had last 
been calibrated on October 30th 
1986, and it should have been 
checked in October 1988. The 
driver had said that a new 
tachograph head had been put in. 
Tachographs had to be calibrated 
every six years and that had been 
done. If repaired in the meantime, 
the tachograph would have been 
checked, albeit not to the same 
extent as in the two yearly check. 
Unfortunately, the two yearly 
check had been missed. 

At the time that these hours and 
tachograph offences were 
committed, the regulations were 
dealt with in the ‘pink’ booklet 
issued by the Department of 
Transport, said Mr Backhouse. 
The rules in some respect were 
very different for passenger 
vehicles than for goods vehicles. 
A coach driver could not just stop 
and park up overnight with 
passengers on board, and that was 
recognised in the rules. The 
booklet stated that after 4 hours 
continuous driving, you must take 
a break of at least 45 minutes, or 
you can take two or three breaks 
of no less than 15 minutes during, 
or after the driving period so that 
the total break adds up to at least 
45 minutes in the 4 hours of 
driving. There were then special 
provisions reducing the break to 
30 minutes for vehicles passing 
through certain city centres. 

There were two ways of 
interpreting that 4 hours driving 
rule. The Department of Transport 
interpreted it in one way and the 
police in another. The police 
interpretation had been upheld by 
Burnley Crown Court. However, 
the Department of Transport still 
maintained that they were correct. 
The police view was that at the 
end of every 4 hours of driving a 
driver must have had 45 minutes 
rest. The Department of Transport 
took it in 4 hour blocks. That 
could mean that a driver could 
drive for more than 4 hours 
without a 45 minute break. 

In no case had these drivers 
been driving for excessively long | 
periods, said Mr Backhouse. The 
problem was the way in which 
their breaks had been divided up. 
The problems with all three arose 
during the Christmas period when 
the holidays intervened. 

On December 30th, Mr Reilly 
was driving a vehicle with an 
automatic tachograph, which 
meant that he only had to use the 
mode switch manually when 
switching to ‘rest’. In fact, he had 
relied on the tachograph to 
automatically go back to the ‘rest’ 
mode and it does not. Mr Reilly 
normally drove a vehicle with a 
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manual tachograph, and he had 
made the mistake of thinking that 
the automatic tachograph was 
more automatic than it was. 

On February 12th Mr Reilly had 


| been driving a vehicle with a 


manual tachograph. He operated 
the mode switch correctly for most 
of the day. However, on two 
occasions during the morning he 
had not moved the mode switch 
far enough, so that it went into the 
‘other work’ mode instead of 
‘rest’. It was purely a technical 
breach. It was perfectly clear what 
had happened, as if Mr Reilly had 
been driving there would have 
been other traces on the chart and 
there were not. 

As far as Mr Reilly’s hours 
offence on January 14th was 
concerned, it was permissible to 
have a rest period that totalled 12 
hours, which was split into two or 
three separate pieces provided that 
one piece was not less than eight 
hours. In this case there was only a 
seven hour gap from Mr Reilly 
finishing work and starting again, 
though he had had a five hour 
break in the middle. He was not 
going to be excessively tired, 
which was the mischief the 
regulations were aimed at. He had 


| just not got the split right. 


In Mr Sims’ case, he had put the 
mode switch in the wrong mode. 
He was in a similar position in 
regard to the hours offences, in 
that he had not split his rest in the 


| correct way, though he had had the 
| total amount of rest that he 


needed. 
In March Mr Dyson had in his 


| possession odd charts going back 


several months. On December 
26th he had not switched his mode 
switch to ‘rest’. On January 2nd 
he had left a chart in the 
tachograph. January 2nd, 1989, 
was a public holiday and he had 
done just two periods of driving. 
The chart appeared to have been 


| left in the tachograph for more 

| than one day. He suspected that it 
had been left in the tachograph 
over the weekend, said Mr 
Backhouse. 

The daily rest offence was 
| similar to Mr Reilly’s. Mr Dyson 
| had finished work and only taken 
| 7. hours rest before starting again. 
He had previously had 4) hours 
| rest in the middle of the day, but 
he could not split the 12 hours up 
in that way. It happened because 
he used the coach to go home in 
and it was a 15 minute journey in 
each direction. On February 25th 
he failed to fill the centre field in 
correctly. 

Mr Backhouse said that the 
charges against Eavesway only 
| related to those offences where it 
was not necessary to prove 
knowledge on the company’s part. 
Tachograph charts tended to come 
in about a fortnight after they had 
been made, and at the time they 
were filed under the driver’s 
name. They were not at the time 
being analysed fully. The traffic 
manager, Mr Michael Eaves, one 
of three CPC holders in the 
company, would check a selection, 
primarily to see that drivers were 
| not speeding, and to check that the 
| right number of charts had been 
handed in. The programme of 
work was such that there was no 
problem over weekly and 
fortnightly driving limits. All the 
company’s drivers were full-time, 
apart from the occasional part- 
timer, and most of them were 
given the Department’s ‘pink’ 
booklet. 

The police had wanted all the 
tachograph charts for all of the 
drivers for a three month period. 
Eavesway provided everything 
that was asked for within 48 
| hours. Mr Dyson said that he had 
| lost some charts. 

Drivers who infringed the 
regulations were given verbal and 


Unlawful to deduct | 
money owed for / 


Carlisle Industrial 
Tribunal have ruled that 


Barrow Borough Transport Ltd 


unlawfully deducted £285.04 
owed for the hire of a company 
van from wages due to Mr W J 


| Jones. 


Mr Jones, who was employed 
by the company from June 6th 


_ until December 3rd 1988, 


claimed that the deduction had 
_ been made contrary to the 
~ provisions of Section 1 of the 


written warnings, and the 
company had never got to the 
stage where it had had to dismiss a 
driver. 

Since these offences, the 
company had substantially 
changed the basis of checking the 
tachograph charts. It had entered 
into a contract with a professional 
company to have all the charts 
computer analysed. Errors by 
drivers were automatically printed 
out and handed to the driver 
concerned. With the previous 
random checks, it was perfectly 
possible to miss infringements if 
the drivers were only offending 
occasionally. 

Mr Backhouse said that 
Eavesway operated 10 vehicles on 
a substantial programme of 
services, including tours, contracts 
and work abroad. It was an old 
established company going back 
to 1931, and this was the first time 
they had found themselves in 
court. The offences to which the 
company had pleaded guilty were 
ones of absolute liability, where if 
a driver committed an offence the 
company automatically committed 
the same offence. The company 
had to rely upon the drivers to use 
the mode switch properly, as it 
could not be in the cab with them. 
The random checks had not picked 
up the fact that the drivers were 
getting slipshod about it. 
Eavesway had been lulled into a 
false sense of security, as they had 
thought that their system of 
checking was adequate. 

There were a number of cases to 
come before the higher courts in 
which it had been stated that 
where an absolute offence had 
been committed, a penalty should 
only be imposed if it was felt that 
the defendant was blameworthy. 

As far as the drivers were 
concerned, all the offences were 
either technical or fairly trivial, 
and they did not conceal other 
offences such as excessive hours. 

As far as Eavesway was 
concerned, the company did not 
have any prior knowledge of the 
offences by the drivers. They were 
committed by the drivers when the 
vehicles were away from the 
company’s operating centre. They 
were not matters that were under 
the direct supervision of the 
company as they happened, and it 
could only find out about them 
afterwards. Eavesway were not to 
any extent blameworthy. It had a 
very good record over a long 
period. It was a very old 
established company which had 
had no previous problem. 

Mr Backhouse asked the 
magistrates to consider giving 
Eavesway an absolute or 
conditional discharge. 
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‘Unlicensed 
operation 
costs £500 


minibus operator, who was 

found carrying passengers to 
Manchester Airport without licence 
authority, has been ordered to pay 
fines and costs totalling £500, by 
the City’s Magistrates. 

Mr Thomas Prescott, trading as 
Interlink Travel Services, of 42 
Church Walks, Llandudno, pleaded 
guilty to using a vehicle without a 
PSV operator’s licence and to 
driving it when not the holder of a 
PSV driving licence. 

For the prosecution, it was said 
that operators of public service 
vehicles for hire or reward were 
required to have an operator’s 
licence. Such a licence was only 
granted after the Traffic 
Commissioner was satisfied that 
the applicant was a fit and proper 
person, had adequate arrangements 
for maintaining the vehicles, and 
had adequate knowledge of the 
rules and regulations. 

On November 22nd Mr Prescott 
was seen driving a Talbot 14 seater 
minibus at the Airport, carrying 
passengers for hire or reward. No 
PSV operator’s licence was in force 
and the defendant was not the 
holder of a PSV driving licence. 
When interviewed, Mr Prescott had 
said that he was just ignorant and 
he had not realised that such 
licences were required. 

In a letter to the court, Mr 


Prescott’s solicitors said that he had | 


only just purchased the vehicle and 
had no knowledge that licences 
were necessary. He was now aware 
of the law. He had applied for, and 
been granted, a PSV operator’s 
licence. Such offences would not 
occur again. 


The magistrates fined Mr 
Prescott a total of £400, and 
ordered him to pay £100 
prosecution costs. 

Cases alleging similar misuse of 
minibuses to provide services to the 
Airport by three other operators, 
have been adjourned until a later 
date. 

Mr Spencer Lynn, trading as 


Airport Parking, of Stockport; Mr R | 


P Williams, trading as Airport 
Cruisers, of Nantwich; and Mr 
Derrek Buckley, of Nantwich; are 
all accused of using minibuses 
without a PSV operator’s licence, 
using them without a Certificate of 
Initial Fitness, and of allowing them 
to be driven by unqualified drivers. 

The cases against Lynn and 
Williams were adjourned because 
there was no evidence that the 
summonses had been served upon 
them. Buckley’s case was 
adjourned to enable him to take 
legal advice. 


28-vehicle 
licence 
sought 


| W illiam Baldwin, Glyn 
Keeling and Terrence 

Dixon, trading as Yorkshire 

Terrier, of Central Works, 337 

Queens Road, Sheffield, have 

| applied to the North Eastern 

| Traffic Commissioner for a new 

| standard international PSV 

| operator’s licence, authorising the 

| operation of 28 vehicles. 


Licence curtailed 


maintenance record, for the 
second time within 12 months. In 
December 1988, the 


Commissioner decided not to take — 


any disciplinary action, but he 
was only prepared to renew Mr 
Bolton’s licence for a two year 
period, and in respect of six 
yehicles and not the nine applied 
for. 
Brigadier Turner has granted a 
stay, so that his decision does not 
take effect until such time as an 
appeal to the Transport Tribunal 
has been lodged and dealt with. 
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Planning for success 


Network South East is not a 
serious threat, because of the lack 

| of investment on the Kent line, 
which results in low average train 
speeds. Not that commuter traffic 
is very forgiving. However, 
Thornton assured me that it paid to 
employ regular drivers on this type 
of work - they knew every inch of 
the road and were able to compete 
effectively with trains that had ‘a 
free line’. 

Scotts needed to invest in new 
coaches to compete in this market, 
but peak hour commuter services 
alone would not provide the 
revenue to justify such investment 

Five local contracts, including 
one for the local Asda superstore, 
ensure a regular income. 
Longthornton inherited a mini- 
coach contract with the London 
Stock Exchange when it bought 
the business. A new Talbot was 
obtained to service this 
requirement. This vehicle is 
licenced as a PSV even though it is 
| mainly used for documentation 
throughout the day on a City- 


ess than two and a half years 

ago Scotts Coaches ran four 

elderly coaches on mundane 

work. Profitability was 

difficult. Now the fleet has 
expanded to ten - the age profile 
dramatically improved, and the 
company image updated. After a 
£1 million investment programme 
the company is looking forward to 
healthy profits. 

When Fred and Margaret Scott 
announced the sale of their 
business in the summer of 1987, 
Mike Thornton was determined to 
buy, but lacked the necessary 
capital. He was convinced that the 
operation could be made viable, so 
he contacted long-standing friend 
and business consultant David 
Brason, 

Together they masterminded a 
plan that led to the creation of 
Longthornton Ltd a private limited 
company. The two parties 
negotiated through their respective 
consultants to transfer the 
combined businesses of Scotts 
Tours, Scotts Coaches,and Fred 


Scott & Daughters. The first new coaches for Scotts Tours - two LAG Panoramics Docklands shuttle. 

The business buyout plan was display the company corporate identity. Thornton expects the commuter 
masterminded by Brason who services to be self-financing in the 
describes the purchase as: ‘a self- near future - the combination of 
financing deal which Longthornton Why is it that some coach operators commuter services and contract 
has now paid totally’. claim the rates are so bad that they sell work having justified the 

Longthornton started trading as investment in new coaches. Four 
Scotts of South London on up, while others seem capable of coaches are available for private 
September |, 1987. hire throughout the day, and the 

running high-spec machines at a profit? | yioie fleet can be used on such 
Business Plan | Mike Morgan visited South East London =| wo at weekends. 
Ambition and commonsense | in search of an answer. Leasing 


dictated a business plan. The 
backbone of the new company’s 
operation was to be newly- | 
established commuter services 
from Kent. This operation started 
with two coaches and 54 
passengers. Expansion has been 
gradual, but has now reached 150- 
160 passengers per day on four 
coaches. 

Thornton describes his service 
as ‘club class’, with each 
passenger receiving a free 
newspaper. The service, he 
maintains, promotes itself. Direct 
mail shots are used, but Thornton 
believes the vehicles themselves 
are the best advert as the car-bound 
commuter drives along the same 
stretch of road at the same time 


A critical feature of the business 
plan was the decision to lease 
vehicles. Two new LAGs have 
recently joined the fleet, along 
with four second hand Bovas, two 
Volvos and an older AEC/Duple as 
a spare coach. 

Although a 14 vehicle operators 
licence is held, only ten vehicles 
are operated. There’s a policy of 
one driver per coach, with spare 
staff brought in to cover any extra 
work-load. 

Each full-time member of staff 
joins a contributory company 
pension scheme and is given free 
private medical cover. The new 
management clearly recognises the 
importance of looking after its staff 


each day. Only two of the ten vehicles operated were in the yard. The Talbot in an area of south London where 
The commuter vehicles are out- minibus is employed on a Stock Exchange contract inherited with recruitment and retention is 

stationed at Maidstone and the purchase of the original business, whereas the 1974 Duple difficult. 

Chatham using off-road parking. Dominant-bodied AEC Reliance was acquired as a spare vehicle and Only one driver has been sacked 

Apparently the competiton from is not in fleet livery. since Longthornton took over 
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<q Scotts - reflecting the success of | 

the staff retention programme. | 
Thornton regards staff | 

attitudinal training as vital. He has 
exacting standards for his drivers - | 
to match the quality of service 
represented by the new fleet. 
Occasional drivers are often 
recruited from some distance 
away. At the time of my visit 
preparations were being made for a | 
weekend shuttle contract. Drivers | 
would be used from as far afield as | 
Northamptonshire as Scotts 
endeavour to recruit part-time 
drivers of the right temperament. 


Cost Effective 


In view of industry concern over 
the level of payment for winter ski- 
contracts, I questioned the viability 
of such an operation. Thornton 
assured me that in this case it was 
cost-effective. Six vehicles would 
run to the South of France and 
return empty so that they would be 
in position for the 
contract/commuter work. The 
return trips would be operated the 
following weekend after fulfilling 
the daily contractual commitments. 

Such an exercise was only 
possible if the company had strict 
knowledge and control of its 
costings. Equally the drivers 
concerned had to agree to do this 
additional work at a special rate. 

Drivers on continental work are 
advised to claim tax relief for such 
work at the end of the financial 
year. 


Costings 


Thornton was adamant that the 
best way of realising realistic rates 
for contracts and private hire was 
to: ‘educate our neighbours 
regarding business plans and 
costings’. Brason observed that the 
recent Coachmart seminars had 
been of great value. However, he | 
observed: ‘the operators who 
needed to be there were 
conspicuous by their absence’. 

The Scotts management team 
believe that one of the real 
problems in the industry is that so 
many operators do not budget. 
Cash flows, in themselves, are not 
necessarily helpful - ‘they don’t 
guarantee a successful outcome 
unless realistic’. Brason advised 
operators to include payment of 
wages to the owner as a cost. He 
also observed - “some operators 
are losing money without turning a 
wheel’. 


Accounts 


The new owners prepare 
monthly accounts using PC Coach 
Manager software. This is linked 
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| to 32 days. Such improved 
| turnover was critical to the 


| competitors who will give credit 


| drop in bad debts. 


dramatically reduced the age 


| vehicle the more reliable it is - 


| reliable machine. 


Mike Thornton has masterminded the transformation® 
in Scotts fortunes. 


in a £200 accounts package to 
Sage Financial controller and a 
self-written spreadsheet. 

Regular financial monitoring 
was Clearly essential for the 
youthful company and has reduced 
the average credit period from 78 


fledgling company, but the new 
management are critical of 


facilities to anybody. 

The management team advise 
checking the credit worthiness of 
all clients. Normal terms are 
payment seven days in advance. 
Thornton observed that there had 
been, ‘significant internal 
resistance’ to chasing up bad- 
debts. 

With the assistance of the 
computer package a prompt 
invoice is sent to credit customers. 
A statement follows - then a letter 
from the company consultant. 
Thornton said that such financial 
control had resulted in a dramatic 


Maintenance 


Clearly the new company had 


profile of its fleet. According to 
Thornton: ‘The younger the 


though not necessarily at lower 
cost’. 

All but two of the vehicles are 
second-hand. Thornton was 
philosophical about the effect of 
this on maintenance programmes. 
He considered that it took a year to 
convert a second-hand coach into a 


The Bovas in the fleet had 
suffered from a problem with 
brakes. ‘If only Coachmart could 
publish information about 
operational experience with 
different types of vehicle so that 
prospective buyers could be 


forewarned of potential problems’ 
Thornton lamented. 


image 


All fleet vehicles with a long life | 


expectancy had been painted in a 
new corporate livery of dark blue, 
with white and yellow stripes. This 
new corporate image has been 
extended to a strict insistence on 
staff uniforms. At a cost of 
£20,000 a publicity leaflet 
explaining the Scott travel service 


| had been printed for distribution 


when each new booking is made. 
At the same time special 

stationery is sent to customers so 

that they may confirm bookings by 


| return of post - making life easier 


for all concerned. 
Mileage rates 


In spite of the variety of vehicles 
in the fleet all quotations for jobs 
are based on a collective average. 


New LAGs 


Flagships of the fleet are two 
LAG Panoramics purchased new. 
At special request the headlights 
were to have been modified for 
easy conversion to continental use. 
Both main beams are directed 
straight ahead, but the inside dip of 
the twin lamp arrangement were to 
have been directed for continental 
use, with the outside lamps for 
British use. Construction and use 
regulations would have 
necessitated such a device being 
disconnected for use in the UK - 
this modification was not carried 
out. 

Similarly a specific request to 


| move the spring on the toilet door 


to operate on the inside of the door 
had not been done. 
Thornton reported other areas of 


| dissatisfaction with the product. He 


maintained that there had been 


production line faults with the 
DAF front axle. The asbestos type 
brake linings lift on the leading 
edge of the brake shoes - this 
simply needs asbestos-free shoes, 
he maintained. 

He suggested the need for a pool 
of mechanical modifications for 
each type of vehicle to be made 
available to the whole industry. 

The practicality of a rear 
engined coach was very important 
to Thornton - giving improved 


| flexibility with interior space. 


Experience with DAF backup had 
been good. 


Choice of Vehicles 


Integrals are preferred because 
of the perceived superior strength 
and accommodation. Thornton 
considered Setra to be the best on 
the market, with Jonckheere the 
best body on chassis. Bova and 
LAG are purchased because they 
are the next best and affordable. 


Security 


The South London base presents 


| some security problems - one 


being from suspected sabotage. A 
video security system with alarm 
has improved security and had the 
side effect of making the site 
insurable. 

Previously serious damage had 
been experienced at a crucial 
development period. 

Scotts brochure describes the 
business as: ‘a revitalised coach 
business acquired by Longthornton 
Ltd in the Autumn of 1987. Since 
then we have invested nearly 
£1,000,000 in modernising and re- 
equipping our current fleet of 
vehicles’. 

This ‘revitalised’ business 
presents a very professional image 
to the travelling public and, as the 
brochure claims, ‘remains large 
enough to cope, but small enough 
to care’. 


Scotts Tours elat 
Owned by Longthornton Ltd 


Address: 9-27 Croft Street, 
London, SE8 S5DW 


Phone: 01 732 8963 
Fax: 01 237 7810 


Fleet: 10 including 1 minibus 
Type of Work: London 


commuter services. Private 
Hire. Contracts. 
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Be a professional if 


you want to survive 


n my youth bankruptcy and 
bastardy ranked at equal 
levels as something of which 
those qualifying for the 
epithets would be ashamed. Just 
as illegitimacy has lost its stigma 
over the last twenty years or so, I 
have also been harbouring the 
thought that one of the unsung 
and unmentioned achievements of 
a long period of Conservative 
government has been to make 
bankruptcy respectable. 

Although this has a ring of 
truth about it, I have, 
nevertheless, felt that there was 
more to it than that. It was only 
recently that I came to realise 
what the whole truth is: seeing 
other businesses fold makes the 
wise realise that whether they are 
builders, hoteliers, shop-keepers 
or PSV operators, all businesses 
now have to be run by 
professional businessmen if they 
are to avoid sliding down the 
chute into the arms of the Official 
Receiver. 

In a financial sense 
professionalism takes on a special 
meaning. It is not just smartening 
up the livery and engaging in 
some customer care. It has meant 
learning to manage cash-flow (a 
term which I had never heard of 
twenty years ago). It has meant 
developing the USP (and if you 
do not know what that is, perhaps 
it shows that you have something 
to learn about professionalism in 
presentation and marketing 
skills). In coaching it has meant 
learning to sell rather than 
waiting for work to just drift our 
way. 

Less obvious to many of us, but 
the everyday tasks of City 
businessmen, it has meant 
learning to study markets, detect 
trends and to act in advance of 
events rather than engage in crisis 
management schemes and 
constant damage limitation 
exercises. 

Some operators will respond 
that they already do this by 
checking up on what their 
competitors are charging and then 
adjusting their rates to suit. This, 
I would suggest is akin to a 
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market trader selling oranges at a 
price fixed in relation to a 
neighbouring stall-holder, but 
with frightening disregard to what 
he paid for his supply at the 
wholesale market. 

Our job is not so easy, for we 
do not have a single wholesale 
market from which to buy our 
product. We deal with a 
multiplicity of suppliers; for fuel, 
parts, new or second hand 


| vehicles, theatre tickets, hotel 


beds, and many more beside. 
How, as the good businessmen 
that we need to be, do we know 
whether current high inflation 
rates are really Lawson’s ‘blip’ or 


| a Major upward spiral? Does the 


December and January hike in 
fuel costs merit special revision 
of our prices or can we expect oil 
prices to fall back again when the 
cold spell in America has passed? 
What is the effect of inflation, the 
Ford pay settlement, the 
ambulance drivers’ dispute or 
mortgage rates on our next pay 
review; and to what extent should 
interest rates govern our major 
purchasing decisions? How are 
hotel bed occupancy rates 
affecting room charges, and does 
it give us power to haggle fora 
better rate? Will a recession be 
good for the U.K. holiday 
market? what are the trends in car 
ownership and how does that 
affect our future? 

I could go on and on throwing 


| out these sort of questions which, 
as businessmen in the coach and 


bus industry, I think we should be 
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constantly assessing and 
reassessing. These are questions 
to which there are often no black 
and white answers. Indeed, the 
hue may change daily as a 
particular international situation 
develops, as the exchange rates 
fluctuate, as governments come 
and go and as public taste varies. 
Thus there is no single body, no 
exact publication and no 
consultant from which the best 
answer can be gleaned. 

We have to be our own judge of 
these things, but my use of the 
word judge is heavy with 
meaning. One can only judge in 
the light of known facts. To 
simply take retrospective action 
on the happening of certain 
events is one of reaction, not the 
exercise of judgement. 

If you have followed this so far 
you may well be wondering 
| where all this philosophical 
theorising is leading, so let me 
bring it right into reality. Over the 
years that I have gone on 
educational visits with coach 
operators, I have noted that but 
few read a ‘quality’ daily paper: 
most take the tabloids. I strongly 
suspect that there is a belief in the 
minds of many small 
businessmen that the FT is for 
those who dabble in stocks and 
shares and has nothing to tell 
them about how they can make 
profits. 

Those of you who, like me, 
listen at the crack of dawn to the 
market reports on Radio Four’s 


| ‘Farming Today’ will know that 


this is the indicator of the 
wholesale market for the farmer 


and the market trader. We, in the 
coach and bus business, are not 
blessed with such a good, daily, 
single source of business 
information. We have to take ours 
from diverse sources and, while 
the news items on these pages, 
and those of our sister publication 
Bus Business, may take us some 
way towards having reasonable 
material to make business like 
judgements, it is far from enough. 
Those who want to remain 
respected businessmen rather than 
respectable bankrupts might like 
to try the following news diet: 
Radio 4 from about 0600 to 0830 
when waking or driving; followed 
by morning reading, and then 
critical evaluation and 
application, of the business 
sections of either the Times, 
Telegraph, Independent or 
Financial Times. For a night-cap 
try something like the Travel 
Trade Gazette on the days when 
PSV journals are not available. 
Regular digestion of this 
roughage in place of the sweets 
provided by the tabloids should 
help to build the proper 
constitution for a businessman. 
(For the benefit of Sun readers: 
FT is an accepted abbreviation 
for the Financial Times, which 
has far more news than its name 
suggests. Likewise USP means 
Unique Selling Proposition - the 
‘something different’ about your 
product or service which lets you 
steal a march over your 
competitors and, at the same 
time, makes the customer less 
price conscious. What’s yours?) 
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THE BEAUTY OF 
COACHING 


We look back into the past and find out there was life before coach and bus 
operation. Jean Stratton, Sunderland-based Redby Travel’s talented and glamorous 
MD, has always had the press cameras clicking to the firm’s advantage. 


fter successfully running a 

20-vehicle bus and coach 

operation for a number of 

years Jean Stratton, MD of 
Sunderland-based Redby Travel. 
has undoubtedly proved she is 
more than a pretty face and a trim 
figure. 

Jean has proved that glamour 
and coaching can march hand-in- 
hand, for her earlier activities in 
the modelling world have had 
important marketing spin-offs for 
the Stratton’s family business. In 
the seventies the local press carried 
many stories beneficial to the 
family business. 

One story celebrated the ‘Beauty 
and the Bus’ when Jean passed her 
PSV Driver’s test. Said Jean at the 
time: ‘It causes quite a stir when | 
get behind the wheel because 
passengers don’t believe a girl can 
be their coach driver’. But she had 
been parking and reversing the 
buses at Redby’s garage years 
before she was old enough to take 
the test - and she ‘thought nothing 
of it’. 

Jean is now a member of North 
East Women in Business, and has a 
very ‘no- nonsense’ and sharp 
approach to business herself. 
Allied with this, she is extremely 
interested in the progress of 
Stagecoach Holdings MD Ann 
Gloag - and meets fellow women 
members of this growing 
‘monstrous regiment’ every month 
at Lumley Castle. That women still 
have a long way to go in business 
is shown by the large proportion of 
secretaries and personal assistants, 
who Jean says ‘are the ones in the 
background who really take care of 
the business for their male bosses’. 

Although Jean says her main 
love is the coach and bus industry, 
she tried hairdressing and also 
thought of becoming a swimming 
instructor after leaving school. 
However, both photographic and 
fashion modelling soon became a 


By Rod Davey 


side-line as she became immersed 
in father Fred Stratton’s business. 
Giving up hairdressing, she 
completed her modelling course 
and still managed, in between 
assigments for toothpaste 
commercials and appearances as a 
Daily Mirror “Summer Bird’, to 
help dad run his buses and coaches 
at the same time. 

Fred Stratton is now a very fit 
and able 70 years old and is a joint 
partner with Jean - as far as 
ownership is concerned. But Fred 
now prefers to let her run the 
business. When Jean first got 
involved he confessed: ‘At one 
time, I used to wish I had a son to 
take over the business, but not any 
more. Jean works as hard as any 
man and she never complains 
about having to be out at 6.30 in 
the morning’. 

Epithets such as ‘bus driver in a 


Glamouro 
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mini skirt’, along with the routine 
sexism of the local press, were 
taken in Jean’s stride as she built 
up her business acumen and 
managerial experience. Father Fred 
established the business in 1946 
with £1,000 back-pay he received 
from the Army at the end of the 
War - after being held captive by 
the Germans for over four years. 

Fred bought an ex-Ministry of 
Defence 1932 Leyland Cub, but 
his wife didn’t like the look of the 
vehicle and was adamant the 
family name should not go on it. 
He scratched his head and came up 
with the choice of two names - 
Roker after the Roker Park ground 
of Sunderland's football side and 
Redby after a local school. He 
tossed a coin and Redby Travel 
was born. 

And Fred is fulsome in his 
praise of his daughter, who he feels 


us Jean has a no-nonsense attitude to the coach and bus 


business — steering the company in a profitable direction. 


has helped get the firm to its 
present position with an annual 
turnover approaching £1 million. 
Redby Travel now runs 10 buses, a 
mixture of Dennis Dominators and 
Lancets - and 10 coaches, with two 
Volvos, two DAFs, three Leyland 
Leopards, and one Mercedes, Ford 
and Bedford. Never exactly at ease 
with his daughter’s modelling 
work, with Geordie pragmatism he 
always said: ‘Might as well get 
some publicity out of it.’ 

Such publicity has helped Redby 
Travel expand its bus services up 
to a fleet as large as the coaching 
side. And with work as diversified, 
Redby run local commercial 
services in competition with Go 
Ahead Northern and Busways, 
with some ‘secured’ County 
Council tenders in which the 
revenue is kept by the operation. 

Schools and works contracts, 
Redby’s own tours with a little 
contract tour work would complete 
the picture - were it not for the 
firm’s weekly run with Littlewoods 
Pools to Glasgow. Security is 
provided by Littlewoods staff , and 
the vehicles are equipped with 
mobile telephones to keep in touch 


| with both firms at all times. 


Before Jean passed her PSV test 
she passed her car test as soon as 
she was 17, driving fast cars as she 


| does now - and the signs of 


success are three Mercedes cars. 
Cars, as well as PSVs, have always 


been an important part of her life. 


Following the refurbishment of a 
stately 1933 ‘Al Capone’-style 


| Vauxhall car, Jean’s GRP-bodied 


Lotus *2plus2’ caught fire in the 
mid-seventies, but fortunately not 
while she was driving it. 

Although she likes speed, Jean 
won a pewter tankard at the 
Blackpool National Coach Rally in 
1972 for her bus driving ability. 
But to this day she thinks it was 
odd: *A tankard seems a strange 
prize to give to a lady driver’, she 
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market has its softer side - the 
company provide free transport for 
mentally handicapped children. 
On costs, Jean said the highest 
were for labour. In addition to the 
driving staff, the company employ 
three fitters and two cleaners. With 
several pits inside the garage 
premises, the site functions on a 
shift system around the clock. On 


said. 

Jean’s sharp business sense 
extends to the company’s own 
tours, which are sold from their 
own travel shop in the Pallion area 
of Sunderland, run by Jean’s sister 
Maureen Midgley. Continental 
work includes Austria and the 
Rhine Valley, and Jean said: ‘I 
market the tours with separate 


You've got to be prepared to put something in - 
but the rewards have got to be there at the 
end of the day.’ 


the maintenance side, Jean is 
planning some diversification and 
hopes to replace a lightweight 
Bedford recovery vehicle with a 
heavier one - to contract out 
recovery services in the 
Sunderland area. 

Jean was adamant on her 
business philosophy: ‘I’m in this 
business to make money and enjoy 
the fruits of my efforts. You’ve got 
to be prepared to put something in 
- but the rewards have got to be 

| there at the end of the day’. She 

added: ‘Father and I have had a 

good living from the business over 

the years - and I intend to keep it 

that way’. 
Redby Travel avoid buying new 

vehicles, preferring to purchase 

| used PSVs between two and three 

| years old. ‘It saves money and 
keeps costs down - and we are able 
to buy this way because we have 
an efficient in-house maintenance 
system’, said Jean. An ex-coach 
driver, Terry Lyon, works as the 
firm’s traffic manager. He holds 
his own CPC - Jean got hers 
through ‘grandfather rights’. The 
company employ a further three 
office staff at the travel shop. 

The acquisition of the current 
Redby depot in 1976 epitomises 
the company’s attitude to financial 
gearing. The land was bought for 
£5,000 with the deeds made out to 
Fred and Jean Stratton rather than 

| the company. They borrowed a 


leaflets to give me flexibility, and 
watch the bookings closely. If a 
tour goes well I put another one on 
later in the season’, she added, 
with a caution revealing the unique 
nature of her Sunderland client 
base - currently suffering an 
unemployment rate of 12 per cent. 

Such unemployment compels 
Jean to go for the ‘cheaper and 
more price- sensitive end’ of the 
holiday market, with jaunts to the 
Costa Brava still popular. 
Admitting the market was difficult 
to predict, especially with interest 
rates currently so high, Jean said 
she sold such holidays mostly to 
the young people. She will be 
carefully watching the sales of a 
new tour to Porec in Yugoslavia 
this year, but feels: ‘East European 
holidays are the thing to come - 
especially with what’s happening 
over there at the moment’. 

Business can be tough, and as 
January and February are difficult 
months on the private hire side, 
Jean has to lay men off. Redby 
employ 15 full time drivers, 
supplemented with up to 25 part 
timers in the seasonal peak. Jean 
said: ‘The only problem with 
laying men off are the consequent 
recruitment problems for the high 
season. It restricts choice and often 
means you might finish up with 
less able men on occasions’, she 
added. 

The Redby approach to the 


| building, which was paid off 


| edge’. Jean takes competition, and 


| their own travel clubs. It’s difficult 


| Echo’s Women’s Circle’, she said. 


| computerised, with Jean and Terry 


| 


further £50,000 for the offices and 


within four years. Jean added: 
‘And it’s the same with the 
vehicles, which we pay for mostly 
with cash. On the rare occasions 
we do use hire purchase, we put 
down a substantial deposit and pay 
off the balance as quickly as 
possible’. 

Jean outlined the reasons for this 
financial philosophy: ‘Low gearing 
keeps our fixed costs down and 
helps us maintain our competitive 


as a consequence marketing, 
seriously: ‘We use ads in the local 
press - but the newspapers have 


to compete with the Sunderland 


She deals with the problem by 
placing small repeat ads, and uses 
electronic display advertising, 
updated weekly, inside the bus 
fleet. As Jean says: ‘Passengers on 
our buses are a captive audience’. 
Such on-bus advertising is 


typing in tours, excursions and 


Redby Travel MD Jean Stratton 
helped keep the firm in the 
public eye in the early seventies 
— and modelling was combined 


with bus driving. 


whatever else the firm wants to 
promote, such as ads contracted by 
other local businesses. 

This digital advertising is not on 
the outside of the vehicles as it 
would, according to Jean, detract 
from the marketing impact of 
Redby’s startling green and yellow 
livery. She said: “We like to show 
off our livery, and the digital 
advertising inside is neat, clean- 
looking and effective’. In addition, 
Redby makes extensive use of 
mailshots and day excursion 
leaflets. Jean said: “Our London 
and Paris weekends are both put 
together for mailshots.’ 

It’s hardly suprising Jean is 
calculatingly optimistic about the 
future. She said: ‘We may expand 
our local bus services - and we will 
certainly expand on our executive 


| coach side. Last year, there was 


hardly a day when I was not hiring 
in vehicles, right up to last 
Christmas’. And she added: ‘I 
think this year will be as good, so I 
plan to upgrade and increase the 
fleet’. 

Views on mixed coach and bus 
operation were illuminating too: 
“We have a happy combination of 
revenue from holidays and a good 
cash flow situation from our local 
service work’. The average age of 
Redby service buses is eight , so 
they are quite young by present 
standards - and the Lancets look 
very smart. However, Jean is 
looking at a fleet replacement 
programme, but says she’ll stick 
with Denis because of the firm’s 
spares stock. 

Although Jean favours Volvos as 
coaches she says: ‘I’ll look around 
and see what deals are available’. 
She said she saved money on 
DAFs and added they were “quite 
reliable’. DAFs returned 
approximately |2mpg, and Redby 
Travel service buses averaged 
about 8mpg. 

Obviously, there is more to this 


| one-time Daily Mirror ‘Summer 
Bird’ than meets the eye. 


Jean's two Mercedes sports cars are seen here with part of the Redby coach fleet in the firm's Sunderland yard. 
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GRAHAM MARTIN’S 


(Bus & Coach Sales) 


OLINER 

84 1 ONLY METROL A 
MINGS, L10 engine: 

as Grant type doors fitted. 


680 
YLAND LEOPARD 
NA pe Duple Dominant I, 
50 reclining seats, 
MoT 23.6.90. 


“All prices subject to VAT” 


A large selection of 


buses, 73/74/75, 
with good MoTs 


1979 LEYLAND LEOPARD “or zs 

Semi-Auto Duple DPE" G0. £12,000 
clining seats. 6.90. . 

ear BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant, 

53 seats, new MoT. £9,000 a 

4974 BEDFORD PJK Duple Dom! . 

29 seats. £3,500 pee 

1974 BRISTOL LH401 Plaxton, 

£4,000 


LATEST 
4980 LEYLAND LEOPARD rely 
DOMINANT 2, 49 reclining $¢n i, 
windows, Telma, MoT Apri : 
ja eran oer 

j-auto Plaxto , Of 
seining seats, MoT 4-12-90, fitted 
curtains. 

vo B10M DUPLE 

190 SEAN, 49 seats, toilet, coffee 
machine, MoT March ‘90. 


tinted 


OPENING FOR VIEWING AT WEEKENDS 
“TRADES DESCRIPTIONS ACT” 


KING STREET MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE, CW10 9EA 
M6 exit Junction 18, A54 2 miles from motorway 


Leyland National service 


IN| BUSES 
ay 1987 SHERPA CARLYLE, 16 


seats. 

SERVICE BUSES it 

LEYLAND NATIONALS. Merny os 

selection of Mk |, choice 0 ' 

11-3 metres. ; te 
land Nationals ft ’ 

Also. RRDNER ENGINES HLXB, choice 


of 5.P.0.A 
RS 
DOUBLE DECKE' vaT and 


Agood selection 
Leylands. 


“We quote the year of the registration not the year of manufacture” 


TELEPHONE: DAY OR NIGHT MIDDLEWICH (060 684) 3476-3658 


FAX NO: (0606) 845602 


Conversions and Showrooms at 
Crystal Industrial Park 
Barnby Dun Road, 
Doncaster 
Tel (0302) 328888 
FRANK BLOOM (Home) 
(0723) 583247 


CRYSTALS OWN CONVERSIONS 
MERCEDES 408D, 15 high back moquette 
seats, full soft trim, tinted windows, luggage 


racks, saloon heater, quad vent, radio cas- 
sette. £18,950. 


MERCEDES 609D, 20/26 coach seats on 


tracking, full luxury spec 
Feb. £26,500. 


available, 
LEYLAND DAF 400 SERIES, diesel, 5 
speed, 16 high back moquette seats, high 
roof, radio/cassette, 4 speakers, 4 soft trim 
luggage racks, saloon heater, quad vent, 
tinted windows. £16,700. 


TRANSIT DIESEL 16 seater low back mo- 
quette seats, radio cassette, saloon heater, 
quad vents. £14,995. 


TRANSIT COACHBUILT, 20 mog seats, 


full luxury spec, available January. Please 
ring for full spec. £23,500. 


1986 (C) 608D, 23 high back seats, deep 


boot, Bristol Dome, annual Sept °90. 


£16,750. 


MIDI-COACH 
SALES LIMITED 


1986 (C) 307D 12 MOQ SEATS, high spec 


throughout, annual March 1990. £10,250. 


1982 (Y) TRANSIT 16 SEATER, 1 year’s 
annual. £5,350. 


1982 (X) TRANSIT PETROL, 12 seater, all 
tidy. £3,250. 


1983 (A) 12 SEATER BEDFORD PETROL, 
all tidy. 1 year MoT. £2,450. 

1980 (V) 16 SEATER TRANSIT, petrol, an- 
nual February 91, all tidy. £3,500. 

1976 (P) TRANSIT PETROL, welfare and 
TAILLIFT dormobile, 8 seater. £950. 
1984 A TRANSIT 12 seater, petrol, mo- 
quette seats, immaculate condition 


1983 (Y) TRANSIT, 12 seater, petrol, new 
engine, annual 29,990 £3,950. 


1984 (B) TRANSIT DIESEL, overdrive, 16 
high back moquette seats, high spec, annual 
Feb. £8,250. 


1986 (D) FREIGHT ROVER + 5 
STANDEES, power door, service bus. 


1983 (Y) MERCEDES 508D, 19 high back 
moquette seats, Bristol dome, boot, annual 
Jan “91. £10,950. 


Showroom at 127 Dartford Road. 
Telephone (0322) 228538 
Contact Eric Yates or Dave Broad at Dartford 
or Eric Yates (home (0234) 218549 
or Dave Broad (home) (0634) 711178 


1987 (D) TALBOT DIESEL Crystals, high 
spec, 14 seater. £8,500. 
1985 (B) TRANSIT DIESEL, 12 moquette 


seats, | year’s annual, very tidy throughout 
£6,250. 


1987 (D) IVECO 35.8, high spec conver- 


sion, 15 moquette seats, very tidy vehicle. 
£9,750. 


1988 (B) TALBOT TURBO DIESEL, 


Crystals high spec conversion, | year 
annual. £9,950. 


PLEASE RING 


(0322) 228538 


and we will be pleased to send you 
our up-to-date stock list with 
Britain’s largest selection of new 
and second-hand mini coaches. 


FINANCE ARRANGED 


(31836/MB) 


Coachmart February 8, 1990 


COMPUTERS 


THE TRANSPORT 
MANAGER’S BEST FRIEND 


HEN Clive Sinclair 

introduced us to the digital 

calculator way back in 1973, 

no-one could envisage what 
would happen next. 

At the time, teachers held up their 
hands in horror, predicting the 
complete collapse of the 
mathematics education system. 
Now, just about every man, woman 
and child in Britain has a calculator, 
and no-one is frightened of touching 
the buttons. Strange, then, that 
small-business computers are not 
more widely adopted. 

The reticence of some can be put 
down to the nightmarish language 
which the programmers foisted 
upon us when they first told us 
about their machines. It seemed that 
you needed a degree in the subject 
to use them. 

Along with increasing power 
came more sensible programmes, or 
software. Computers are ‘user 
friendly’ at last, and operating one is 
no more complicated than bashing a 
typewriter. The achievements are 
staggering... yet some operators are 
still dragging their heels. 

Let’s explode a few myths. No, 
it’s nearly impossible for all your 
work to disappear without trace 
when there’s a powercut. Your eyes 
won’t ‘go funny’ if you look at the 
screen for a few hours every day, as 
long as you take a break from time 
to time. No, computers don’t cost 
money, they save it, and that’s why 
nearly every big business in Britain 
uses them. 

New models don’t appear every 
week, and older models don’t 
become useless. Computers rarely 
break down, and can cost from a 
few hundred pounds to whatever 
you want to spend. And finally, the 
programmes available for operators 
are designed with coach operation in 
mind, rarely adapted from some 
other use. 

What can a small computer do for 
your business? Let’s start with the 
basics: it occupies the tiniest 
fraction of the space taken up by a 
filing cabinet, and can store a great 
deal more information. There is no 
perfect office system, since human 
error creeps in with every one, 
including manual logging and filing. 
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Terry Hawthorne, of Limebourne Coaches, can manage all of his 
bookings and contracts through this small personal computer (PC) 
without recourse to a filing system and with complete confidence. 


Time was when computer systems were 
designed by and for computer buffs. 


| We’ve come a long way since the days 
_ when operators thought hardware was a 
| bag of washers, and software was what 
covered the coach seats. At long last, 
computers have learned to understand 
the transport manager... 


| But computers, to all intents and 

| purposes, are 100 per cent accurate, 
their figures neat and uniform, and 
the printed work they produce 
makes conventionally-typed stuff 
look like Caxton’s first efforts. 

But where does the operator 

begin? The very first move should 
be to contact one or two firms 


selling coach operating systems, and | 


ask for a full demonstration. There 
is no obligation whatever to buy, 
and the salesman won’t mind if you 
ask him to go away afterwards 
while you see some more systems... 
if he has confidence in his product. 

The programmes on offer 
perform a wide variety of functions. 
Some are accounting programmes, 
some are designed to monitor and 
manage costs, others are aimed 
more at sophisticated word 


processing. The hardware is more or 


less universal, centreing on IBM 
| compatible machines. Systems 
| designers tend to pick a computer 
| that is particularly suitable for their 


software, but there is some 
crossover. You may discover that a 
machine can run more than one of 
the available programmes, but you 
may have to push the salesman to 
find out. Part of his profit comes 
from the sale of the machine, and 
he may exhibit some initial 
favouritism. 

Some of the most sophisticated 
programmes can track the progress 
of each of your vehicles, showing at | 
a glance which is producing the 
lowest cost per mile. This has 
several benefits, highlighting 
inefficient vehicles and indicating a 
pricing structure for each job, 
specific to vehicle. The 
programmes even take depreciation 
of the vehicle into account. All of 
these figures can, of course, be 
produced manually but the very fact 
that producing them is time- 
consuming and tedious makes them 
ideal for a computer. It won’t get 
bored or tired, and relieves you to 
perform more genuinely intelligent 


jobs. 


Coachmart took a look at just one 
programme - Richard Salaman’s CD 
1 - which seemed a reasonable 
starting point for most private hire 
and contract-based operations. It is 


| basically a coach diary (hence the 


‘CD’) which helps log jobs in date 
order as they arrive. 

Using this programme, Salaman 
demonstrated how Limebourne 


| Coaches keeps all jobs on file, 


produces driver instructions, 
collates information on the amount 
of business given to them by their 
many clients, and its value. The 
diary is remarkably easy to use, and 
incredibly fast. Salaman admits 
there are many functions it cannot 
perform - mainly in the area of 
accounting and costing - but as a 
tool for transport manager Terry 
Hawthorne, it has repaid the cost of 


buying it many times over. 


“We’ve had the system for 15 
months,’ said Hawthorne. ‘It has 
handled around 9,000 jobs, and 
missed the mark only twice, then 
only because of operator error. 

‘I needed something anyone can 
use, since the office staff change 
fairly frequently. This is so easy to 
use, even the night watchman can 


| add new jobs to the list for us. If I 


get anew employee, I can train him 
or her in about ten minutes, and that 
saves the firm money.’ 

Hawthorne guesses that he now 
handles only 30 per cent of the 
paperwork he used to, and now 
hardly bothers with backing up the 
computer with conventional filing. 
He can, he says, take bookings for 


| any time in the future, even 


provisional bookings for which the 
client has little information. It all 
goes on disc, and he can effectively 
assess the day’s work in a few 
moments. 

The information gathered by the 
CDI system is eventually passed 
on to Limebourne’s accounts 
personnel, who can then follow up 
invoices. It is a very simple system, 
and inexpensive, but demonstrates 
how the mundane chores of 


| producing worksheets and bills, 
| booking information and much 


other detail can be made easier and 
more efficient by a computer. 
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MARKETING — 
peered 


It pays to advertise 


UDGING by some coach 

operators’ advertising 

campaigns, you might think 

that their customers are 
mind-readers. 

All too often, adverts say 
nothing about the service on 
offer, the vehicle, the 
destination... and instead hinge on | 
the price. The outcome of this 
tactical failure is to convince the 
punter that coach holidays and 
excursions are about cheapness, 
and as a result, cut-throat 
competition reduces profit 
margins to an abysmal 
percentage. 

The golden rule of all 
advertising is to tell customers 
that what is on offer is something 
they will enjoy. No-one denies 
the fact that price wars exist, or 
that pricing is important, but the 
object of the exercise is to be 
selling the product, not the price. 

Supermarkets have, in the last 
decade, exploited advertising so 
that the customer now expects 
better quality at Sainsburys than 
at the butcher, or greengrocer. Yet 
twenty five years ago, 
supermarkets were regarded as 
places to buy cheap food, not 
better food. 

For the privilege of eating 
well-packaged and well-presented 
food, the customer may pay 
double the price (just take a look 
at supermarket meat and veg 
prices) but the overall effect is 
that the supermarkets enjoy good 
profitability, and the price of 
meat and veg in the corner shop 
has risen to the benefit of the 
small retailer. 

The supermarket customer has, 
of course, paid for the advertising | 
with every trolley-load. Operators | 
must pass on the cost in similar 
fashion. You might like to apply a | 
percentage to the total running 
cost to decide an advertising 
budget. Whatever you decide, 
formulate a system and stick to it. | 

Your eventual price per seat is 
what it is. There is no sense in 
cutting it to compete with other 
operators, because to do so means | 
cutting your profit margin which, 
if you aren’t greedy, is the lowest 
figure which ensures your 
company’s prosperity. If the price 
looks a little high, this is the time 
that a well-though-out advertising 
campaign will prove its merit. A 
customer paying £150 fora 
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fully booked. Very often, the fault lies not 


| investment, but only if you tell 


| KEY POINTS 


Every operator must have faced the 
frustration of seeing a carefully-planned 
excursion or tour attract few customers, 

while one of the more mundane trips is 


with the excursion but with the 
marketing. Advertising can be a huge 
success or a dismal failure ... Mark 
Williams reports. 


service/holiday/excursion and 
make sure all these will 
eventually appear in the advert. A | 
picture or two taken 
professionally might be useful, or 
perhaps some artwork if you 
know a painter or cartoonist who 
will produce it to order. The 
subject should always be the 
quality of the product... the 
smiling faces, the comfort, the 
cheerful driver, the 
companionship of travelling 
| aboard a coach, or whatever you 
choose. 

Do not fall into the trap of 
assuming the customer knows 
that your coaches have air 
conditioning, a 100 per cent 
safety record, reclining seats, a 


service may not baulk at it being 
a tenner more than your rival’s if 
your advert can convince him 
yours is better. In effect, you use 
his £10 to sell him a seat. 

Tell the customer what you can 
offer, and what enjoyment he can 
have. This exercise may, in fact, 
force you to think about the 
service you provide: Is it good 
enough, could it be better, and at 
what cost? A free seat for a 
courier/hostess and a drinks 
machine might be a worthwhile 


the customer that the service is 
provided. 

Write down all the best points - 
those your customers most 
appreciate - about the 


@ Set your advertising spend for each programme... AND 
STICK TO IT! 


@ Incorporate the cost into seat prices 


@ Tell the reader how good the destination and coach are, 
not how cheap 


@ Use a series of ads rather than committing all your spend 
to one 


@ Shop around for a good advertising deal, bearing in 
mind ‘cost per thousand’ 


@ Try to get good ad position relevant to your market 


@ Make quite certain both you and the newspaper know 
how the ad should look 


@ Advertising agencies are well worth contacting 


@ Check all ad details carefully 


@ Posters and leaflets are good value only if seen by the 
right people 


| toilet, or a video. Try not to make 


too much of your company name; 
space is money in an advert, and 


| it is more important to sell the 


product first, and ensure customer 
loyalty later, when the successful 
trip is over. A professionally- 
drawn logo might be worthwhile, 
if you haven’t got one, and can be 
adapted to the coach livery. 
These costs - photos, logo, 
artwork - can be absorbed 
through successive, successful 
business, and should be spread 
through the entire advertising 
budget. The remainder is what 
you can spend on column 
centimetres, air time, posters, or 
any other advertising medium. 
The media in general prefer a 
pre-booked series of 
advertisements to a one-off, and 
will often give an advantageous 
rate if you give them good notice. 
Clearly, the more ads you book 
within your budget, the smaller 
each will be, and the fewer words 
you can use in each. Make each 
ad count, by selling just one or 
two trips or services within it, but 
do it properly with adequate type 
size (pensioners have difficulty 
reading small type) and 
mentioning all relevant selling 


| points. 


The actual size of a newspaper 
advertisement depends on your 
budget, the ad price offered and 
the number of ads you are to run. 
This is an equation only the 
operator can produce. But a little 
window shopping may mean 
bigger ads at lower cost; try every 
avenue of advertising. 

Advertising people often talk 
about ‘cost per thousand.’ This is 
a figure derived loosely by 
dividing the advertising cost by 
the readership, in thousands. It is 
a useful guideline to the 
advertiser, enabling him to gauge 
the audience for his ad. Be wary 
of confusing circulation (often 
audited independently) with 
readership (usually the result of 
in-company research). The latter 
assumes that, say, four people 
read every copy of the newspaper, 
the former is the actual number of 


| copies sold. 


Don’t ignore the potential of 
local radio. Retired people, in 
particular, listen frequently to the 
local news and chat programmes. 
Young audiences listen to other 
programmes. Book ads which 
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MARKETING _ 


will be broadcast close to those 
programmes which most appeal to 
your audience. The same applies 
to newspaper ad positions, of 
course. 

Special positions within a 
newspaper often cost a little more. 
It depends on the amount of 
money you are willing to spend as 
to whether the newspaper will 
drop those additional charges, but 
they are certainly open to 
negotiation. Any ad not 
specifically booked for position 
will become ‘run of paper.’ 

A couple of classified lineage 
ads to draw attention to your 
display advertising are cheap, and 
help pull in a few more readers. 
Even if you achieve just one more 
seat sold, it will have been worth 
the few pounds it costs. 

Don’t ignore the possibility of 
tying in an editorial promotion of 
your business. Editorial space (a 
competition, perhaps) may be 
available if you offer, say, two 
places on your excursion or a 
reasonable advertising spend. You 
may be able to get a second bite at 
the cherry if you offer three places 
so that a journalist can produce a 
feature from the trip. Newspaper 
space is at a premium, but the 
chance of something special is too 
good a possibility to miss. 

Newspapers and radio are not 
the only advertising mediums. 
Brochures, posters and leaflets are 
equally effective if used well. 
Again, attention to detail will 
repay itself. Sloppy spelling, bad 
punctuation and cheap paper say a 
great deal about the company that 
produced them. If you 
contemplate a mailshot, or a 
leaflet drop, aim for quality rather 
than quantity. Distribute your 
promotions in appropriate areas - 
no point promoting a pop concert 
package in a retirement area. 

The production of posters and 
leaflets takes the operator into the 
sphere of graphic design, a 
complex subject and one over 
which people are bound to argue. 
One school of thought suggests 
that the operator is as well 
designing his own advertising 
because of his knowledge of the 
subject and the product. This may 
also, on the face of it, seem to 
save money. 

Good graphic designers will 
work closely to any brief given to 
them and produce the goods in a 
fraction of the time it would take 
the operator. This releases the 
operator to do other things, 
ensures deadlines can be met and 
alleviates the worry. Advertising 
agencies may be a good source of 
these skills, particularly for a big 
coach business, and may not be 
expensive. There are a great 
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This ad makes far too much of the firm's name (who cares that they were established in 1913, etc?) 

Type explaining the holiday is far too small. Obviously a 14-day holiday includes at least 12 nights. The 
client won't know the hotel, so why print the name. The demand for a deposit is almost offensive, and 
the statement obvious. Who are Sigue Sigue Sputnik? When is 12/10...a date or time? Why don't Smith's 
Tours pay for the stamp to send their own promotional material? The phone number is almost 


unreadable... 


Sticks to one holiday, tells you it's lovely. Tells the customer it's a lovely vehicle, and shows the scenery. 
Explains WHAT YOU GET for your money, including meals. Encourages you to 'phone for more details 
(and it's much easier to sell by talking to the client), and ensures the best possible exposure for the 
product. You hardly notice the extra tenner. 


number of agencies listed in 
Yellow Pages. 

If you decide to go it alone, 
don’t forget that the newspaper 
offices or radio station can offer 
sound advice and help. 
Newspapers often give a free 
design service, for instance. It is 
in their interest to do so, since 
they want your ad campaign to be 
successful so that they get a re- 
booking. 


If you want to get a specific 
idea of the way an ad should look, 
find a few in the national 
newspapers and magazines which 
have appeal, and mimic the 
design. Always get a second 
opinion, from an unbiased party, 
and you may well iron out an 
embarrassing mistake, or get a 
better idea. And when the proofs 
finally arrive for checking (most 
newspapers will offer this service) 


have it read twice to eliminate 
typographical errors. 

There is no magic formula 
which guarantees advertising 
success, but there can be no doubt 
that a well-planned advertising 


| campaign will justify the 


investment many times over. If 
you spend a little extra time 
working it out, you will be doing 
a great deal more than most 
competitors. 
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SIR 


On reading a very Frustrated 
Operator’s letter in Coachmart 
issue 572, my first impression was 
that here we had a letter referring to 
a large mini bus, but I fear this is 
not the case and came to the 
conclusion that the writer is one of 
the idiots (his term) he appears to 
be complaining about. 

Any self-respecting coach 
operator attempting to carry out an 
obvious two-day job, with the need 


LETTERS 


ar 
Quality service is what really counts 


for overnight accommodation, for 
the overall rate of 41p per mile, 
must be suicidally desperate. 

It’s people like the writer who 
cause the whole problem of below- 
cost rates, because there’s always 
someone like them around, with 
spare capacity, who will do just the 
same - one obviously lives near our 
writer. The sooner operators realise 
that any price lower than one that 
generates a realistic profit, should 
be avoided at all costs. 

It is a great pity that all these 


Self-inflicted price cuts 


SIR 


I must reply to the letter in the 
January 25 issue from the frustrated 
operator in Midlothian, and while I 
sympathise fully with his shock at 
finding some operators do undercut 
and run for silly prices, I cannot 
avoid a little chuckle at what is 
clearly a case of the pot calling the 
kettle black. 

How can this operator have the 
nerve to criticise another operator 
for undercutting him when, by his 
own admission, he was prepared to 
carry out his hire for 41 pence per 
mile? 

Does he not accept that some of 
the more responsible operators, 
also with drivers’ wages and 
overheads, would have been 
quoting for this hire at a more 
realistic rate and will be equally 
aggrieved to note that our 
Midlothian friend was prepared to 
run for 41p per mile? 

Having made this point, | would 
however agree that private coach 
hire rates are now becoming a joke 
and the operators have only 
themselves to blame. Our 
Midlothian operator justifies his 
low rate by saying he will drive the 
coach himself - this presupposes 
that he works for nothing and gets 
no wages, when the truth is that he 
will undoubtedly pay himself more 
than the drivers and that the hire 


Bit of a Walls-up! 


SIR 


In your issue dated January 25, 
you published a photograph of one 
of ‘our’ new Optare Deltas. 

Our traffic manager has made 
several attempts to schedule these 
vehicles but the drivers return to 
the office claiming they can find 
only coaches in our depot - not 
buses. 

Fortunately, we have not yet 


rate should be dearer. 

Another well-used excuse is that 
we have finance payments to meet, 
so we should get the hire at any 
cost. Sadly, the truth is that too 
many operators have no business 
sense and do not even bother to 
work out how much their coaches 
are costing to run. In many cases, 
the only way they survive is by 
cutting corners in maintenance, 
legal hours and by paying 
ridiculous drivers’ wages. 

Finally, | would agree that there 
is no way that operators could ever 
reach agreement on a sensible rate 
for any specific hire. However, 
there is surely a case for never 
going below a realistic figure, 
given the age and type of coach 
offered, and for a standard coach, 
45/53 seats, over five years old, 
that should-never be less than 75p 
per mile. For coaches up to five 
years old, 85 pence per mile, and 
for high spec coaches £1 per mile, 
these rates being exclusive of any 
incurred expenses or extra drivers, 
plus any waiting time which should 
be added on at an appropriate rate. 
Any operator now operating below 
these rates should seriously 
consider his future for the sake of 
the industry. 


L T McMorland, 
Crest Luxury Travel, 
Musselburgh 


been asked to pay for these 
vehicles! 


John C Walls, 

Walls Motor Tours Ltd, 
Higher Ince, 

nr Wigan, Lancs. 


@ Oops ...sorry, we’ve made a bit 
of a Walls-up! The Optare Deltas 
were, in fact, delivered to Walls 
Coaches of Manchester. 
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coach operator groups cannot work 
out a sensible rate for various jobs 
and fine members who quote below 
these rates. It might take a while 
and a few lost job before everyone, 
including the cowboys, realise that 
the vital factor is not how low the 
quoted price is, but how much 
above the minimum we dare go. 

Slowly, as it gets known that the 
majority of responsible coach 
operators are not prepared to sell 
their services cheap, but by quality, 
I am sure others will follow. 

A better solution would be to 
adopt some of the continental 
Freight legislation where the 
official legislators set a minimum 
and maximum rate for each type of 
job, based on actual figures which 
allow the operator to make a profit 
and keep his vehicles in a safe and 
roadworthy condition. Perhaps the 
Traffic Commissioners can help 


Send your letters to: 


The Editor, Coachmart, EMAP 


Response Publishing Ltd, 
Wentworth House, 
Wentworth Street, 

Peterborough PE1 1DS 


here by getting all operators (new 
and renewals) to price up a sample 
list of all types of jobs they are 
prepared to undertake, with a 
separate list for each value of 
coach, i.e. £10,000, £20,000, 
£30,000 etc and make the applicant 
declare these as his minimum 
prices, subject to increases in line 
with the Retail Price Index. 

I will persist with quoting rates 
which are realistic as I’m happy in 
the knowledge that in the quiet 
weeks, two days’ hire probably 
gives me as much profit as some 
operators who are chasing their 
tails all week - and I know that 
customers come back to me, not for 
a cheap hire, but for a quality one. 


David Thompson, 
D/Way Travel, 
Bungay, Suffolk. 


Nostalgia Corner 


This 1950 AEC Regal III with 
32 seat Duple coach bodywork is 
photographed after returning to 

he reconstituted Grey Cars 
peration in Devon. 

It was being used alongside 
another former Grey Cars AEC, 
vith Willowbrook Viking 
bodywork, to promote the tours 
and excursions of the new 
company. 

When it was a subsidiary of 
Devon General, Grey Cars was 
just one example of the many 

perators with a strong 

llegiance to the product of 
Southall factory. The preserved 
ondition of the Regal coach is 
estimony to the dedication 


The AEC Society exi 
promote the continued 
‘appreciation, preservation and 
documentation of the products 

f the Associated Equipment 
Company Ltd’. 

An annual AEC Society Rally 
is held. The 1990 event will take 
place on Sunday May 27 at 


mWollaton Park Nottingham. 


Any AEC (or AEC powered 
vehicle) will be welcome, and the 
event is open to all such vehicles 


irrespective of age or condition. 

The organisers are 
particularly keen to invite 
entries from operators with 
AECs still in service. A 
commemorative plaque will be 
given, and a number of awards 
are made - but there is no 
‘concours’ type judging. 

Anyone requiring further 
information should contact: 

W G Edge 

AEC Society Secretary 

Ginger Fold 

8 Tothill Road 

Swaffham Prior 

Cambridge 

CB5 OJX 
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LETTERS 


booking 


I was interested to read your 
article on hotel double-booking in 
the January 18 issue of Coachmart. 
I would add only one point to the 
otherwise comprehensive checklist 
you published: booking reports. 

Whether these reports are to be 
made regularly by the tour operator 
or on demand from the hotel, the 
contract, especially with a hotel 
booked on a series basis, should 


define the procedure to be followed. 


Mr Slater of Skills mentions the 
system his company uses. 

I would like also to comment on 
one of the points made about 
double-booking by my friend and 
fellow BAWTA member, Gerry 
Topiol. You report him as saying: “I 
take precautions to make sure it 
doesn’t happen twice’. We as a 
company take great care to make 
sure it doesn’t happen once. 

Whether as a result of our 
operational procedures, or of the 
printed contract in four continental 
languages we have used for many 
years, we experienced double- 
bookings on arrival with only 0.63 


aa 
How to minimise double- 


percent of the many hundreds of 
hotel reservations we made on 
behalf of coach operators in 1989. 
Even these affected only parts of 
the groups involved, and all except 
one were overnight stops. 

Double bookings will never be 
eliminated, but they can be 
minimised through proper 


NEC facilities 


As a regular user of the NEC 
coach park (nine times in the last 
seven weeks) I am astonished at 
the lack of facilities for coach 
drivers. The most coaches I have 
counted during this time was 147, 
and the least, 39. Surely, at £8 per 
coach, other facilities besides a 
square of Tarmac should be 
available. 

The nearest toilets are either in 
NEC itself, BR station (purchase 
a 10p platform ticket first) or at 
the airport. As we usually leave at 
15.30 hours and do not return 
home until 0300 hours, a hot meal 
would be welcome. If we want one 


APRIL 21st-22nd 


1990 


Come and Join us — 
at the Rally that really 
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matters! 


communication, understanding and 
trust between hotel and tour 
operator. 


Simon Allen, 

Managing Director, Norman 
Allen Group Travel, 
Hereford. 


a disgrace 


we have to go via the Maglev to 
the airport and pay airport 
prices. NEC costs must be high - 
the maximum number of men 
collecting the parking dues is two, 
so wages must be high in 
Birmingham. 

Come on NEC, by my 
reckoning if every coach brings 

_ an average of only 40 people, you 

get between 1200 and 8000 
passengers via coaches. How 
about some sort of facilities for 
the drivers? 


David Harrison, 
Sleaford, Lincs. 
Self-inflicted price cuts 


Offers of help 
gratefully 
received 

SIR 


Having just read your very 
good article in the January 25th 
issue of Coachmart, I felt I must 
write to say that we are just 
starting this new company and 
would be delighted for any help 
and good advice you could give. 
Also names and addresses of any 
useful bodies would be gratefully 
received. 


| 
| 
| John Dearnley, 
| 
| 
| 


ATIONA 
COAC 


Transport Manager, 
Holywell Holidays Ltd, 
St Bede's School, 

Dukes Drive, Eastbourne. 


@ You don't say which article 
you're referring to, but it sounds 
like Marksman's plea for the 
established operators to lend a 
genuine helping hand to all 
newcomers. It's a worthy thought 
and we're sure operators will 
respond accordingly. 


Rally 


For further information contact 
EDITH BEARSHAW Tel: 0942 47305 
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TOURISM 


ottingham probably means 

‘Robin Hood’ to most people, 

but when the City hosted a 

familiarisation tour last 
month, 138 coach operators found 
much more. 

From white-water rafting to 
stately homes, forests to theme 
parks, Nottingham offers unusual 
and interesting ideas for groups, 
with the added incentive that 
Nottingham is giving away coveted 
crystal glasses and decanters to 
operators booking large numbers of 
clients. Marion Tyman and her team | 
at Nottingham Tourism have done 
their homework well, and wisely 
decided that operators would find it 
easier to sell tours if they included 
some venues outside the City. 

The first evening set the tone of 
the weekend, with a hard-sell 
presentation in the Conference 
Centre. The accent was on selling - 
but Tina and David Parkhouse of 
Aries Coaches from Suffolk said 
they learned a great deal, and found 
the whole weekend informative and 
entertaining. 

The Garden Court Hotel’s 
manager Debbie Hulme is very 
keen to do business with coach 
operators. With plenty of parking, 
attractive rooms (the twins have 
two queen-sized beds) plus a 
weekend rack rate of £33 per room, 
operator Chris Fogden of Coachlink | 
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bang on target 


were very interested in returning. 

The first morning saw three 
coaches heading off into 
Derbyshire, with a quick look on 
the way at Wollaton Hall. Built in 
the 1580s by Britain’s first 


| industrial millionaire Sir Francis 


Willoughby, who made a fortune 
from coal mining, it is a massive 
and impressive Elizabethan 
mansion built high on a hilltop, 
with its Great Hall exactly as it was 
built, and the rest of the building 
housing a zoology and botany 
collection. 

The American Adventure is 
popular with school children, and 


| looking round the site was easy to 
| see why. Lots to interest them, with 


the largest indoor play area in 
Britain where adults can sit and 
read while their children play 


| around on adventure walks. 


There were no children on the 


| visit so the over-grown ones in the 


party were able to try out some of 
the attractions, and great fun it was 
too. Next door was the Wild West 
Saloon, where we were shot at by a 


be a water pistol, but one of the 
party mused that he could think of a 
VAT Inspector he would like to 
invite, and make sure the gun had 
real bullets ... 

If you are beginning to wonder if 
anything in Britain is free, our next 


visit was a delight. The coach drove 
past Edwinstowe Church where 
Robin Hood is supposed to have 


| married Maid Marion, and arrived 


in Sherwood Forest to find Robin 
and his Merry Men to greet us. No, 
this wasn’t laid on especially for us, 
but Sunday local volunteers who 
dress up and talk to visitors about 
the real Robin Hood life style. The 
Merry Men drew out shy kids and 
managed to make everyone feel 
welcome. 

We set off to see the Major Oak 
with outlaw hats on our heads and 
Alan-a-Dale to serenade us. The 


| great tree is easy for elderly and 
| wheelchair passengers to reach, as 


there is a well-tended pathway. 
Once you have seen this 800 year 
old tree you can wander around the 


| 450 acres of the forest, and for 
| those who want entertainment there 


is a well-planned explanation of the 


| Robin Hood story in the Visitor 


Centre by the coach park - and 
again it’s free. There is the usual 
souvenir shop and cafeteria, but 


| your passengers can really get away 


| mean Sherrif. The gun turned out to | 


from it all for an hour or so. 

There are several stately homes 
in the area, and we drove in to see 
Lord Byron’s home, Newstead 
Abbey, before going off to lunch at 


| the Moat House Hotel (was the 


Savoy). 
Newstead was built on to an 800- 


Robin Hood country 


year-old priory, and through the 
picturesque, if ruined, arches you 
can see the monument to Byron’s 
dog Botswain. When Byron 
inherited the Abbey as a child it 
was in ruins; restoring it helped to 
bankrupt him, so he had to sell it 
before he went off to Greece to help 
that country gain its independence 
from Turkey. The Balkan uprising 
is happening again 150 years later 
but this time the ogre is not the 
Ottoman Empire but the 


/ Communist regime. Inside the 


Abbey is a Byron exhibition, and it 
is topical to see what he was doing 


| and compare it with what is 


happening today. 

Brewhouse Yard is another place 
with free entry. This contains 
cameos of life in Nottingham, and 
everyday objects which we grew up 
with were considered worthy of 
space in a museum. There were 
cries of ‘we used to have one of 


| those’, and lots of fun for everyone. 


The children going round were just 
as interested as grown-ups. There 
were also the caves to visit, shown 
as they were when used as air-raid 
shelters in the last war. 

At the Robin Hood centre Robert 
Hardy’s voice introduced us to 
Robin Hood and his legend. After 
the introduction it was in to 
‘adventure cars’, and we sat back to 
see the tales of Sherwood Forest 
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TOURISM 


IN BRIEF 


i CHESSINGTON’S World of 
Adventure looks set to be one of 
1990’s most popular excursion 
venues since the introduction of 
its zany Vampire ride. 

The roller-coaster style ride 
goes above the treetops and below 
ground. The cars hang below the 
rails - hence the vampire tag - and 
gives it a feeling of even less 
security, with nothing beneath it. 

Chessington is certainly 
heading in the right direction, 
having gated 1.3 million visitors 
during 1989, and having got 
figures of more than 80,000 a 
week twice during the hot August. 
It claims to have stemmed the ebb 
tide of school trips, created by the 
new Education Act, by linking its 
activities with that of an education 
centre and the zoo. 

Chessington has lashed out a 
further £8 million on the Vampire, 
plus the rest of the so-called 
Transylvania area of the site. The 
Professor Burb’s Bubble Works 
might prove a draw for the 
children - ‘mein bubbleworks 
makes vunderbar fizzy pop...’ etc 
- but is almost guaranteed to be 
offensive to German tourists! 

The Mystic East, with its 
Singapore Satay bar, Calamity 
Canyon with American-style 
Trading Post, Circus World, 
English Market Square, 
Smugglers’ Cove, Fifth 
Dimension, and a whole host of 
other themes help make a day’s 
entertainment for children. 

Group reductions are £7 for 
adults, £6 children, saving £1.25 
on the standard entry fee. School 
groups may get in for £3 a head, 
and teachers free. There is a free 
coach park. Contact the group 
booking office on 0372 729560. 


THIS fresh, young face is part 
of Coventry’s tourism marketing 
during 1990. Linda Jackman has 
been given the job of tourism 
marketing officer, having spent 
seven years with the city council. 
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unfold. If you have a children’s 
group it is worthwhile charging 5Op 
extra for a certificate enrolling them 
as members of the outlaws, with 
their name beautifully inscribed by 
a calligraphist in medieval dress. 

Up a steep slope lies Nottingham 
Castle, with its bloody and eventful 
history, as all good castles should 
have. This is concerned with the 
Civil War; afterwards the Castle 
was rebuilt by the Dukes of 
Newcastle. 

Inside is a fascinating Social 
History Museum, with a line of five 
models dressed in Eighteenth 
Century costume, from a labourer 
to the duke. Each one has an 
explanation beside them saying 
what their diet was, how much they 
earned, and what type of life they 
led; a very effective way of 
bringing history alive. 

If you’ve ever watched a new 
sport and wanted to join in, you'll 
know what it feels like to stand on 
the banks of Holme Pierrepont 
Canoe Slalom Course on the Trent, 
and watch the waters rushing 
through. Should you have an 
adventurous group there are large 
inflatable rafts available, with 
helmets and life-jackets, and your 
passengers can go down this course 
in groups of eight or nine. 

Apart from this a drive round the 
Sports Centre would make an 
unusual half-hour visit; you can see 
where the Olympic Gold Medal 
rowers trained, and it’s here that 
many of the British Water Ski team 
can be seen practising using a cable 
water-ski tow-bar. It’s nice to think 
that we are world champions in this 
sport too. If you have a group of 
youngsters they can take part in 
many of the activities, you just have 
to phone and pay the charge. 

Driving north-east from 
Nottingham, you come to the Castle 
of Newark, a very picturesque ruin 
knocked about by Cromwell’s 
troops. Bad King John died here, it 
has dungeons, and everyone in the 
coach was impressed with its 
grandeur. The countryside looks as 
if it is straight out of a ‘Come to 
Britain’ film; all pretty villages and 
stately homes, many of which are 
open to the public. There is even a 
genuine Maypole standing tall on 
the village green of Wellow; near 
by is a church with holes in its 
decorative screen; our guide told us 
these holes were put there by a 
sporting parson, who used to take 
aim at the carvings for gun practice. 

You are in apple country, and the 
home of the Bramley - the king of 
cookers. Don’t forget you are near 
South Yorkshire, where the saying 
is “apple pie without the cheese is 
like a kiss without the squeeze” so 
don’t be surprised if you are given 
cheese instead of cream with your 


pie. Laxton is another famous apple 
pie name, and you can go to a farm 
in that village where they practice 
the old farming methods - now 
known as organic farming. 

Durham was probably my 


| favourite Cathedral until we were 


taken to Southwell Minster, sitting 
in the middle of the smallest 
cathedral town in England. It’s full 
of Queen Anne houses, and is 


| where Charles the First spent his 


last day of freedom. Now I just 
don’t know where lie my loyalties, 
since Southwell’s cathedral is a 
gem. 

The building from outside looks 


| pure Norman, begun in 1108 on the 


ruins of a Saxon church. Step inside 
and you can’t easily take in the 
nave, with its massive columns; the 
carvings put there over 900 years 
ago are still beautifully clear. 

The head verger showed us 
around, with lots of interesting tales 
and anecdotes. He does a very good 
‘fifty minute flat’ tour, leaving ten 
minutes to browse around the 
excellent souvenir bookstall. 


He showed us the Chapter House, 


with such superb carvings that 
Pevsner, that guru of British 
Architecture, devoted a complete 
book to ‘The Leaves of Southwell’. 


| Around the stones are the first 


carvings of leaves taken from life 


| and still looking as good as when 


they were carved in 1295. Our party 
were so impressed that we were all 
late returning to the coach, even 
though we had over an hour. 

If you are bringing a specialist 
party to the Lace Hall, alert the 


| organisers so they can stage 
| demonstrations of bobbin-lace 


making. Nottingham made its name 
by mass producing lace by machine, 
and helped bring it within the reach 
of most Victorian ladies. However, 
specialists are usually talking about 
hand-made lace, although they will 
be interested in the machinery, and 
talking to Norman Tetley, the twist 


| hand in charge. 


Probably the best way of pointing 
out the difference between hand- 
made and machine lace is to say that 
a handkerchief made of machine 
lace will cost £1.25, but the 
equivalent in bobbin lace is £25. 


NOTTINGHAM FACTFILE 


Marion Tyman : 
Tourism Officer, City of 
Nottingham, 

0602 483500 Ext. 6097 


James Berresford Marketing 
and Tourism Officer, 
hamshire County 


0602 323823 


Wollaton Hall 
Free except Sundays, 


American Adventure 
0773 531521 
£5.50/£3.25 senior citizens 


Alton Towers 

0538 702200 

Groups 12+Adults £7.58; 
Children £6.48; School parties 
£5.99 


Sherwood Forest Visitor 
Centre 

Free 

0623 823202 


Newstead Abbey 
0623 793557 
£1.50/S0p/£1 


£36 for coach into ground 


Brewhouse Yard Nitin 
Free 
0602 483504 


Robin Hood Centre, 
Julia Gunn 
0602 483284 © 


£2.70/£1.75/£2 
Lace Hall 


0602 484221 
£1.75/£1 


Nottingham Castle 
0602 483504 
Free except Suns 30p 


Holme Pierrepont 
Steve Newbold 


0602 821212 


Southwell Minster 

0636 812649 

Donation 

Excellent guided tours by 
Vergers — 


: Garden Court Hotel 
Debbie Hulme 
0602 500600 


Moat House Hotel 
0602 602621 


re Hotel 


Victoria Hotel 
0602 419561 


Albany Hotel 
0602 470131 


: eth Country Park 


ee OS hook places for 


lunch. 
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_ APPOINTMENTS | 


LONDON SIGHTSEEING TOURS LIMITED 

3a VICTORIA HOUSE 

LAMBETH ROAD 

LONDON 

SW8 1QT 

We require a reliable person with a P.S.V. 
background to run our London Office. 

The successful applicant will be a pleasant, non 
smoking, workaholic who can contribute to our 
management team and work with limited 
supervision. Typing, word-processing skills and a 
current driving licence are all essential. P.S.V. and 
C.P.C. would fe an added advantage. 


We currently operate 26 open and closed topped 
double deckers on licensed London sightseeing 


tours. In addition to an expansion in this field we 
will shortly be entering the London charter, 
excursion and commuter service market utilising 


EPSOM 
COACHES 


require a 


COACHWORK 
REPAIRER/SPRAYER 


Working in modern 
purpose-built body 


repair shop. 

For further information 
please telephone 
Ron Miles 
(Service Manager) 
on 


Epsom 
721166 


(5641/SV) 


high specification coaches and Neoplans. 

If you feel that you fit this demanding bill and 
would enjoy the challenges presented by our 
existing and planned operation please write to 
our Managing Director at his home address 
enclosing your CV 

Brian H Maybury F Inst D 

Creech Hill House 


Reach the people 
CRANBORNE you require through 
Dorset Coachmart 


BH21 5PN (5577/SV) 


WANTED 
FULLY QUALIFIED MECHANIC 


to take charge of small fleet, mainly Bedfords, in a 
busy North/Northants area. Must be capable of 
working on own initiative to the highest standard. 
First class salary to the right person. Apply with CV 
in confidence to 
Box No 5627, Coachmart, 
Wentworth House, Wentworth Street, 
Peterborough PE1 1DS (5627/SV) 
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EPSOM COACHES 


Are seeking a suitable person for the position of Traffic 
Administrator to deal with all aspects of administration within our 
busy Traffic Office. 


This position would suit a younger person who wishes to progress 
in the Bus and Coach Industry. 
Apply to: 
EPSOM COACHES 
Blenheim Road, Longmead 
EPSOM, Surrey KT19 9AF (5543/SV/74) 
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DEVON SCOTLAND 


Meee TORQUAY CONISTON HOTEL X 
TON TEL 
a Late availability bargains 5 4 THE PRICE IS RIGHT! 
x 5 DAY TOURS £53 inc x 

1-6th April 7-12th Oct ' 
4 8 DAY TOURS £85 me * THE BELMONT HOTEL, 
x Sth May, 19-26 May, 15-22nd Sept * DUNOON, ARGYLL, 

ay-2n ne : 4 ‘ ea ‘ 

®  -d, BaB, choice ee ocmis belting AC aleatdead ierecns * relaxing or active holidays or mini breaks, children 
4 driver free. x welcome. 
x For further details telephone x 
x 0803 327280 x Please contact: J REES on 
x Stanley Rd, Cary Pk, Torquay TQ1 3JX (048140) % ( 03 69) 20 1 9g Tenpaaaevdil 
MM a a OO a : 


HOTELS? JOURNEY BREAKS? , RING 
Up-to-date information available in ‘“Coaches Welcome”’ FOR 


every week. SERVICE 


| ——sLANCASHIRE 


(SISSSASSSISSISSISSISSS SSA 


BLACKPOOL OO 
ALLANDALE HOTEL ¥ AVONDALE ¢ 
387 South Promenade 
pep hotel, 120 beeing ti Been . Private Hotel x 
suite rooms, all rooms Y 
making, full CH, pocrgayent, x Eastbou rne 4 Pi nc : 
SbokiNE NOW FOR 1600 SEASON * * 31 bedrooms * * fod, entrainment, tealcaten 
: it in all 
Fo tie acre tener * Have vacancies for * bedrooms, Superb position 
(special rates on request). «x * 21st-28th Ap ril * x ony oon ei and 
psc a eat to Sun £40 4 * 5th-12th May x 5 4 : 
Basic, £45 en suite per person. 4 ‘ 
ILLUMINATIONS 1990 4 Contact x Mey viahte DBB F122 30 
Mon to Fri £80 per person basic, £85 x x 
en sult TY Wy £50 perperscn Mr Swaalfon x Tel. Tenby (0834) 2377 or 2626 
en suite 
All pices per person and include . 0323 235 1 _ 7 x and ask for Malcolm Thomas 
April/May/Oct 
OS sine O88 5 
Tel: (0253) 46529 (5642/HO) 


(8025/HO/71) 
VS SLSLSSLLALAL ALLL SLA ALL LASA x 
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ARLEEN COACHES Ltd 
11 Bath Rd., Peasdown 
St. John, Bath. 
Tel. (0761) 34625 
Fax. (0761) 36578 
12 to 49 seat air conditioned <s 
coaches PLUS Full Executives & 
Situated 6 miles from Baths 
on the A367. 
24 Hr RECOVERY 


(3465. 


A. W. EASTON 
COACHES LTD. 


10 Ber Street, Norwich. 
Tel: (0603) 619952 


18 to 57 seat plus Executive 
Coaches Available. 


(34652/HG/70) 


NORFOLK 


1975 AEC 760 PLAXTON 
11m, 53 retrimmed seats, 
reground crank, new shoes, 
good oil pressure, air doors, 
taxed and tested. 
£4,500 + VAT 
1972 AEC 760 PLAXTON 
12m, 53 E type seats, good 


oil pressure, new rings Dec 


‘89, new shoes, skimmed 
drums, taxed and_ tested, 
really nice coach to drive. 
£2,500 + VAT 
or £6,000 + VAT FOR 
BOTH COACHES 
Tel. 0306 712327 


(5626/AEC) 


1975 AEC PLAXTON ELITE, MkIV front, 
12 months’ MoT, 45 seats, very good, 
condition, £2,750 ono + VAT. Tel.' 
0977 616398 day, 0226 711221 eve. 
(5556/AEC) 


1980, W REG, 12 metre AEC 760 Van 
Hool, 53 seater, MoT to 4th February, 
1991. £11,000 + VAT ono. Tel. (0259) 
216180. (5656/AE) 


WEBBER’S TRAVEL 


The Garage, Blisland, 
Bodmin 


Tel. (0208) 850236 (9 to 5) 


48 and 49-seater Volvo executives 


with reclining seats etc. Also 51 
and 53-seater standard Volvos. 
Competent drivers for home and 
overseas travel. 

(34654/HG/70) 


THE HIRE GUIDE 


SKYLARK TRAVEL 


NEW ROAD, BITTACY HILL, 
LONDON NW7 


Tel. (01) 346 2366 
Fax. (01) 346 2553 


48 to 53 seat executive coaches. 
2 mins Junction 2 of the M1. 


All work undertaken. 
24 hr call out 
(34661/HG/70) 


GREATER LONDON 


GREY GREEN 


VEHICLES RUNNING EMPTY TO/FROM DOVER/S.E. PORTS? 


We may be able to offer you loads if you have high floored 53 seater standard vehicles. 
Please phone, or put your details on telex to the coach operations department at Grey Green. 


53 Stamford Hill, London N16 5TD 


Tel. (01) 800 8010 
Telex: 262950. Fax: (01) 809 6496 (3acs9/HG 70)} 


LONDON Ly —_—- 


TO COVER ALL YOUR BUSY AND QUIET SEASONS ECONOMICALLY 
CALL PAUL ON (0733) 898111 


Coachmart 


Classified 


The marketplace of the industry 0733 63100 
Z or 0733 898111 


Bookings call: Sally, Paul, Sue, Richard. Tel. 0733 63100. Deadlines: Bookings - Tuesday 1pm for Thursday. Alterations and Cancellations: Monday 11am for Thursday 


TEL: 051 


PRICES SLASHED 


1978 AEC DOMINANT Il, 53 retrimmed seats, ZF Gearbox, new 
MoT, recent engine overhaul, painted white .... £9,000 to £8,000 


1978 AEC SUPREME MKIV, front power door, 49 recliners, en- 
gine overhaul last week, NeW MOT ........:.:0:20000 £9,000 to £8,000 


ONE OF THESE VEHICLES MUST BE SOLD 
THEREFORE THESE PRICES WILL BE 
SLASHED BY £1,000 A WEEK UNTIL SOLD 


523 3118 


(5565/AEC) 


KINGSTON OF 


YEOVIL 
TEL: (0935) 25461 


Have P90 full spec 49 to 57 
seater coaches available. 
Also 71 seat double 
decker, full spec. 
Continental and UK trade 


enquiries welcome 
(34655/HG/70) 


SCOTTS TOURS 


9-27 Croft Street, London SE8 


Tel: 01-231 8373 
or 01-732 8963 
Fax: 01-237 7810 


13 to 53 seat standard or exec 
coaches inc tables and sleeper 
seat facility. Any work under- 
taken. Easy access to the City, 

East London, A2/M20, etc. 
(5431/HG/74) 


GREATER LONDON 


1978 BRISTOL LW ECW 
45 seats, choice of 2 with new 
MoT. £6,000 each. 
1973 BRISTOL LH PLAXTON 
ELITE EXPRESS 
45 seats, MoT 7/90. £3,000 
1974 LEYLAND LEOPARD 
PLAXTON ELITE 
51 seats, MoT 7/90. £5,000 
1975 VOLVO B58 DUPLE 
DOMINANT 1 
53 seats, MoT 3/90. £6,500 


Wilson’s Coaches Ltd 
Tel. 0555 840249 


| (5651/AEC) 


BEDFORD 


1978, YMT Duple 53, retrimmed, 1986, 
vgc, tested, 3.3.91. £7,000 plus VAT. 
Also Ford ‘M’ Plaxton 53, tested 9.6.90. 
Good order. OFFERS. Grayscroft, 
Mablethorpe, Lincs. Tel. 0521 73236. 
(5538/BE/74) 


1982 BEDFORD YNT Plaxton Supreme 
VI, 53 seats, tested to December 1990, 
ZF gearbox fitted April 1989 and major 
engine overhaul May 1989, hence ask- 
tng peices £17,500. Tel. Chesterfield 
0246 811540. (5597/BE) 


1979 ‘V’ REG BEDFORD DUPLE DOMI- 
NANT Il, 53 seater, Bristol dome, side 
lockers, express doors, new tyres, 
radio cassette, MoT Nov 1990, excel- 
lent condition. £7,500 ono. Tel. 031 
440 1013. (5129/BE/72) 


1971 NJM, 41 seater, 330 diesel, MoT 
Sept ‘90, owned by us since six 
months old, exceptional condition. 
£1,500 + VAT. Tel. 0424 751212 Hast- 
ings. (5575/BE) 
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1980 YMT Dominant Il Express, 53 
seater, MoT December 1990. £7,950. 
1977 YMT Dominant II, 53 seater, MoT 
November 1990. Slight knock to en- 
gine hence £4,750. Both above in good 
condition, service history, two owners 
from new. Tel. 0342 893080 (Surrey). 
(5539/BE) 


1980 BEDFORD YMT PLAXTON, 53 re- 
cliners, new MoT. £12,000 + VAT. 
King of the Road, Worthing (0903 
34010. (5135/BE/72) 


ISSUE 574 


BEDFORD 


Maidstone Borough Transport (Holdings) Ltd, 
Armstrong Road, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6TY 


Tel: Maidstone (0622) 690060 
Fax: Maidstone (0622) 765458 


We have for sale the following vehicles. Inspections by arrangement 


with the Works Manager. 
BEDFORD DOMINANT BUS, AKK 175T, 61 seats, MoT January 1990 
BEDFORD DOMINANT BUS, AKK 172T, 61 seats, MoT May 1990 
BEDFORD DOMINANT BUS, WKE 69S, 61 seats, MoT March 1990 
BEDFORD DOMINANT BUS, YKN 8255S, 61 seats, MoT March 1990 
BEDFORD DOMINANT BUS, AKK 176T, 61 seats, MoT January 1990 
BEDFORD DOMINANT BUS, JKX 726N, 53 seats, MoT August 1990 
BEDFORD DOMINANT BUS, XPL 889T, 61 seats, MoT September 1990 


£10,000 
£10,000 
£10,000 
£10,000 
£10,000 
£10,000 
£10,000 


Or offers in writing to the General Manager 


PRICES EXCLUDE VAT 


All these vehicles have been extensively rebuilt in the last few years 


1977 BEDFORD 
ALPHA 


53 seater, very tidy, 
well maintained. MoT 
Oct 90. 


£3,500 + VAT 


(0249) 654949 
(Wiltshire) 


(5179/BE/73) 


1979 BEDFORD YLQ Dominant Il. 


Taxed, MoT'd, recent engine, new 
boot, POD, Bristol Dome, excellent in- 
terior, must be seen. £7,250 ono + 
VAT. Tel. 0942 223386 or 0942 223550. 

(5629/BE/74) 


1978 BEDFORD DUPLE, 57 seater, DoT 
November 1990, plus selection of 
other Bedford Duples, 53 seaters, 
1973, 1975, 1978, 1979, current DoT. 
Offers. Tel. (0953) 602135 or 605867. 
(5561/BE) 


1977 Bedford YMT, Dominant Il, tandt 
June ‘90, £4,000 ono. 1976 Bedford 
YRT Dominant |, t&t, £3,000 ono or 
£6,000 ono for the two. Further details 
phone Nigel on (09824) 225 (Mid 
Wales). (5647/BE/74) 


BEDFORD, 53 seater, Plaxton 
body coach, 1975... £1,200 ono 


BEDFORD YRQ, 45 seater, 
body 


Plaxton coach, 


£1,000 ono 


BEDFORD YRQ, 45 seater, 
Plaxton body coach, 
£1,000 ono 


Enquiries 01-948 8443 
N Weeks 


Viewing 08054-323 
P Stark 


(5655/BE) 
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1974 BEDFORD YRQ DOMINANT 1 
500, engine rebored and recranked in 
April 1989, power steering, re-certified 
May 1988, taxed and MoT’d until May 
1990, very good condition. £2,500 + 
VAT. Tel. (0386) 792426/792349 (any- 
time). (5562/BE) 


1980 DOMINANT, two, Dome, power 
door, tested November, £8,000. 1978 
PLAXTON EXPRESS, tested Novem- 
ber, £6,000. Both tidy, 53 seaters, blue 
white. Rainworth Travel, Mansfield 
743576. (5610/BE) 


T REG BEDFORD YLO, 45 seats, power 


door, curtains, good all-round condi- 
tion, £7,750 ono. W REG BEDFORD 
YNT, 53 seats, power doors, good all- 
round condition. £14,500 ono. Tel. 061 


367 8989. en 
1983 


BEDFORD YNT 
PLAXTON 
3200 


53 seats, one owner from 


new, in good condition. 
Ideal dual purpose vehicle. 


MoT Jan ‘91 
£24,000 + VAT 


Safeguard Coaches 
Tel. (0483) 573215 


(5499/BE/73) 


1981 BEDFORD, YMT, Duple Domi- 
nant Ill, 12m, 49 seats, power door, 
Telma, private plates, MoT Nov ‘90, 
£9,950 ono. Tel. 0227 832036. (5536/BE) 


BEDFORD YMT. 53 Dominant Il. 1977, 
radio, courier seat, good order, MoT 
Dec ‘90, reason for sale, surplus to re- 
quirements. £3,250 ono + VAT. Avon- 
dale Coaches 0536 712244. 
(5624/BE/74) 


1980 V BEDFORD ALPHA CONTINEN- 
TAL, 53 seats, MoT April, w/trims, 
radio/PA cassette, recent engine, f/ 
draw curtains, full life history, clean, 
tidy coach. £10,000 + VAT. Tel. Cir- 
encester 0285 653985. (5580/BE) 
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(5160/BE/73) 


ARLEEN COACHES LTD 


BEDFORD YRT DOMINANT | 
(1975), good condition, power 
door. Now undergoing MoT. 


£4,500 ono 
Contact Martin 


Tel. (0761) 34625 


(5652/BE) 


1974 BEDFORD YRQ. 45 seater. Taxed 
and tested til Feb 1990. Reasonable 
condition. £2,250 + VAT ono. Tel. 
0522 810262. (5566/BE) 


BEDFORD, W REG, YMT 500 PLAX- 
TON, Supreme IV, 53 seats, good 
spec, very good condition, ring for de- 
tails. Tel. (058087) 571. (5546/BE) 


1978 BEDFORD YMT DUPLE 
DOMINANT 2, recent body 
overhaul, MoT till June, taxed, 
53 seater, maintained in own 
workshop, full service history 
available.........:s.ssvsaseaed £8,000 
1976 BEDFORD YLO 
PLAXTON SUPREME, | full 
MoT, 45 seater, condition ex- 
cellent for year! ............/ £4,500 


Contact Mr Parsons 
(General Manager) 
Tel: 0753 860131 
WINDSORIAN 
COACHES 


(5554/BE) 


BRISTOL 


R REG PLAXTON, 35 seats, power 
door, radio, re-built engine, gearbox, 
very clean. MoT July ‘90. £7,000 + 
VAT ono. Yeovil 24465 or 27556. 
(5519/BR/73) 


1979 BRISTOL LH Plaxton Supreme 
IV, 53 seater, dome, side locker, twin 
speed, axle radiator blind, MoT 1991 + 
numerous spares. £9,950 + VAT. Tel. 
0795 531 553. 


(5596/BR) _ 


BRISTOL 


Leyland 401 engine to fit 
BRISTOL LH, good 
condition. Also 2 
reconditioned gearboxes 
to fit BRISTOL LH. 
(exchange service 
welcome) 


Tel. 0977 616398 or 
0226 711221 (eve) 


Plus a full range of 
reconditioned units for all 
leading UK chassis. 

(5437/BR/74) 


LAG PANORAMIC 
1986 (C reg), 46 seats with 
rear kitchen including 
microwave, toilet, full bar 
area, full air conditioning, 
tinted mirror windows, this 
vehicle is immaculate, 
service history. 


£76,000 + VAT ono 
Finance can be 
arranged 
TEL: 0293 773638 


(5601/DA) 


1977 VAN HOOL reconditioned en- 

gine, 49 reclining seats, tested, 

OFFERS. Tel. 0377 87323 or 87243. 
(5510/DA/574) 


1987 BOVA FUTURA, 48 seats, 
toilet, drinks machine, Webasto, 
11 months MoT £69,995 


1987 DAF SBR3000 BERKHOF 
ECLIPSE, 76 seater d/d, toilet, 
drinks machine, Telma, 12 months 

£79,995 


1984 BOVA FUTURA, low line, 53 
seats, drinks machine, Webasto, 
12 months MoT £38,000 


1982 BOVA EUROPA, 48 seats, 
toilet, drinks machine, 11 months 
£33,995 


1981 DAF PLAXTON SUPREME, 50 
seats, power door, 11 months 
£19,995 


FRANK HARRIS 
(CHS) LTD 
Manor Road, 
West Thurrock, Essex 


Tel. Frank on 
(0708) 864911 or 
(0860) 594842 


(5639/DA) 


DAF JONCKHEERE 
P599 


51 seater full executive 
specification (D reg), 
finished in white, 
immaculate condition. 


£66,000 + VAT ono 


FINANCE 
AVAILABLE 


TEL: 0293 773638 


(5603/DA) 
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March 1983 


DAF MB 200 DKTL 
PLAXTON 
PARAMOUNT 3200 


53 E-type seats, double 
glazing, air suspension, PA 
system, radio/cassette, 
Jason drinks machine, 
MoT February 1991 


£32,000 + VAT 
EMBLNGS COACHES 


Telephone: 
(094 575) 253/210 


(5432/DAF/74) 


LAG PANORAMIC 
Full equipment, i.e. 
Tv/Video, toilet, driver’s 
bunk etc. Painted in white, 
as new, 1989 (G reg), full 
fitness certificate, very low 
mileage. 


£98,000 + VAT ONO 


Finance can be 
arranged 


TEL: 0293 773638 
(ANYTIME) 


(5537/DA) 


1987 JONCKHEERE 599, 51 recliners, 
wash room, toilet, TV, vdeo, full draw 
curtains, coffee machine, driver's 
bunk, courier seat, only 110,000 mls, 
excellent condition, work with vehicle. 
Only £73,000 ono. Tel. 091 3842873. 
(5636/DA) 


DAF MB200 


Viewmaster Executive, 
first reg June ‘82, fitted 
51/53 (retrimmed) 
reclining seats, 
demountable rear 
toilet/tinted windows, 
drinks machine, wired TV, 
video, full draw curtains, 
centre carpet, driver's 
bunk, courier seat, Telma. 


Private reg no, 11 months 
MoT, mint condition 
throughout. 


£32,250 + VAT 


No timewasters 
please 


Tel. (0924) 
379099 


(5418/DA/73) 


NEW COACHES ARRIVING SHORTLY, 
HENCE SALE. 1988 May DAF MB230. 
Caetano Algarve, 49 recliners, toilet, 
coffee machine, video, Continental 
door, curtains, MoT May ‘90. £75,000 
ono + VAT. Tel. 0255 503864. 
(5078/DA/72) 


DAF VAN HOOL 
ALIZEE 
EXECUTIVE 


49 recliners plus courier, 
TV, video, toilet, fridge, 


radio and pa, new 
gearbox, fitted Dec 1989, 
excellent condition, 
1 year’s MoT. 


£42,000 + VAT 


Tel. 01-592 7453 day, 


04022 50425 eve 
ESSEX = (5585/DA74) 


1983 DAF MB200 DKFL, 53 reclining 
seats, courier seat, power door, Plax- 
ton Paramount 3200, red interior, blue 
and white exterior, in excellent condi- 
tion, MoT expires 22.2.91, £34,500 + 
VAT. Tel. 0928 564515. (5452/DA) 


FORD D1414 
RECOVERY 
VEHICLE 


with brand new tyres, 
MoT exempt, recovery 
lights, 32 ton boom 


ideal for coach 
operators, snake bar, 
ready for work. 


£3,200 + VAT ONO 
TEL: 0293 773638 


(5604/FO) 


1980 DOMINANT Il, 35 seater, power 

door, fully repanelled, test Nov 1990, 

£10,500 + VAT. Tel. (05055) 3367. 
(5664/FO/74) 


FORD R1114 PLAXTON MK IV, 51 sea- 
ter, good condition, ring for full spec. 
Tel. (0580) 87571. (5660/FO) 


FORD PLAXTON, 49 seater, 1977, new 
MoT 28 Feb 1991, clean vehicle, 
£3,000. Ford ‘A’ Series, 1978, coach 
body, 25 seats, MoT August 1990, tidy 
vehicle. £3,000. Tel. 0452 24591. 
(5549/FO/74) 


Ford 53 seater, reg 01/01/71, 
taxed & MoT’d until March 
1990, new springs, new centre 
bearing, steering ram and 
turbo fitted in the last 12 
months, seats good, ideal for 
contracts. 
£1,000 + VAT 
Ford Sweet 16, first reg 
15/06/83, petrol overdrive, 
taxed and MoT’d until July 
1990, highbacked moquette 
seats, complete engine 
overhaul, runs like a dream 
with or without a contract. 
£6,500 + VAT 
Tel: 0702 467058 

(5177/FO) | 


1984 FORD QUEST RQ80 


31 seats, 20 standing, rear 360 
turbo engine, air suspension, 
Allison automatic transmission, 
low floor built for Airport 
transport, sliding doors both sides, 
ideal for conversion for mobile 
shop/showroom — 
£5,500 + VAT 


For details ring 


SMITHS 
BUNTINGFORD LTD 
Graham Smith 


0763 71516 Day 
0763 72112 Eve 
(5576/FO/74) 


1978 FORD R1114, tested May 90, tax 
May 90. 41 seater executive, power 
door, Telma, vgc inside and out. 
£7,000 + VAT. Tel. 0752 767355. 
(5183/FO/73) 


R REG FORD R1114, PLAXTON SUP- 
REME, Telma, radio, 3 months tax, 12 
months MoT, 2 owners from new. 
£4,350 + VAT. Tel. 0934 833177. 
(5506/FO/74) 


1981 FORD PLAXTON SUPREME IV, to 
Wallace Arnold spec, 12 months’ MoT, 
good condition, £10,500 ono + VAT. 
Tel. 0977 616398 day, 0226 711221 
eve. (5555/FO) 


1977 FORD 53 seater, Telma, twin fuel 
tanks, very good condition, test re- 
cently expired, side lockers, curtains. 
£3,250. Tel. Sheffield (0742) 620941 
eve, (0742) 561100 days. (5659/FO) 


1976 FORD R1114 PLAXTON, 53 seats, 
tested to April 1990, in reasonable 
condition. Sale due to retirement. 
£1,500 + VAT ono. Tel. Chesterfield 
0246 823162. (5593/FO) 


FORD 1979 DOMINANT MK Il, 53 sea- 
ter, power door, side lockers, Bristol 


dome, MoT July ‘90. Choice of two, 
£5,500. Tel. 0902 763880. (5581/FO/74) 


LEYLAND 


1977 
LEYLAND LEOPARD 
PLAXTON 


11m, 680 semi/auto, 53 seats, 
Telma, Bristol dome, side 
lockers, radio/PA, MoT Feb 1991 


£8,700 + VAT 


1976 
LEYLAND LEOPARD 
DUPLE 


12m, 680, semi/auto, 51 reclining 
seats, Bristol dome, radio/PA, 
MoT Nov 1990. 


£6,700 + VAT 
Tel: 04352 2095/6600 


5532 LE 


1980 (W) LEYLAND LEOPARD s/auto, 
53 seats, MoT June ‘90. £17,900 + 
VAT ono. Tel. 061 432 7587. (5558/LE/74) 


1986 TIGER 260 DUPLE 340 SLX, 49/51 
recliners, armrests, carpeted, tinted 
windows, curtains, demountable 
toilet, boiler, sink, cupboards, con- 
tinental door, video/three monitors, 
courier seat, fans, Clarion cassette P, 
A, retarder, Eberspacher, Tempo 100, 
low mileage, £62,500 ono. Tel. (0726) 
822303. (5648/LE) 
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PRES SE Se eS RE LEYLAND 


1985 
LEYLAND 
TIGER 


Duple Caribbean Il. To 
Rapide specification 
with 48 seats. 
Choice of 4 


£33,000 + VAT 


Tel: Ted or Dave 
on 
0492 592111 


(5497/LE/73) 


1983 LEYLAND TIGER 245 Duple 
Caribbean. 49 recliners, double 
glazed, sunken toilet, coffee machine, 
courier seat, wired for TV and video, 
tested till Sept ‘90. £37,500 + VAT. Tel. 
Lodge Coaches of Essex. 0245 31262. 
(5514/LE/73) 


PAIR OF LEYLAND 
LEOPARDS, 1978, 
DUPLE DOM II 


Semi automatic, power doors, 
retrimmed, radio/PA/cassette, 
MoT October 1990 


£13,500 each or 
£25,000 the pair 
+ VAT 


TEL: 01-858 9210 


(5504/LE) 


LEYLAND LEOPARD COACHES. 1978 
Leyland Leopard Plaxton Supreme — 
11 metres, 53 seats, radio PA, decora- 
tive curtains, retrimmed within last 
two and a half years. Choice of 2, one 
with test certificate to February 1991. 
£11,500 plus VAT each. 1979 Leyland 
Leopard Plaxton Supreme -_ 12 
metres, 57 seats, radio PA, MoT to 
March 1991. £12,500 plus VAT. Tel. 
Silcox Coaches, Pembroke Dock 
(0646) 683143. (5198/LE/73) 


1979 12 METRE 
LEYLAND LEOPARD 
DUPLE. 


50 reclining seats. 
Eberspacher heating. 


New engine and gearbox 
in 1989. 
£16,500 ono. 
Private plates. 
Tel. 0754 610441 


(5491/LE/73) 


1976 (R) LEOPARD SUPREME, 57 
seats, Mark IV, front POD, radio cas- 
sette. £9,450. 1979 (T) LEOPARD SUP- 
REME, Mark IV, rebody 45 seats, 10 
metre SA POD, radio, MoT December 
1990. £7,450. Barry Cooper Coaches. 
Warrington (0925) 67321. (5638/LE) 


1981 LEYLAND LEOPARDS (2) PLAX- 
TON, 53 seats, S/A, Webasto, MoTs 
Feb/April ‘90, new engine/Telma (1). 
£14,850. Wayfarers. Tel. (0249) 
443904. (5628/LE) 


1983 AUG LEYLAND TIGER, 245 para- 
mount 3200, 11mtr, 53 seats, radio, 
PA, MoT 9/1990. £28,500 + VAT. Tel. 
0443 672207. (5548/LE/74) 


TWO LEYLAND LEOPARDS, rebodied 
1982 Plaxton Supremes, retrimmed, 
46 Chapman recliners, power doors, 
Mots April ‘90, Sept ‘90, £11,000 + 
VAT each. Tel. 0255 503864. 
(5077/LE/72) 
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LEYLAND LP MERCEDES volvo 


11.3 METRE 
LEYLAND 
NATIONALS FOR 
SALE. 1973/4/5. 


_49 seaters, recently 
withdrawn from service, 


immediately available. 


Tel. Wally Corney at 
People’s Provincial 
Buses on 


(0329) 232208 


(56623/LE/74) 


1982 Se LEYLAND TIGER 
VIEWMASTER, seats just been 
retrimmed, long MoT, 44 reclining 
seats, toilet, servery, excellent condi- 
tion. £29,500 + VAT. P/X possible. Tel. 
0260 276067. (5444/LE) 


LEYLAND NATIONALS 74-78, tested 
from £2,000. Daimler Fleetliners, 78 
seaters, 75-76, long tests, offers, also 
81 Leyland Leopards, offers. Tel. 0377 
87323 or 87243. (5509/LE/74) 


1986 LEYLAND 
ROYAL TIGER 


Van Hool body, 54 seats 
with TV, video, curtains, 
1 year’s MoT, 
powerdoor, stereo P/A 


£48,000 + VAT 
Tel. 01-348 2217 


(5507/LE) 


1986 C REG LEYLAND OPTARE BUS. 
33 coach style seats, automatic trans- 
mission, MoT to April 1990. £18,000 + 
VAT. Very good condition. Tel. (0582) 
840297. (5611/LE) 


50,000 miles from 


new 
Just released from the 
ministry, 1983/4 Leyland 
Royal Tiger. Marshall 
Service bus. 54 high back 
blue leather seats. 6 speed 
gearbox. Superb order 
throughout. Must be seen. 
P.O.A. 


Eastwoods Ltd 
Birmingham 
Tel: 021 327 0629 
021-328 5959 
Fax: 021 327 3800 


(5654/LE) 


1987 LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON 
PARAMOUNT, 57 seats, parabolic 
springs, mileage 111,000 km. Booked 
for MoT. Owner-driven from new. 
Available March. £50,000 + VAT. Reg 
Denslow, Chard (0460) 63477. (5640/LE) 


1982 LEYLAND 
TIGER 260 


Duple Goldliner, 49 seater, 
exec, rear sunken 
toilet/continental 


door/driver’s bunk, video 
and hot drinks machine, MoT 
to December 1990. 


£26,500 + VAT 
Tel: (0942) 727985 (Wigan) 


(5643/LE/74) 
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END OF SEASON 
COACH SALE 


The following coaches are now 
available and can be sold with a 
new MoT. All are in 1st Class 
condition and are very clean. 


1982, X reg, 218 Leyland Tiger, 
Plaxton Supreme, 53 seater with 
fixed reclined seats. 


1984, A reg, 245 Leyland Tigers 
(choice of 2), Plaxton Paramount 
3200, 53 seaters with reclining 
seats. 


Please contact Mr Jones 
or Mr Hudston 


W. Robinson & Sons 
(Tours) Ltd 


Tel. (0254) 889900 


(5165/LE) 


CHOICE OF 2 1974 LEYLAND LEOP- 
ARD, 680 engine, power door. £4,250 
+ VAT. Tel. (05055) 3367. —(5665/LE/74) 


LEYLAND 680, S/A, M Reg, 53 seater, 
Plaxton, MoT June 1990, £2,550 ono + 
VAT. Tel. 0305 783738. (5570/LE/74) 


1977 LEOPARD (49) Express. Tested 
March, rear main seal needs attention. 
A useful dual purpose vehicle. Re- 
duced to £6,000. Rainworth Travel, — 
Mansfield (0623) 743576. = (5609/LE/74) 


1978 LEOPARD PLAXTON SUPREME 
EXPRESS, 12 months’ test, 53 seats, 
new interior, good condition, £10,000 
ono + VAT. 1980 LEOPARD DOMI 
NANT Il EXPRESS, tested May 1990, 
Webasto heating, 51 seats, equipped 
for OMO, Good condition, £12,500 
ono + VAT. Tel. 0977 616398 day, 
0226 711221 eve. (5552/LE) 


1984 MAN SR280 Highliner, private 
plates, 49 recliners, toilet, bunk, dou- 
ble glazing, Webasto, full year’s test, 
excellent condition, P/X available. Tel. 
0740 20209, Stockton-on-Tees. 
(5591/MAN/74) 


1986 
M.A.N. 
BERKHOFF 3.5 


49/53 executive, centre 
sunken demountable 
toilet. Continental exit, 
double glazed, curtains, 
carpets, Webasto. T.V., 
video, bunk. RPA cassette. 
280 rear upright engine. 
Speed limiter. 


£54,000 + VAT. 
Tel. 0236 62377 


(5590/MAN/74) 


1989 ‘F’ 609 MERCEDES, 26 seats, M- 
2-M, immaculate condition, 27,000 k’s 
only, in white. £19,500 + VAT ono. Tel. 
0260 276067. (5443/ME) 


Please mention Coachmart when replying to an advertisement on this page 


CHOICE OF THREE 
Mercedes Midicoaches, two 
25 seaters, first reg Feb 1987, 
£17,500. One 21 seater, first 
reg Aug 1987, £18,900. 
Re-advertised due to buyer's 
lack of finance. Would 
consider P/X on any or all of 
the above for B10M Highliner. 
All vehicles immaculate 
throughout. 


Tel. Allisons of 
Dunfermline 
0383 726398 


(5439/ME/74) 


FORO OL OC 
MERCEDES 
JONCKHEERE 


Full exec, 51 reclining seats 
+ courier, driver's bunk, 
2 screens + video, coffee 
machine, fridge, toilet/ 
washroom, Webasto, 
double glazing, carpets, 
B/punkt radio/cassette, 
12 months’ MoT. 
£72,500 + VAT ono. 


Tel. 0533 477858 day, 
0533 440151 eve 


(5574meE74) 9 


OO dC 


NEOPLAN 


NEOPLAN MERCEDES 77 SEATER 
SKYLINER double deck, one previous 
owner — March 1984. Full year’s MoT. 
£65,000. 
Both vehicles for sale with work pro- 
gramme if required. For further details 
contact John/David or lan on 0757 
706311. VOYAGER INTERNATONAL. 
(5405/NEO/73 


D REG SKYLINER GARDNER, 330, 12 
mpg, 77 recliners, toilet, video, coffee 
machine etc, immaculate condition, p/ 
x available. Tel. (0740) 20209. (5644/NE) 


x 


KIKI KKK KKK 


SKYLINER, Oct ‘84. Owned by us since 
new. Full spec, regularly maintained 
by Mercedes dealers, in extremely 
ood condition, some work available. 
65,000. Inland Travel. Tel. 058 087 
571/339. (5663/NE) 


JONCKHEERE P50 SCANIA, 1983 reg- 
istered, private plates, 49 seats, full 
spec, clean straight coach, 13 months’ 
MoT, ready for work. £48,500. Stan- 
dard 53 seat considered. P/Ex. Tel. 
0603 427462/487333. (5551/SC/74) 


VAN HOOL 


1984 ASTRON luxury twin deck coach, 
toilet, wash room, fridge, coffee 
machine, microwave, wired for tv, 
video, double bunks fitted, plenty of 
work with this vehicle. £55,000 ono. 
Tel. 091 3842873. (5635/VH) 


VAN HOOL ALIZEE. Engine rebuilt, 
new gearbox, new oil tank, and much 
more. Re-seated, coffee machine, 
video, TV, PA, radio, rear toilet, con- 
tinental door, recliners. £33,000 with a 
full season's work. Tel. 0772 682353. 
(5625/VH) 


VOLVO 


VOLVO B58 PLAXTON SUPREME, Ex- 
Glenton Tours, 12 months’ MoT, 49 
brand new ‘E’ type seats recently fit- 
ted, Paramount front, private reg, ex- 
tremely good condition, maintained 
by Volvo main dealers. £16,000 + 
VAT. Sorry no offers. Tel. 091 488 
1559. (5535/VO) 


1987 (D) VOLVO B10M JONCKHEERE 
P599, excellent condition throughout, 
51 reclining seats plus courier seat, 
TV/video, WC, tea/coffee machine, 
double glazing, carpets, curtains, 
radio cassette/PA. £72,950 ono + VAT. 
Tel. Steve Hedley, 047 485 2444/2150. 
(5573/VO/74 


1975 B58 PLAXTON, 55 retrimmed 
seats, reconditioned gearbox, new 
clutch, reconditioned fuel pump, full 
service records, MoT March 1991. 


£9,750 Hf VAT. Tel. 0705 
596783. (5667/VO/74) 
SHOSSEESSSSETECH TE OO BOOE 
: 2 x 1986 ° 


VOLVO B10M GL$ 
CAETANO 
ALGARVE 


Low driver, 49/53 seater with 
demountable toilet. Both with 
coffee machine. 1 with twin 
screen video. Both with 1 
year’s new MoT. 


£63,500 + VAT 
each. 
Contact Mr Harley 
on 0689 39111 
Fax 0689 39183 


(Kent) 
(5588/V0/74) @ 


BOOS F68BOHGDEOSSSHOBOOOO 
1982 B10M DUPLE 43 recliners, centre 
toilet, wash room, centre kitchen, cof- 
fee machine, fridge, servery, wired for 
TV/video, driver's bunk, courier seat. 
£25,000 ono. Tel. 091 3842873. 
(5634/VO) 


> 2.6.9.9. 9. 0.9.8.9, 9.9,0, 8.88.5 


1982 VOLVO 
BIOM 


Alizee, full auto, toilet, 
coffee machine, 49 
retrimmed reclining 

seats, TV, video, fridge, 

driver’s bunk, courier 
seat, radio/PA, side 
lockers, blinds, carpet 
to centre aisle, MoT 
Sept 1990. 


£39,500 + VAT 


Finance arranged, P/X 
considered. 


Tel. 061 205 3355 
(5557/VO) 


PSCC SCC CCC CUS ECE S 


JOR ay 
1980 VOLVO 


x B58 PLAXTON x 
is VIEWMASTER : 


e 53 reclining seats and 
x courier, recent retrim, air 
overleaf suspension, 
private plate, power door, 
radio/pa, curtains, x 
MoT Nov ‘90. x 


* * 
x £28,000 + VAT x 


*Tel. 0305 786262 
x x 
x Dorset 


(5527/VO/73) 


Ty yy 
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K & P JOHN CH’S 


HAVE FOR SALE 


One 1987 VOLVO B10M. 51 recliners, Plaxton Paramount 
3500, with video and demountable toilet. £65,000 + VAT. 


1984 VOLVO B10M. Plaxton Paramount 3200, 43 recliners 


plus power door. £40,000 + VAT. 


1983 VOLVO B10M. Plaxton Paramount 3200, 53 recliners 
plus power door. £34,000 + VAT 


All vehicles have Blaupunkt, radio and PA systems. 


Telephone: (0443) 223582 


1983 B10M BERKHOF 
ESPRIT, 49 recliners, 
toilet, coffee machine, 
TV/wiring for video, 
good condition, MoT 
Aug 90, choice of 2, 
£43,000 + VAT 
1980 B58 Unicar, 12m, 
55 seats, new MoT 
£18,000 + VAT 
1980 B58 Unicar, 11m, 
53 seats, MoT Dec 90 
£15,000 + VAT 
All vehicles on private 
plates and maintained 
to a high standard. 
Tally-Ho! Coaches 
Tel. (0548) 3081 


(5184/VO/73) 


VOLVO B58 
1981 PLAXTON 
SUPREME IV 
Excellent condition, 
Telma, 49 ‘E’ type seats, 
radio/pa, new MoT, 
painted in your livery — 
must be seen. 


£24,000 


TILEHURST 
SUSSEX 


TEL: 0580 200226 
or 200291 


(5533/VO/74) 


1980 B58 
PLAXTON 


Private plate, curtains, 
carpets to aisle, rebuilt 
engine Dec ‘89, new seats, 
tinted windows, new MoT, 
radio cassette/pa, 
EXCELLENT CONDITION 
THROUGHOUT 


£23,000 


(01) 594 4017 or 
(01) 517 3534 (eves) 


(5661/VO) 


38 Please mention Coachmart when replying to an advertisement on this page 


(5542/VO/74) 


1983 VOLVO 
P90 
JONCKHEERE 


57 seats, toilet, video, 
fridge, tinted glass, 
full year MoT, private 
plates plus all the 
other usual extras. 


£43,500 ono 


Would take p/x for up 
to date full double 
decker. 


Tel. Arkle Travel 
on 0803 292973 


(5429/VO/73) 


1975 Volvo B58 Dominant. 57 seats, 
taxed, MoT. £5,500 + VAT. Tel. Bud- 
(5500/VO) 


dens Coaches 0794 515260. 


VOLVO 1980 B58 
PLAXTON 
SUPREME IV 
44 recliners and five 
fixed, power door, 
MoT to Nov ‘90. A 
reliable clean coach 
ready for work. 


£19,500 + VAT ono 
Tel. 01-644 2891 


(5637/VO/74) 


KASSBOHRER SETRA 
1990 ORDERS 
BEING TAKEN NOW 


Our stock is on the move. If you want to catch a great deal you had better move 
fast. We're offering special deals and prices on all these vehicles which must be 
sold without part exchanges. Every coach listed represents excellent value. 

If you don't want to get caught without a new vehicle for 1990 there's still time. 
Ring us urgently for details. 


NEW ADDITION 


MERCEDES 609D WHITTAKER BODIED - 19 seat minibus, 
radio P/A, very good condition. Lovely little mover. 


AEC/PLAXTON - 53 seats, radio PA, reasonable ticket. 
Can go to work immediately. 
VOLVO /PLAXTON B58 - Choice of 2, 50 seats, radio PA. 
Good previous home. 
VOLVO/PLAXTON B10M - Telma, radio PA, 53 seats, new COF. 
Must be seen. 
FORD R1114/PLAXTON - 53 seats, long ticket. 
What else can we say? 
MAN SR280 - 48 seats, full executive, toilet, kitchen, 
radio PA, courier seat. Good work horse. 
ACE/VAN HOOL ALIZEE - 28 seats, toilet, kitchen, Blaupunkt TV 
video, new engine, new paint work, private plate, long COF. 
Concours condition. 
DAF CAETANO - 11.6 turbo engine, 53 recliners, radio PA, courier 
seat, extended warranty available of 1 year. New ticket supplied. 
DAF/DUPLE - Choice of 3, 340 ExecutiveCoach, above average 
condition, 53 recliners, TV video, toilet, continental door, courier 
seat, drinks machine, power door, long ticket. 
Clearance price - Straight £65,000 a piece. Reason for sale: 
unwanted birthday present 
SETRA S$ 215 HD - Choice of 2 Kassbohrer 49 seat super luxury 
touring coaches. Every conceivable extra. 6 month warranty. 
A true thoroughbred vehicle. 

1988 SETRAS 215 HRI - Choice of 2 Kassbohrer 49/53 seat, fully appointed 
executive vehicle. 6 month warranty. Released from our own hire fleet. 


New 1990 vehicles order book getting fat! Talk to us NOW to avoid delay 
and disappointment. Selected later vehicles available. Ask for separate list. 
DIRECT LINES 
Harry Kell 0932 843685 
(Southern Area Manager) 


RING 0522 500115 


Andy Timms 0625 877658 
(Northern Area Manager) 


ie Kassbohrer 
Setra. Perfection in coaches. 


Kassbohrer (UK) Limited, Sadler Road, Doddington Road Industrial 
Estate, Lincoln, LN6 3RS. Telex: 56522 SETRA G Telefax: 0522 500118 


SETRA UNCLASSIFIED 


SETRA 215 HD 
1987 (D reg) 49 seat 
exec, i.e. toilet, video 
etc, painted in white, 
with history. 


£81,000 + VAT 
ono 
Finance can be 
arranged 
TEL: 0293 773638 


(5602/SA) 


LEASE — THE EASY WAY 


@ For sound, sensible advice on all your fleet replacements. 
® Minibus * Coach * D/Deckers * Service & Welfare Buses ¢ 


“New or Used We Lease Them All” 3 


Private Operators — Public Authorities — Nursing Homes. 
Release Valuable Capital, Flexible Deals to Suit 
!!'YOU THE CUSTOMER!! 


ALLIANCE LEASING & FINANCE e 
0902 743178 — 09074 7355 (after hours) Fax: 0902 757781 $ 
: LEASE * LEASE PURCHASE * H.P. * LEASE BACK. e 


CONTACT US NOW! (5091/UN) @ 
Mri 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


COACH 1984 BOVA CALYPSO 
N e D Py Y e SALES 


53 E type seats and courier, radio 
Quarrington Hill - Durham 


Tel: O91 3771802 


Bargain a no offers 
After hours: 091 2852239 
(0207) 233698 


4, 
wy 


1975 LEYLAND 
NATIONAL 


48 dual purpose retrim seats, 
taxed & MoT, radio cassette, 
wheel disc. 


£4,659 
HURST’S OF WIGAN 
0942 47703 


(5607/UN) 


TURNERS 


COACHWAYS 
PRE SEASON 


SALE 


1984 VOLVO BI0M - 
LAZER 57 seats....£45,000 


1981 VOLVO B58 DOMI- 
NANT II57 seats £23,500 


London Bus 
Sales 


FLEETLINE VOLVO 
AILSA 


Double deck. 


LEYLAND 
NATIONAL 


10.3 metre, 2 door. 


London Bus Sales, 
London Buses Ltd, 

500 Chiswick High Road, 
London W4 5RG. 


Telephone: 01-227 6514 
01-227 6517 
Fax: 01-227 6515 


(33637/UN) 


SERVICE BUSES 


Sound, clean, straight, N Reg Leyland Marshal, 49 Express seats, Webasto, 
TC Dec ‘9 


N Reg Bristol RE (Gardner), 53 seats, ECW, TC Jan ‘91 (choice of two). 
M Reg Bristol (Leyland), 53 seats, ECW, TC Jan ‘91. 
L Reg Bristol RE, 53 seats, ECW, TC Mar ‘91. 


These buses are in above average condition and can drive straight into 
profit. 
Prices from only £5,500 to £7,500 each 


N.D.Y. 


FOR QUALITY SERVICE 


Coach repairs and painting 


Floor to roof refurbishing 
Glass stockists 


(5440/UN) 


C Reg 1989 DENNIS 
IVECO DAILY JAVELIN PLAXTON, 


i 53 seats, low mileage, 
Diesel excellent condition. 


£56,000 


Luxury conversion, including lift-up 
roof vents, 12 HB seats, full soft 


ne tian aaatcaien? 1988 (F) MERCEDES 1979 (V) VOLVO B58 
new. 10 months tax and MoT. 811 Alexander, 33 seats DOMINANT 


£7,500 + VAT ono £28,000 20dy, MoT November 1990, very re 
liable work horse, £1,400. BED! 
BEDFORD YNT 1981 (X) BEDFORD | POMINANT Ii’'3 seats Not Decon 
; chanics ve 
TURBO 1982. 29 seater Plaxton apedseamae. pot + VAT. Tel oe 
Plaxton Supreme V. Taxed & MoT £7,500 eeerarasuceiacsereaees 


June ‘90. 12 metre body, 53 seats . 
plus courier. In first class All in very good 
condition inside and out. condition with long 
First to see will buy BRISTOL LHS, 29 seater, reg 1.1.81, 
test. MoT 17.8.90, good condition, £8,250. 
£17,000 + VAT. FIAT DAILY, 12 seater, reg 1.5.83,MoT 11982 KASS BOHRER 


For further details; 29.4.90, reclini ts, £2,750. Vehi- 
Tel. 0785 760666 Tel. (0698 792145 cles surplus due to replacement. Tel. |SETRA 215HD 49 seats 
(saan hy, | 99708 79ST Te Sumiigeteldresches = 6 [with all usual extras 


USED VEHICLES - SEATS - GEARBOXES - SPARES - USED 


NATIONWIDE 
DELIVERY OF PARTS 
AND SPARES 


Two- 1977 LEYLAND 
NATIONALS - 49 seats, tested. 


FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION 
CONTACT 


559086 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK PLUS SUNDAYS BY ARRANGEMENT _(33225/UN) (om? 


- SPARES - USED VEHICLES - SEATS - GEARBOXES - SPARES - 
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HI one- 1976 DAIMLER TURN TRASH 

oO FLEETLINE - 76 seats, tested. INTO CASH a 

= VEHICLES COLLECTED 

1, Two-1975 LEYLAND DISTANCE NO OBJECT. = TU RNERS 

lia. lm FULLY RECONBITIONED SEMI/AUTO ii< a 

Abeer a | 

Es pat Aa SEDDON 2 B R [ STO L 

5 ardner engine - tested. OF BARNSLEY TEL: ‘a 0272 
‘VAST SELECTION OF GOOD 

s USED ) SPARES & GLASS 02 2 6 72 5 7 02 5 

— Fax. 0226 726605 SS rs 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


clean, low mileage. £25,000 


1985 BEDFORD YNV PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3200, (57), power door, radio PA. New MoT. 


£37,000 


1984 BEDFORD YNT TURBO, ZF 6 speed, Duple Laser, (51), power door, radio/PA, side 


3s ERRINGTONS 


NEW TOYOTA CAETANO OPTIMO GL, 21 seats & courier and table, white with red 
interior, immediate delivery from stock. Buy now and save price increase. 

NEW FORD TRANSIT DIESEL DEANSGATE PSV (14). Immediate delivery. 

1988 TOYOTA 6 CYL TURBO CAETANO OPTIMO GL, radio & PA, 18 seater, large boot, 


locker, MoT June ‘90, very clean. £28,750 


1979 BEDFORD YMT PLAXTON SUPREME IV, (53), power door, MoT 3/90. £7,750 
1978 (T) FORD PLAXTON SUPREME, (53), re-upholstered, very clean, power door and 


radio, MoT Oct ‘90. £8,250 


1978 BEDFORD YMT PLAXTON SUPREME EXPRESS, MoT 6/90, power door. £6,500 
ALL PRICES PLUS VAT 


Evington, Leicester LE5 6DQ. Tel: (0533) 730421 


(33642/UN) 


WK KK KKKKK 


» O&O. 0. 0.0,0. 0.0.9, 0.0,0.8.8e! 


1988 VOLVO B10M 
Paramount 3500, 53 
recliners + courier, rear 
sunken toilet, rear 
continental door, TV, 
video, drink machine, full 
draw curtains. 
£85,000 + VAT ovno. 
Will take older heavy 
weight P/X. 


1977 BEDFORD 
YMT 
Supreme Ill choice of 2, 
1 Paramount front. Both 
tested till 1991. 
£6,000 and £7,000 
+ VAT ovno 


Gloucestershire 
(0594) 562158 
0831 457044 


(5598/UN/74 


0. 0.0, 42.0. 0,9,0,0, 9.9.0.0, 9.0. 8o! 


KKK KKK KK 
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New 425 Duples, immediate and early delivery 
SL, SLX and EX Specifications available 


REM RRER EERE EMH 


1982 LEYLAND TIGER, 
Plaxton body, 53-seater. 


1985 LEYLAND TIGER 245 
LAG, full executive, recent 
new engine and gearbox. 


1985 LEYLAND TIGER 245 
Plaxton Paramount 3500, full 
executive, recent new 
engine and MoT. 


1982 VOLVO B58 Van Hool, 
full executive, recent new 
engine. 


1983 LEYLAND TIGER 245 
Plaxton Paramount, recent 
new engine and MoT. 
Tel. 
(0970) 828288 (day) or 
(0970) 84319 (eve) 


(8120/UN/71) 


See Se te De We te He De He He te He te De te INI HD De Ae eH HEH 


» alin alin clin clin ain clin ain alin ain ain cin in ain in in 


1983 VANHOOL ASTRON. 
60 seats, toilet, video, 
fridge, drinks, new engine 
1989. Full MoT, excellent. 
£46,000 
1983 VANHOOL 
ASTROMEGA. 74 seats, 
toilet, video, fridge, drinks, 
new engine 1988, 11 
months MoT, private plate. 
£45,000 
1985 VOLVO P95 B10MT. 
67 seats, video, toilet, 
fridge, drinks. All possible 
extras fitted, long MoT. 


£71,000 
All in excellent condition 
with work available 
Tel: 0767 81382 (day) 
0462 814695 


(eve & weekends) 
(8157/UN/71) 


W NORTH PV 
LTD 


new and used 

spares to fit Bristol 

RE, LH, VR, FLF. 

Leyland 

Leopard/Atlantean 

and many other 

single deck and 
double deck PSVs. 


Tel. (0977) 
682415 


(33226/UN) 


LEX TILLOTSON 


BUS & COACH SALES 


AT GREATLY 


CONTACT: GEORGE ANGUS 


on 041 425 1530 


Please mention Coachmart when replying to an advertisement on this page 


DUE TO REPLACEMENT 
COACHES THE FOLLOWING 
VEHICLES ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR SALE 


1984 VOLVO B10M, VAN HOOL 
SUPER HIGH. Full executive, 50 re- 
clining seats plus. “1 MoT'd 
Jan ‘90, TVj- - sunken 
toilet, hg “achine, fridge, 
full drave....ains, driver's bunk, 
Webasto, 6-speed ZF gearbox. 
£50,000 ono, NOW £49,000. 


1976 AEC PLAXTON SUPREME Ill. 
53 ‘E’ type seats, rear toilet, good 
condition inside and out, radio/cas- 
sette, Mold March ‘90, 6-speed 
manual ZF gearbox. £6,500 ono, 
NOW £5,500. 


1981 AEC PLAXTON SUPREME Ill. 
53 ‘E’ type seats, MoT’d March & 
April 1990, choice of 2. £17,500 
each ono, NOW £16,500. 


1977 FORD R1114 PLAXTON SU- 
PREME. 49 seats, radio/PA, 6- 
speed manual gearbox, good con- 
dition inside and out, MoT’d Feb 
‘90. £4,500 ono, NOW £3,500. 


1973 FORD R1114 PLAXTON. PARA- 
MOUNT. 45 seats, new engine and 
gearbox, MoT’d Sept ‘90. £3,000 
ono, NOW £2,000. 


1985 MERCEDES BENZ 608D. 20 
high back Vogel seats, tinted glass, 
un-liveried (white), radio/cassette, 
large boot, MoT'd Oct ‘90. £11,500 
ono, NOW £10,500. 

1979 LEYLAND LEOPARD. 51 seats, 
MoT'd July ‘90, good condition in- 
side and out, radio/cassette, cur- 
tains, 6-speed auto gearbox. 
£11,500 ono, NOW £10,500. 


All the above vehicles have 
service records available and have 
been kept to the highest standards 

and are all subject to VAT. 


Contact Allan or Willy Mason. 


on 0506 822342 


(5435/UN) 


(5426/UN/73) 
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UNCLASSIFIED 


1991. 


Feb 1991. 


March 1990. 


BLYTHSWOOD 
MOTORS LTD 


1175 ARGYLE STREET, GLASGOW 
All Mercedes 2 years warranty 


or 200,000 kilometres 


NEW MERCEDES 814 TURBO, 28 seats, boot, stock 
NEW MERCEDES 814, 33 + 9 standees, lux or stage 
NEW MERCEDES 811, 29 + 13 standees, stage or 


NEW MERCEDES 33, 811 auto Reebur wee ig 
NEW MERCEDES 709, 25/29 L. Pen, 11 si 
NEW MERCEDES 814, coach spec, 25 reoinern "33 L 
r, carpet spec 


bh MERCEDES 6090, 24 coach seats, power door 


NEW TRANSIT, 16, diesel, 5-speed, sidedoor, stock 
NEW TRANSIT, 15 seats, 5-speed, diesel ‘taba stock. 
NEW TRANSIT, 15, diesel, automatic, stor 

| aoe jel 12, diesel, lwb, hi spec, Pi petrol, 


NEW TRANSIT, 14, diesel, 4 i rer: luxury, stock. 

NEW TRANSIT, diesel, SW! driver, stock, 

NEW TRANSIT, 16, diesel, ol conse coach seats + 

5 standees, luxury or service spec, stor 
‘W TRANSIT, 


NEW TALBOT, 14, PSV; diesel, chair, ramp 


/eeks. 
NeW MERCEDES 508, 18 seats, or 4 wichairs and lift. 
es 508, 16, power door, or 18 seats, 


NEW MERCEDES 308, high roof, 12 seats, stock. 
NEW MERCEDES 408, 16 seats, luxury, stock 


ALL OPEN TO REASONABLE OFFERS 
89 MERCEDES 609, 24 seats, power door 


89 SIT, 12, diesel, front entrance 
89 MERCEDES 609, 26 + large boot, (June) 


ve Sr Tle video 


SVAN 00 VOLVO *ALIZEE, full spec 
- se Hot i oben 60 seats, full spec 
HOOL 10 EXECUTI' 
8 vowvo BERKHOF EXEC, full spec, new test 
82 VOLVO VAN HOOL, 46 + toilet, 
rot VOLVO GOLDLINER, full spec 
JAF 200 Exec, 48 + 


LEOPARD Willowbrook service 
CHOICE OF 82/83/84 MERCEDES, 19/; ie seat, all tested 


Tel: (041) 2213165 or 
(041) 6396107 (eves) 
Open 7 days — portable 
phone (0836) 704938 
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OLD BARN GARAGE 


28 PRESTON ROAD, BRIGHTON, EAST SUSSEX 
1988 LEYLAND TIGER CUMMINS 290 
DUPLE 340. 55 recliners, Telma, 
continental exit, speed limiter, MoT Feb 


1988 DENNIS JAVELIN DUPLE 320. 53 
recliners, Telma, speed limiter, 
Webasto heating, double glazing, Mot 


1987 BEDFORD YNV DUPLE 320. Air 
suspension, 59/61 seats, power door, 
speed limiter, gangway carpets, MoT 


1985 LEYLAND ROYAL TIGER, 

PLAXTON 3500. 52 recliners, courier 

seat, plug door, speed limiter, Telma, 

low mileage, MoT March 1990. 

1978 FORD R1114 PLAXTON SUPREME 

Mk V front, 53 seater, MoT Dec 1990. 
PART EXCHANGE OR HP 

ARRANGED 


TEL: 0273 605711 DAY OR 
0273 504059 EVE & WEEKENDS 


(5505/UN) 


1979 BEDFORD YLQ 
45 seater, 10 mtr 
Plaxton, MoT 
January 1991. 
£7,000 + VAT 


1976 VOLVO B58 
Esterelle, 53 
seater, 11 mtr, MoT 


January 1991. 
£9,500 + VAT 


1980 VOLVO B58 
Plaxton, 53 seater, 
11 mtr, MoT April 


Pog; 
£18,000 + VAT 
TEL: 0556 68250 


(5172) 


1976 (R) BEDFORD YMT 


53 seater, Duple, new Dom 
4 front, tidy coach, tested 
until 15-1-91. 


£3,950 
1972 A.E.C. 
Plaxton 12M 


53 recliners, new Supreme 
4 front, clean coach, good 
workhorse, tested until 
4-4-90. 
£3,500 
Tel: 0524 701213 


(5192/UN/73) 


: 1 DUPLE GOLDLINER, full 


executive, Y reg ........ £20,000 each 
DAF VAN HOOL, 49 seat, 1977 
FORD PLAXTON SUPREMES, 53 
seats, 1977/82 
FORD DUPLE DOMINANT Il, 53 
seats, 1979 
BEDFORD PJK PLAXTON, 29 seat, 
1975 retrimmed 
FORD ALEXANDER, 27 seat, 1975 
MERCEDES 207D, 122 seat, 1980 
FLEETLINERS AND AN 
NATIONALS, all teste 
LEYLAND LEOPARD DOMINANT 
IV, Express, 49 seat, W reg 
All plus VAT. Part exchange may 
be considered. 

0377 87323/87343 


(5657/UN) 


VAN HOOL ASTROMEGA. Full 
spec. 69 reclining seats plus 4 
tables. Kitchen/servery. 240 volt 
mains. Webasto heating. Hot 
drinks machine, fridge etc. 330 
horse power Mercedes engine. 
MoT July 90. £49,000 + VAT. 


1987 VOLVO B10M PLAXTON 
3500 MKII. 49/53 reclining 
seats. Full spec. Video, drinks 
machine, demountable toilet. 
Centre carpet. Blinds to 
windows. MoT Dec ‘90. 
£78,000 + VAT. 


1989 FORD SAPPHIRE 
COSWORTH RS. £16,495. 


NO OFFERS or TIMEWASTERS 
PLEASE! 


Tel. 0403 65313 


(5540/UN) 


CRESSWELL COACHES 


1984 VOLVO B10M Van Hool Alizeé, 53 reclining 
seats, double glazing, cassette, radio, P.A. 


£55,000 ono + VAT 


1982 DAF MB200 Jonckheere Bermuda, 53 reclining 
seats, toilet, TV, video, Telma, courier seat, radio 
cassette and P.A.. 


£32,000 ono + VAT 


1981 LEYLAND TIGER 218 Plaxton Supreme IV, 57 
seater, Bristol dome, radio, cassette, P.A. 


£29,000 ono + VAT 


1981 LEYLAND LEOPARD 680 6 speed manual, 
Plaxton Supreme IV, 53 seater, Telma, Bristol dome, 
radio cassette, P.A. 


£19,000 ono + VAT 


1978 FORD R114 Plaxton Supreme Ill, 53 seater 
p/door, radio, P.A. 


£5,000 + VAT 


1985 MERCEDES 190/2-SD sunroof, p/steering, 
h/rests, c/locks 


£14,500 ono 


for further details contact 
DAVID CRESSWELL on 0283 217215 or 
0283 217229 


1983 
LEYLAND TIGER 
245 PARAMOUNT 
3200 


57-seater, blue and maroon, 

brown moquette, radio/pa/ 

cassette, power door, speed 
limiter, semi-automatic. 


£33,500 ono + VAT 


1984 
BEDFORD YNT 
LAZER Il 


53-seater, blue and maroon, 

brown moquette, radio/pa/ 

cassette, ZF gearbox, power 
door, speed limiter. 


£25,500 ono + VAT 
Tel. (0734) 713257 


(5571/UN) 


PLAXTON 
SUPREME 
EXPRESS 


11M with Gardner 6 HLX engines, 
ZF gearboxes, available now. 
Alexander ‘Y’ type, 53 seat service 
buses, in good condition. 


Tel. A. J. BOWEN 
031 333 5333 (OFFICE) 


or 
031 337 2321 (HOME) 


(5411/UN/73) 


(5670/UN) 
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1973 
FORD 53 SEATER 
DOMINANT I 


Power door, radio, taxed, 
tested May 1990. 
£2,000 


MERCEDES 609D, power door, 24 seats, luxury. 
MERCEDES 609D, deep boot, 24 seats, luxury. 
FORD TRANSIT, petrol, 16 seats, power door. 


MAY 1985 
BEDFORD DUPLE 
LAZER YNT TURBO 


53 seater, radio/cassette, 
PA system. Excellent 
condition throughout. 
MoT’d Oct 1990. 
£30,000 


EMBLINGS 
COACHES 
Tel: (094 575) 253/210 


(5433/UN/74) 


1964 BEDFORD J2 PLAXTON EM- 
BASSY, 20 seater, recon engine, new 
gearbox, tyres, tacho within last 5,000 
miles. PSV MoT May ‘90. £2,000 + 
VAT ono. Marlborough (0672) 514155. 

(5608/MB) 


1983 ‘A’ REG FORD TRANSIT. ‘Sweet FREIGHT ROVER 350D, 
16’, 2.5 DL diesel engine, overdrive, 
soft trim, high backed moquette seats, 

MoT to Dec '90. £7,950 + VAT. CLIN- 
TONA MINICOACHES. Tel. Brentwood 
(0277) 215526. (5662/MB) 


830303 office hours. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
RENAULT P.S.V. MINICOACHES 


RENAULT TRAFFIC 
DIESEL 


@ 14 seater coach 

@ 3 years’ warranty 

@ Holdsworth Conversion 
@ Leasing from £71 

per week + VAT 


DIESE 


@ 3 years’ warra 


per week + VAT 


high back seats, high roof, year’s MoT, 
white with blue interior, parcel racks 
and soft trim, £7,000 + VAT. Tel. 0920 


RENAULT MASTER 


@ 16 seater luxury coach 


@ Cymric Conversion 
@ Leasing from £90 


COACHBUILT HAWK 709D, 29 seats, luxury. 
COACHBUILT HAWK 811D, 33 seats, luxury. 


1988 (F) FORD TRANSIT DIESEL, 16 seats, power door. 

1986 SHERPA COACHBUILT, power door, 16 plus 5 standees. 
1985 MERCEDES 608D, 21 seat, long MoT. 

1985 (B) PETROL TRANSIT, |.w.b., 12 seats. 

1978 FORD R111R PLAXTON SUPREME, 53 seats. 

1978 BRISTOL LH PLAXTON SUPREME, 41 seats. 


(33154/MB) 


SCOTT of Bellshill Ltd 
contact: George Stratford tel: 0355 235186 


1985 (C) 
MERCEDES 608D 


Reeve Burgess 19 seat coach, twin 
tanks, curtains, radio cassette, 
Bristol dome, good condition 
throughout. 


reg 1985, 16 


BEDFORD 
MK Il 


12 seater, MoT Nov ‘90, 
clean vehicle. 


£1,950 + VAT 


Tel. 01-592 7453 day 
04022 50425 eve 
ESSEX 


(5586/MB/74) 


(5471/MB) 


£14,850 + VAT ono 
REDLINE TRAVEL 
WHEATLEY HILL DURHAM 
Tel. 0429 820700 821980 


(5409/MB/73) 


MERCEDES BENZ 608, 1981, new 

MoT. 21 coach seats, good condition. 

£6,500. Tel. 0728 830358 (Suffolk). 
(5413/MB/73) 


Ex DEmMo SALE 


PEUGEOT TRI AXLES 


PULLMAN 22 + 7 STANDEE 
MANY EXTRAS 


PULLMAN 22 + 7 STANDEE 
MANY EXTRAS 


PULLMAN 22 + 7 STANDEE 
MANY EXTRAS £18,995 


OTHER EX DEMO VEHICLES IN 
STOCK INCLUDING PSV WELFARE 


CONTACT 


£17,995 


£19,295 


L 


nty 


DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN THE U.K. 
DEMONSTRATION MODEL AVAILABLE 


EXCLUSIVE AGENT FOR THE CYMRIC CONVERSION 


Enquiries invited for all types of minibuses 


(0554) 890436 
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PETER WEINLING 


061 873 7618 


(5434/MB 


ROBINS 
& DAY 


when replying to an advertisement on this page 


(5442/MB) 


ISSUE 574 


M2M 


Last one available at 
this price! 


MERCEDES BENZ 
609D 26 seats 


26 high back moquette seats 
set on tracking. Full soft trim, 
interior colour coded to seats, 
two full length luggage racks, 
stereo radio cassette with four 
speakers, lift up roof vent. 
Saloon heater, electric 
intake/extract unit with 
aerodynamic cowl. Dim/bright 
interior lighting. Extended 
side skirts. Tinted windows. 
Decorative curtains. Wheel 
trims. 


£23,000 
COMING SOON 


MAZDA Diesel, 14 seats, 
£9,500 


BEDFORD MINI Diesel hi-top, 
13 seats, £9,700 


DUAL PURPOSE VEHICLE 
MERCEDES BENZ 609D, 24 
high back moquette seats, full 
luxury spec, plus power door, 


7 


WITH CIF AND 12 MONTHS’ 
ROAD TAX INCLUDED 
THESE ARE SIMPLY 
UNBEATABLE PRICES 


Tel: 061-494 6117 


Made To Measure 
Minicoaches Ltd 
Ashton Road, Bredbury, 
Stockport SK6 20N 


(Adjacent to exit 15 on M63) 


MADE TO MEASURE 
MINICOACHES LTD 


P.S.V. Specialists 


(33641/MB) 


1985 C-REG IVECO 
DAILY DIESEL 
Highroof, highback seats, full 
luxury trim, 14 seater, radio, 
cassette, choice of two, both 
repainted white. 

1 year’s MoT 


£6,500 + VAT each 
Contact Smith & Sons 
Coaches. 0828 27310 


(5476/MB/73) 


ISSUE 574 


USED 


Sherpa 16 seat minibuses, Carlyle bodies, diesel, power 
doors, current PSV, registered 1986 from £7,500 + VAT. 


Sherpa 18/20 seat minibuses, Carlyle bodies, diesel, 
power doors, current PSV, registered 1986/87/88 from 
£10,450 + VAT. 


Iveco 49/10 Manual aoee Hotel specification vehicle, 21 
dual purpose seats. 500kg. luggage area £27,500 + VAT. 


Sherpa 20 seat, Carlyle body, dual-purpose seats, 
luggage rack, registered 1989, as new, £20,500 + VAT. 


purpose options. 


power doors. 
Transit diesel 16 high backed seats, Mellor body, All prices subject to VAT. 
registered April 1986. 12 months PSV £8,650 + VAT. Contact Chris Jones or 
Bedford Maxeta Auto 35 seat, 12 standees, first reg Robin Westbrook. 
1982, power doors. Long PSV. Choice of 2. £9,250 + VAT 
each. Hire Purchase and Lease Facilities. Written guarantee. 


Contact Dennis Skinner or 
Andy Greenway. 


BUS CENTRE 


Mercedes 709D and 811D, 25/33 seat, models 
available in full bus specification with coach and dual 


Iveco 21 and 25 seat minibuses, 2'/, litre diesel, power 
doors, choice of bus or coach seats and trim. 

DAF 400 20 seat minibuses, 2'/, litre diesel, power 
doors, choice of bus or coach seats and trim. 

Carlyle community body, 15 seater minibuses, diesel, 
removable seats, Henderson tail lift, ultra low step, 


021-454 4808 


Carlyle Bus Centre Limited, Waterworks Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham B16 9DB. 


Mercedes Benz 
407D. 

Welfare coach by Reeve 
Burgess. 15 seats all on 
floor tracking. 
Wheelchair lift to rear. 1 
owner, approx mileage 
120,000Km, first 
registered 1973 


1989 DODGE 
S46 
MIDI BUS 


24 moquette seats plus standees. 
Power doors, full soft trim, 
driver's partition, destination 
equipment, 27,000 miles, taxed 
and MoT’d until 1991. 


£4,500 + VAT £18,950 

Please contact One Only 

Reg Barter on Telephone: 
0792 405398 061 6434182 me 


og ie 
Rs CaS 
Wwe! 


PJ} OF WA 


INTERNATIONAL 


HAVE FOR SALE 


5 x 1 IVECO, 25 seat buses, ex stock [ 3 | 
2 x MERCEDES BENZ, 29 seat, DP, ex stock. 
1x IVECO, 20 seat, Welfare Coach, ex demo. 
1 x MERCEDES BENZ, 20 seater bus, ex demo. 


RING FOR DETAILS OF OTHER VEHICLES IN 
STOCK & EX DEMO 


on (0489) 582211 or (0709) 829090 


(8169/MB) 


NEW 


CONCEPT 
COACHCRAFT 


1989 Freight Rover, PSV, 16 
H/B coach seats, TV/video/ 
radio cassette/full PA/HTR, 
tinted windows, soft trim, par- 
cel racks, new COIF and an- 
nual, still under F/R warranty 
till April, 6,000 miles....£13,950 


1987 (E) F/R Spec as above 


1987 (D) F/R Spec as above 
£10,950 


1986 (D) F/R Spec as above 


£10,500 


1986 (C) F/R Spec as above 
£9,950 
REDUCED IF NO TV AND 
VIDEO 
ALL NEWLY CONVERTED 
TERMS AND WARRANTY 
AVAILABLE 
TEL: 061 861 8666 
(Business hrs) 
061 861 8421 
(Evs/Weekends) 
0831 408084 
(Mobile) 


(5404/MB) 


FIAT IVECO, 1986, ELM body, high 
spec, high back seats, boot, power 
door, tested till Nov 1990, white with 
fawn and gold interior, £10,000 + 
VAT. Tel. 0920 830303 office hours. 
(5472/MB/73) 


VW LT 50 BASED OPTARE BODIED 25 
seater PSV. E reg, v/l/mge, tested 8/90, 
cloth trim, diesel/automatic. Superb 
vehicle. Only £24,995 + VAT. Tel. 01- 
573 3227. Hayes, Middlesex. 
(5632/MB) 


1987 FREIGHT ROVER 16 seater 
diesel, excellent condition, high back 
moquette seats, radio, PA, low 
mileage, full service record, Weki cam 
belt, brakes relined, MoT 10/1/91, 
£8,750 + VAT. Tel. 01-643 1643 (Sut- 
ton). (5645/MB) 
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| MmiNiBUSES FOR HIRE UNDER £10,000 


16 SEAT W REG FORD TRANSIT, Dor- 
mobile, PSV, MoT Nov 1990, some 
new cross members, lower sides and 
back re-panelled, resprayed in white, 
unwritten, ready for use. Offers. Tel. 
0249 720200. (5583/MB/74) 


FOR HIRE 
OR SALE 


Leyland Nationals Mkl, 


S REG FORD 


J 53 seater, Dominant Il, 
tested June ‘90, power 
door. 


£5,000 
Tel. 0795 660269 


————|__ (5568/PB) j= 


TWO BEDFORD REEBURS (1980) for ' apts: 
refurbishment, diesel, 17 H/B seats, no 
MoTs. Best offers secure. Tel. 0249 
782401. (5587/MB/74) 


Contact 
Peter Levett on 
0702 355724 


(5563/FH) 


FOR HIRE 


1986 (C) TRANSIT, vg condition, 16 
high back moquette seats, rear heater, 
radio, cassette, overdrive, diesel, MoT 
Dec ‘90, £8,500 + VAT. Tel. 0243 
868080. (5467/MB/73) 


BEDFORD 466 


3 DIESEL MINIBUSES FOR SALE. C& i Plaxton body, 

reg, one annual ti une. Price range 

£5,500 to £9,500 ono. Tel. 0532 730711 Low height Bristol MoT and taxed, 

anytime. (5547/MB) ; reduced for quick 
VRT’s and 52 seat sale. 

Mercedes 608D, 1985. 21 seats, lug- Leyland Nationals. £4,500 OFFERS 


gage racks and boot, full soft trim in- 
terior, radio/cassette, PA, twin tanks, 
full MoT. £14,250 + VAT. Market Deep- 
ing (0778) 342224. (5578/MB/74) 


Contact Ron Jenkins Tel. (0525) 376943 


(Chief Engineer) 


Yorkshire Traction 
Telephone: (0226) 202555 


(34895/FH) 


(5649/PB) T= 
—— ae 


r 


FORD TRANSIT, 15 seater, Moseley, 
PSV, T Reg, MoT Sept, FSH from new, 
very good condition, £2,000 + VAT. 
Tel. 091 488 1559. (5534/MB) 


FOR SALE 


1976 LEYLAND 
LEOPARD 
DOMINANT | 


Power door, radio pa, 
curtains, Webasto, 6 new 
tyres, new diff, 12 mnths MoT, 
exterior white, 49 seats. 


£9,500 plus VAT 
Tel. 01-952 4772 or 0965 


L__ (5445/PB/73) 
a 


a no) 
1979 FORD R1114 VAN 
HOOL 300. 53 seat, good 

condition, tested April 

1990. £5,500 
1972 BEDFORD 466, Van 
Hool body, fully 
converted, exhibition 
coach, with bar, carpets, 
tables and chairs. 


£1,750 
Telephone: 067 94343 


|__ (5633/PB)_ = 
QQ | 


1974 and 1975 Bristol VRT’s Gardner Engine, ECW 77 seat body. 
Newly painted white for the quick application of your livery. 
Or for hire on a daily basis. 
Contact Ron Jenkins, Yorkshire Traction 
Tel: (0226) 202555 (8116/DD/71) 


1966 LEYLAND PD3/MCW, 2 cab, rear 
platform, manual, PSV expired De- RADIOS 


cember, mechanically excellent, good 
condition, any inspection, ideal driver 

TWO WAY 
RADIOS 


trainer, preserved tours. £3,200 ono. 
Tel. 0698 66496. (5441/DD) 

CIBS and private channels, 
main station and mobiles 


1973 DAIMLER FLEETLINE. 72 seater, 
MoT Aug ‘90, very good condition. 
£2,750 + VAT. Tel. (0272) 710251. 

(5666/DD/74) 


1974 DAIMLER DMS. 79 seater, Tacho 

fitted, £4,250 + VAT. Tel. Lodge 

Coaches of Essex. 0245 31262. 
(5515/DD/73) 


1977 DAIMLER FLEETLINE, 76 seats, 
East Lancs body, refurbished, newly 
tested, recon engine, £7,250. P/X cons- 
idered. Tel. 069887 242 day, 289 or 264 
evenings. (5449/DD/73) 


TICKET EQUIPMENT 


TRANSPORT TICKET SERVICES 


For quality reconditioned ticket ma- BEDFORD YRT DOMINANT I. To be 
chines (Setright and Almex). Tickets: dismantled (engine, gearbox and so 
Rolls, books, weeklies and passes. on). Contact Ray Theobald on 0705 

Cash bags, punches etc. 580522. (5162/DG/73) 


Fast, professional ticket machine re- 
SPEED LIMITERS 


pair and modification service. 

ROMATIC WEST COUNTRY AGENTS. 
COUNTY COMMERCIALS from £390 + 
VAT. Fitted, Chippenham Depot (Junc- 
tion 17, M4). 0249 443904. ASK FOR 
CHRIS. (34845/SL) 


BEDFORD YRO 
1976, new engine 
and gearbox, 
brakes, reseated 
fully, 1 years MoT. 
£4,000 


0532 452678 


Re-advertised due to 


i t 
DISMANTLING a 


Ss =a |) 


available. 


Tel: (0533) 393118 
day or 
(0533) 874940 eves 


(5545/RA) 


BREAKING FOR’ SPARES. Ford 
Willowbrook 002 Express. All parts 
available. Tel. (0902) 606382. 

(5402/DG/73) 


BEDFORD 


29 seater, Plaxton body 
coach, 1978, MoT. 


£4,750 ono | 

Enquiries: 01-948-8443 
N. Weeks. Viewing 

08054-323 P. Stark. 


Illustrated brochure available. 
For personal service contact us on 


(060084) 650 


Yew Tree Cottage, 


Newcastle, Monmouth, Gwent. 
(33611/TQ) 
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T REG FORD 
] PLAXTON 
. SUPREME 


53 seats, new engine, 
excellent condition 


£8,000 
Tel. 0795 660269 


(5569/PB) >; 


~ 1978 (July) FORD 
DOMINANT II 


53 seater, very clean and reliable 
10 months’ test, 4 months’ tax, new 
tyres, batteries. Tacho etc, 6,000 
miles on new engine, Turbo water 
pump etc, used P/H, only 2 owners 
Must sell due to owner retiring. 


£5,995 + VAT ono 
ring for details 
Tel. 0262 673047 or 
0742 426149 
—— (5197/PB) 


THIS SPACE |S 
] THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE WAY 
OF SELLING 
COACHES 
UNDER £10,000 
Call (0733) 63100 


and ask for Sue Jones 


1972 BEDFORD 
YRO DUPLE 


45 seats, tested Oct ‘90, 
reliable vehicle in daily use, 
reconditioned engine, 
tubeless tyres and rims, spare 
parts including screens. 


OFFERS AROUND 
£1,800 + VAT 
Tel. 0226 717425 
——==— * "(5582/PB) = 
(—_) = i) 


FORD DUPLE 
f/ DOMINANT 1978 \f 


53 seater, full MoT, recon 
engine, autumn tint interior, 
blue exterior. 


£7,000 ono 
Tel. 0304 614149 


THIS SPACE |S 
THE MOST 
EFFECTIVE WAY 
OF SELLING 
COACHES 


UNDER £10,000 
Call (0733) 63100 


and ask for Sue Jones 


ISSUE 574 


REPAIRS & RECOVERY 
M1. H COACHWORKS Lid 


PSV SPECIALIST REPAIRS AND CONVERSIONS 


* * x LEEDS & & & 


* Hot Water Boilers * Fridges * TV and Video 
* Coachbuilt toilet * Servery Units 
* Coach heating systems installed and repaired 
Quality resprays & signwriting 
Accident damage repairs 
VBRA approved repairers 
Contact us for quotations, helpful advice and 

above all, genuine service Phone 
0532 * * kSTAR QUALITY IS OUR HALLMARK + * * 0532 
New Princess Street, Holbeck, Leeds LS11 SBA 441671 

(Located 1 minute from M1/M621 junction) 

(After hours phone 0532 520079) (34240/RR) 


PSV HIRE 


A joint venture offering a comprehensive range 
of vehicles, short term rental or Contract Hire. 
SINGLE & DOUBLE DECKERS MINIBUSES 
43-78 SEATS 16-25 SEATS 


COACH AND BUS 
BODY REPAIRS 
AND RESPRAYING 
AT REALISTIC 
PRICES 


BLASFORDS are based in 
Central Essex. 


ANDY GREENWAY 


Phone now for your 


2 requirements. 
BP RANSPORT BUS CENTRE 3 TEL. (0245 362054 or 
0254-390816 021-454 4808 ~“ 0860 728254 


(anytime) (34700/RR) 


BARNSLEY 


COACH 


TRIMMERS 


CAMSAL ENGINEERING LTD 


Quality reconditioned engines, FORD, BEDFORD, DAF, 
LEYLAND, PERKINS, ROLLS ROYCE, VOLVO etc. 


Customers own unit can be re-con if required. 
Delivery and fitting service available. 
Westmead, Cutmaple, Hedingham Road, 
Gosfield, Halstead, Essex. 


Tel: (0787) 61603 


(33627/RE) 


STOCKPORT 
PETROL AND 
DIESEL 
ENGINEERING LTD 


First class quality, 
exchanged, 
reconditioned engines. 


Ford, Bedford, 
Leyland, Perkins. 


All engines 
guaranteed. 
Nationwide delivery. 


FITTING SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


Telephone: 
061 873 7924 
Unit 3, Discovery Works, 
3rd Avenue, Trafford Park, 


Manchester M17 9XX 
(33619/RE) 


ISSUE 574 


0226 712051 


PSV SPECIALISTS OFFER FOR 


NATIONAL, LEOPARD, 
TIGER and RELIANCE 


@ FULLY RECONDITIONED ENGINES 
WITH FREE FITTING 


@ GEARBOXES RECONDITIONED OR 
SERVICE EXCHANGE 


@ RECONDITIONED HEADS, BLOCKS 
AND CRANKSHAFTS 


AVON DIESEL 
COMPANY 
(0454) 313805 (Bristol) 


(33623/66) 


RECOVERY 


SOUTH COAST - 24 HRS 
RELIEF VEHICLES AVAILABLE 
BASED PORTSMOUTH 


COACH RETRIMS AT 
A REALISTIC PRICE 


FROM £1,000 


(33634/RR) 


EASTGATE FURNISHINGS. The Oper- 
ator’s choice. First class retrims, roofs, 
linos and soft trim interiors. Friendly 
service guaranteed. Unit 3, Thornton 
Road Ind Est, Pickering, N Yorks. Tel. 
(0751) 72229/75071. (28903/RR) 


REPAINTS 


Quality coach and bus 
paintwork at competitive 
prices 
Body work, mechanical 
repairs, preps for PSV testing. 


SOUTHEND 
TRANSPORT LTD 
Southend-on-Sea 

Essex 


ANY DISTANCE 
Tel: (0705) 591615 (DAYS) 
(0705) 473046 or 
(0860) 206889 (EVES) 


(8143/RR) 


0702 355724 


(5606/RR/74) 
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BLACKPOOL TRIM 
SHOPS LTD 


Interior trim specialists 
Roofs, floors, seats our 
speciality 
Your own seats trimmed same 
day in coach moquette — from 
£1,000 


Largest stocks of coach 
moquette 


Brum Grove, off Ansdell 
Road, Blackpool 
Tel. 0253 66762 

— Bob Taylor 


(33250/RR) 


WEBASTO 
IN THE NORTH 
* SALES 
* SERVICE 
* PARTS 
Ensure your heating system is 
working and efficient 


Mls H COACHWORKS Ltd, 


LEEDS 
(0532) 441671 


(34829/RR/70) 


RETRIMS 
b 
the sree 


PETERBOROUGH 
AND SWINDON 
0733 238583 


(34667 RR 70) 


COACH 
RESPRAYS 


By the Experts 


DRAPERS 


COACHWORKS 
01-692 9304 


Coach Section 


Mechanical work undertaken 
(33622/RR) 
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HEAVY-DUTY 
BUS AND 
TRUCK 
SHOCK 
ABSORBERS 


An unbeatable combination 
Of high performance and 
rugged construction. 


Tried, tested and 
successfully proven under 
most severe and extreme 

operating conditions. 


For Further 
Information 
contact: 
Ashley Banks Ltd 


on 
Tel: 0778 36651 
Fax: 0778 56721 


(33221/VE) 
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VEHICLE SPARES 


TREVOR WIGLEY 
& SON LTD 


THE PROFESSIONAL 
PSV DEALERS 


TEL: 0226 723147 
0226 716479 (Eve) 

MOBILE — 0836 581848 FAX — 0226 700199 
* Top prices paid for redundant Buses & Coaches * No quantity 
too large to handle * Immediate payment on collection * 
SPECIAL OFFERS! Leyland Nationals 10.3 metres 75/76/77. 
Leyland Atlanteans, all with current tests. 

WE NEED YOUR SCRAP VEHICLES!! 
ENGINES — BOXES — DIFFERENTIALS VRT AEC 
BEDFORD FORD DAIMLER LEYLAND 
LEYLAND NATIONAL 
Glass and many more spares 


RING 0226 723147/5 lines 
TREVOR WIGLEY & SON LTD 
Carlton, Nr Barnsley, South Yorkshire 


(33645 VE) 


QUEENSBRIDGE fey 
(PSV) LTD 


) 
25) “ 


Suppliers of spares for all 
makes of PSV vehicles 


Transmissions, Gearboxes and 
differentials 


Gearboxes: 

Leopard GB 340's and 350’s Bristol RE RV 68, 4 and 

Atlantean AN 68 GB 390's 5 speeds 

Daimler Fleetline MK111 

gearboxes complete with 

transfer box 

Differential units for all 
SV vehicles 


and 396's 

Leyland Nationals 393, 394, 
395, 397's 

Bristol VRT RV 90s, RV 77's 
RV 84's 


A complete range of new and full re-conditioned parts, 
units including: 
@ Semi-automatic 
running gear 
@ Fluid Flywheels 
@ Starter Motors 
@ Ep units 
@ Engines 


@ Relined 

brakebands 
@ Angle Drivers 
@ Alternators 
@ Mitrebox 


All major units carry a 18 months unlimited mileage warranty. 
FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY, no quote too large or too small. 


Contact Mike Wetherill or Howard Holt 


Southern Depot 
1 Butcher Row, 
London E1 
Tel. 01 790 1733 
Fax. 01 790 8053 
Telex 8954146 


Northern Depot, 
Sheaf Street, Crown Point Road, 
Leeds PS10 1HD 
Tel. 0532 340200 
Fax. 0532 340164 
Telex 8954146 
(5017/VE) 
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BRIDGEWATER GEARBOX CENTRE LTD 


12 months warranty Nationwide delivery 24 hours Turnaround 
We specialise in : ZF VOLVO, MAN, DAF, 6-speed, 4.76 + also AEC S670/3 
SEMI AUTOMATICS —- ALL RANGES 
TELEPHONE: (0278) 787777 - MANCHESTER 061 833 2594 - NORWICH (0603) 259320 


(5157/VE/73) 


VEHICLE LIVERY GARAGE EQUIPMENT COACH CATERING WANTED 


aAzZSso/N5 
Cg 


IN 


FOR SALE 


FUEL TANK 600 GALLONS, 
plus hose, connections and 
stand, £150 ono. 


C.E.T. Ltd. 


introduces 


The “new” 2.25 litre Kettle Jug. 


WANTED 


Executive Coaches for February half- 
term (from Feb 16th). 


FUEL TANK 4,000 GALLONS, 
plus hose, connections and 
stand, £300 ono. 


OUTSIDE STEAM CLEANING 
RAMPS, 40 foot plus, £450 ono. 


Tel. 021 471 2000 
or 021 472 6520 


(5156/GE/73) 


TRAINING 


DRIVER TRAINING 
PSV and HGV 


BCT Qualified Instructors 


DRIVING INSTRUCTOR 
TRAINING 


to NCVQ assessment standard. 


London Coaches 


For details please phone 


01-877 1722 


(33631/TG/66) 


COMPUTER CUT 
VEHICLE 
LIVERIES 


LETTERING & 
GRAPHICS 


5&7 YR VINYLS 
ONLY PLUS A 
FIXING SERVICE 
01-736 0951 


FAX: 01-371 9403 


PARSONS GREEN LANE, 
FULHAM, LONDON SW6 4HJ 


(5530/VY/74) 


EMERGENCY SERVICES 


Tandan Riuelimac 
Bo VEACEUVEAL £7C TIAA 


Complete with moulded base. 
H.D. Plug & Socket. 


Complete hot drinks product for 
£49.80 inc VAT + postage. 


C) Offers 15 cups of beverage from one 
filling. 


)] Thermostatic control — fast boil. 


Easy to install — minimal 
connections. 


Available only on 24 volts. 
C) Low battery drain — fully insulated. 


Portable system — easy to transfer to 
alternative vehicles. 


CJ Two year no quibble guarantee. 
0 British made product. 


€ 1.5 litre jug also available on 12 or 24 
volts 


9 and 10 day tours from 
various parts of the country. 


Any deckers wanted from 63 
seater upwards. 


Contact Arkle Travel 


Tel. 0803 292973 


(5120/WA/73) 


1988/89 VOLVO B10M, Highliner, pre- 
ferably Plaxton 3500 Exec Spec, cash 
available or existing finance cleared 
etc. No shuttle bus or dealers please. 
Tel. Dave Philp on Dunfermline 0383 

726398. (5550/WA/74 


WORK WANTED 


COACH TOUR CO-ORDINATOR, ex- 
perienced in costing and arranging 
tours for brochures and group travel 
connections with holiday companies 
for coach hirer. Any area considered. 
Apply to Box No. 5579, Coachmart, 
EMAP Response Publishing, Went- 
worth House, Wentworth Street, 


Specialist coach/bus servicing 
and repairs, 24 hr cover with 
fully equipped breakdown 
vehicle for either roadside 
assistance or suspended tow in 
Central London and 
surrounding areas. Specialising 
in repainting, glass 
replacement, coach/bus 
valeting, electrical and fuel 
injection services 


Telephone 
01-568 1736 daytime 
01-571 2233 after 7pm 


(5605/ES) 


SAFETY 
KNE, FIRST 


The world’s finest workshop and 
industrial inspection lamps 


—_ 


Phone 
£8 (0925) 813972 
@B™ for free brochure 


SAFE, RELIABLE AND THE BEST 
KELVIN NORTON ELECTRIC CO 
(W'GTON) LTD 
Elizabeth Dr, Padgate, Warrington, 
Cheshire WA1 4J0 
(34636/GE/70) 
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C.P.C. 


We offer 100% money back if you 
fail and we have classes with 
100% pass. Our material was 

rewritten December 1989. 
Homestudy or intensive. 


098 456 310or KS 
0273 515649 after hours 


SAVE £££’s 


On your fuel bunkering costs. 


We offer a 
National Bunkering Service 


For more information contact: 


COUNTRYWIDE 
DERV LTD 


36 Coombe Valley Road, Dover, 
Kent CT17 OEX 
Tel: (0304) 202934 
(0304) 211685 
Fax: (0304) 210273 


(5028/FS/72) 


Peterborough PE1 1DS. (5579/WW) 


CPC HOLDER with tive international 
Licences looking for not too commital 
position with company in South east 
area. 30 years’ experience in coaching 
industry. All enquiries answered. Box 
No.5144, Coachmart, Wentworth 
House, Wentworth Street, Peterbor- 
ough PE1 1DS. 5650/WW) 


= < 


a 
MADE IN BRITAIN eva 


Combined Export Trader 


P.O. Box 639, Woburn, MK17 SPH 
Tel. 0525 290368, Fax. 0525 290595 
(5438/CC) 


VERY EXPERIENCED INDIVIDUAL, no 
ties, Class/PSV, CPC National and In- 
ternational, mechanic, wonders if any- 
one would like to employ him in any 
capacity, driving, management, would 
prefer seasonal basis but willing to 
talk. Tel. (0234) 742855 (eves). 

(5668/WW) 


AUDIO & VIDEO 


NATIONWIDE VIDEO, DRINKS AND FRIDGE 
INSTALLATIONS 


We will fit at your premises if required. 
No need to take the coach off the road. 


14in - £1,095 16in — £1,295 20in — £1,395 
Fully Inclusive - TV/Monitor, Video Player and Full Installation. 
Hot and Cold Water Systems and Fridges 
48 HOUR SERVICE 
We supply for immediate delivery all radio cassette, pa systems 
and microphones at very competitive prices 
Leasing Facilities Available 
Autotek distributor 
Pro-Coach distributor 
For all your Audio/Video and catering requirements contact: 


VIDEOFIT SYSTEMS LTD 
TEL 061 860 4409 


(34827/AV/70) 


Please mention Coachmart when replying to an advertisement on this page 47 


TENDERS UNIFORMS BUSINESS. WANTED 


INVITATION TO TENDER 


BUS SERVICES IN 
OXFORDSHIRE 


Oxfordshire County Council invites tenders for the 
provision of financially-supported local bus and school 
transport services, mainly in the Witney and Oxford areas, 
to begin in April 1990. 


Operators who have previously registered their interest in 
tendering are being sent the appropriate documents, and 
therefore need not re-apply. 


Other operators who are interested in tendering should 
write immediately, to the Director of Planning and Property 
Services, Speedwell House, Speedwell Street, Oxford OX| 
ISD or telephone Dick Helling, the Public Transport 
Officer, on Oxford (0865) 815859. 


Closing date for receipt of tenders is 2.00 pm on Tuesday 
27 February 1990. 


The Council does not bind itself to accept the lowest, or any 
tender. 


David Young 
Director of Planning 
and Property Services 


February 1990 


(5564/TE) 


(Ahead Of The Rest) LTD 


UNIFORMS, SHIRTS ETC 
H/COVERS, CURTAINS & FITTINGS 
LARGE & SMALL ORDERS 
ACCEPTED 

EMBROIDERY & SCREEN 
PRINTING AVAILABLE 


UNIT 10E GOLDTHORPE IND EST 
GOLDTHORPE, NR ROTHERHAM 
YORKS S63 9BL 


TEL 0709 897660 
AFTER 6pm 
0226 759154 (34242 UF) | 


Gi Mts, 
GO ywireD 


FOR VALUE & QUALITY 
UNIFORMS 


* Large or small contracts * Larger 
selection of colours and materials for 


that individual look * Stock service 
available * 1989 brochure out soon 
* Competitive prices 
Contact Uniforms Unlimited, 
39/45 Cavell Street, London E1 2BP 
Tel. 01-790 0371/1153 
Fax. 01-791 0710 
Bus and Coach Uniform Specialist 
(33699/UN/66) 


Le 


AUCTIONS 


DOES ANYONE 
WANT TO SELL ME 
THEIR BUSINESS? 


Large or small, out right or 
part sale, company buy out 
etc. Prefer freehold with 
accommodation. 


Please apply in confidence to: 
BOX NO. 5669 
COACHMART CLASSIFIED 
EMAP RESPONSE PUBLISHING 
WENTWORTH HOUSE 
WENTWORTH STREET, 
PETERBOROUGH PE1 1DS 
(5669/BW) 


BETTER 
VALUE 
FOR 
MONEY! 


Classified £9 pscc 
Sits Vac £10 pscc 
Subscriber lineage: 
50p per word! 


(0733) 
898111 


ADT AUCTIONS LTD 
REDGATE LANE 
BELLE VUE 
MANCHESTER M12 4RX 


TUESDAY 13TH MARCH 1990 
COMMENCING AT 11.00AM 


The bus and coach industry has been demanding a 
specialist sale for it’s used vehicles for a long time. In 
response to this demand ADT Auctions are pleased to 
announce the first in a regular series of dedicated bus and 
coach sales, which will be held at Belle Vue on Tuesday 13th 
March 1990. 


The ADT Auction centre at Belle Vue is the most modern in 
Europe, and the facilities of the Commercial Vehicle and 
Plant Department are ideal for this type of sale. The facilities 
consist of a secure 7 acre site, fully concreted, with covered 
sales area, cafeteria and restaurant, computerised 
administration offices manned by a fully experienced staff, 
and ample parking for non-sale vehicles. 


We have a commitment to nearly 100 entries at present, but 
would be delighted to accept further entries. 


For further details please telephone Derek Bolt, Duncan 
Ward, or Paul Clay on 061 230 6000. 


ZVyg Auctions /f,, 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST AUCTION GROUP 


(5175/AU) 


ADT AUCTIONS 
NEWCASTLE 


will sell on behalf of a 
major finance company on 
Tuesday 13th February 
at 11am. 


1987 ‘E’ Mercedes 609 
Diesel, 24-seater coach, 
PSV, test till Nov ‘90, 
power door, 
Reebur conversion. 


1988 ‘E’ Mercedes 609 
Diesel, 20-seater coach, 
test expired Jan ‘90, power 
door, Reebur conversion. 


For further information, 
contact: 

Darren De-Jong 
091 2700077 at 
ADT Auctions Limited 
Whitley Road, 
Longbenton 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
Tyne & Wear NE12 9SQ 


PV id Auctions /f-4 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST AUCTION GROUP 
(5513/AV) 


Please mention Coachmart when replying to an advertisement on this page 


WILLIAM H. BROWN 
AUCTIONS 


On Instructions from Briggs Coaches on 
cessation of business 
Wednesday 21st February 
at 1.00pm 
COACH GARAGE, CHARLESWORTH 
STREET, 


CARR VALE, BOLSOVER, 
CHESTERFIELD 
Sale by Auction of 
7 COACHES (25-27 seats) 
6 SERVICE BUSES 
2 FORD GRANADA 1986 SCORPIO 2.81 
SALOON CARS 
GARAGE EQUIPMENT - SUNDRY SPARES 
2 LENNOX G.30 - 154 GAS HEATING SYSTEMS 
Terms — Cash or Bankers Order/Draft on day 
of sale. 
Full detailed lists - 
10 Regent Street, Barnsley. 
Telephone: (0226) 299221 
(5646/AU/74) 


WILBYS 


COACHMART 


11 YEARS 
AUTHORITY IN THE 
MARKETPLACE 


ISSUE 574 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Established 
Coach Business 
in Mid Ulster 


3 coaches, garage, 
offices and yard, with 
parking facilities for 
20-30 coaches. 
Property available for 
lease or purchase. 


Excellent opportunity 
for expansion. 


Phone 0762 337101 


for more 


information 
(5567/BFS) 


ESTABLISHED 
COACH BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 
EAST MIDLANDS 
AREA 


Contracts and private hire, 5 
licences and coaches, well 
maintained, garage owner 


__ wishes to retire owing to 
illness, only genuine inquiries 
please. 


Apply Box No 5600 
Coachmart Classified 
EMAP Response Publishing 
Wentworth House 
Wentworth Street 
Peterborough PE1 1DS 
(5600/BFS/74) 


REGISTRATION NOS. 


0247 270749 


CX! 3688 £145 HX! 147 
2771 CZ. 
DIL 1066 
DIW 034 
DJ 141 

DRY 337. 
DUI 102 


Bargains 
OUI 842 

899 WPK 
VO! 612 

RXI 2727 
GIL 2993 
KOI 1115 


£195 NOI 252 
£195 NXI 928 
£995 1A 760 
£995 OIA 504 


£245 


ies 


GX1 698. 5 . 

GXI719.... £275 "6278 LIB 5689... 
WN ALL OF OUR REGISTRATION NUMBERS. £100 

SECURES. GUARANTEED TRANSFERS. 27 MARKET HILL 


PORTADOWN, CO ARMAGH, 0762 840797, 
MOA A583, N. IRELAND, FAX 0762 841649. 
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INITIAL REGISTRATIONS 


If available any number can be secured by phone with deposit on credit card or on receipt of your 
cheque. We handle the transfer completed in approximately 3-5 weeks. Full list available on 
request. Perspex Easi-clean number plates from £12 delivered. VAT on some numbers. oI 


29 SEACLIFF ROAD, BANGOR, N. IRELAND BT20 5EY 


EAGLE REGISTRATIONS 


FAX 0247 465039 


£1,495 O1A 5098 £125 TO! 2345 £900 x1 870 
£175 OIA 95 £465 UIA 433 £230 Via 972 
£265 Old 47 £475 UIA 857 £300 yin 2000... £385 
£160 OlJ 802 £265 UlJ 331 £265 yin g7i4 £135 
£255 76 OZ £2,995 UlJ 701 £255 x1) 943 £260 
£185 PIA 2792 £175 UlJ 506 £235 
£155 PIA 2030 £195 UJ 7711 £195 

£1,195 PIA 3222 £265 UlJ6 £1,795 
£435 PIA 157 £285 UO! 485. £215 
£425 PID 111 £895 UO! 735. £395 Fpui £1,995 
£445 Pld 757 £285 USA 623X £325 HFIL 412 £565 
£195 PlJ 2222 £495 VIA 78 £495 Bxol £595 
£395 PlJ 6842 £155 VIA 900 £495 BSiJ 328 £695 
£185 POI 7595 £175 Vid 67 £445 PMIB 190.......£1,295 
£235 PX! 1010 £295 VJ 68 £445 Hl OIA 760 £295 
£275 PX! 8710 £125 VIJ 203 £265 fl AIW 2051 .......£385 
£275 PX! 8709 £125 VJ 600 £535 

£1,295 RIA 483 £265 ViJ 861 £265 

£1,295 RIA 333 £565 VIJ 79 £595 
£185 RIA 952 £275 Vid 4 £1,995 
£985 RlJ 318 £395 VIJ 367 £320 
£375 RO! 7076 £195 VO! 6013 £125 
£445 SIA 421 £275 VOI 394 £250 
£175 SIA 1303 £195 VOI 470 £245 
£265 SIA 659 £275 VOI 6812 £135 
£445 SOI 3025 £175 VOI 313 £375 

£2,995 S01 639 £275 VO! 862 £255 Bargains 
£175 8803 SZ £545 WAO 9995 ........£350 fro tio 
£150 SZ 2483 £595 WIA 593 £250 PX! 8709 
£265 TBA 25R £325 WIA 576 £245 PX/ 8710 
£155 THY 213 £660 WO! 5351 £475 RX 2389 
£245 TIA 662 £285 WO! 1320 £165 
£225 TlJ 248 £265 WO! 535 £395 
£165 TH 119. £295 WO! 313 £325 
£535 TI 87 ae WOM 38T £195 

Tld 327 255 899 WPK £395 

£595 TIJ 6666 £425 XIA 520 £325 {Ol 1811... QOOOOOOOO 000000000000 00000008 
£325 TJ 3131 £265 XIJ 298 YO 412 £895} 
£695 TIJ 118 £435 XO! 400 Yo 74 
£295 TIJ 1000 £525 XO! 829 YOI 9955 
£235 TO! 5008 £195 X01 509 £235 


i 


NATIONAL NUMBERS (CNDA member) 
Tel: (0642) 360066 — (0964) 542070 

PO Box 20, Norton, Cleveland TS20 1¥Z 
Free Lists — 20,000 plates on computer 


£66 2 £149 
NKH 27A NIB 5387 
NKH 280 | anche’ can NIB 5388 
NKH 72a | yteo" voor | iB 8390 
72n vehicle within NIB 3837 
NIB 5159 
£250 
BDZ 409 
FX! 107 
£350 
WSU 293 
WSU 294 
Price of £149 LSU 256 
VAT £450 
OAO 457 
KSU 673 
RSU 684 
261 ATX 


(34828/RN) 


| Transfer 
fee of £80 


MJ! 7335 


Fax: (0642) 550500 


IF YOU ARE 
READING THIS SO 


ARE OVER 5,000 
OTHERS 


Please mention Coachmart when replying to an advertisement on this page 


OLD ESTABLISHED 
COACH BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 


NORTH WEST KENT 


Contract and private hire, 
12 licences, large yard and 
working area. Mixed fleet, 
well maintained, owner 
wishes early retirement. 


£240,000 


Apply to Box no. 5466 
Coachmart 
Wentworth House, 
Wentworth Street, 
Peterborough PE1 1DS 


(5466/BFS/73) 


COACH INSURANCE 


COACH 
INSURANCE 


Fleet and single 
vehicle operators, 
Continental extensions 


CONTACT: 


LAWRIE INSURANCE 


CONSULTANTS LTD, 
7 Cray Buildings, 
Footscray, 

High Street, Sidcup, 
Kent DA14 5HL 


Tel: 01-302 
7521 7522 


(33314/C\/66 


SMALL COACH 
BUSINESS 
FOR SALE 


NOTTS AREA 


3 coaches, 1 mini bus, 
4 contracts. All tools 
and spares. 
Garage on lease. 


Tel. 0623 650241 


(5572/BFS/74) 


COACH INSURANCE 


MMM MMM My My 
4 PERSONAL SERVICE * 
x AND x 
* QUALITYCOVER * 


« P.S.V. Insurance, 
«from minibuses to 
4 Coaches. Instalments * 
4 and finance available. x 
Schemes for * 
experienced 
businesses (5 yrs). 
x Ring Cherry Insurance 
Commercial Division x 
* on Hornchurch (04024) 
*« 53121 4 lines or x 
Crawley 0293 548277. % 
Ask for David or 


Richard. x 
@ 102 High Street, 
: Hornchurch, Essex ‘ 
RM12 4UH. 
XK @ 4, The Boulevard, Crawley, 5 4 
Sussex, RH10 1XX x 


OO Le 


PREMIUMS INCREASED? 


We have over 20 years of experience arranging insurance 
packages for coach operators. 


LOOK! 


* Insurances arranged for single vehicle and large 
fleet operators, also new business ventures 


welcome. 
* Continental extensions daily/annually arranged. 
* Travel packages arranged UK and Continental. 
* Personal, friendly attention given to all enquiries. 


for public and private hire. 
* Easy payment terms available. 
Please contact: 


WRIGHTSURE 
INSURANCE GROUP 


Wrightsure House 
27 Booker Avenue, Liverpool L18 40Y 
Tel: 051 724 2266 


or 


5 Dixon Street, Glasgow, Scotland G1 4AL 
Tel: 041 2216775 


EASED? 
* Also available, exclusive facility for taxi operators 
3 
© 


or 


Wrightsure House 
62 Maidstone Road, Grays, Essex RM17 6NF 


Tel: 0375 378371 


(33238/Cl/66) 


49 


ACHMART SUBSCRIBER OFF 


oachmart is offering its valued subscribers 50% discount on all vehicle sales 


SELL YOUR C lineage advertisements. 


This is your chance to reach over 5,000 operators for only 50p per word! 


COACH FOR AS Coachmart, the longest established weekly for the industry is available on 


LITTLE AS subscription only-operators actually request and pay to receive Coachmart each 
week. 


f1 4 50 VAT The cost per word is just 50p. Advertise your coach to over 5,000 operators for as 
2 + little as £12.50 + VAT. 


SUBSCRIBER OFFER PRICE 
E1.00-persword 50p per word + VAT 


Reach your buying market with Coachmart - our friendly and efficient staff will be pleased to 
guide you in the right direction. 


Ring our Classified Hotline and quote "Subscriber offer price" 


p> 073363100 < 
OR 


Complete the form below and return with your remittance to 
Alison Hare, EMAP Response Publishing Limited, Wentworth House, Wentworth Street, Peterborough PE1 1DS 


gamer ee ah ee ee ere ee eee oy et ae Ce = 
i 

‘YOUR DETAILS YOUR ADVERTISEMENT | 
' Name ip of words x PQ 50p +VAT £ 
' ’ Min 25) i 
, LOOT IEG Impact lines 2FX00 £6.00 extra +VAT ne BE 
1 COMBA reer saan RRS TS OS Totale | 
; Address ————_____1—\_—1———————— Heading under which your Advertisement 
Spe Lbaasisides epee besa sel 2 SHOUT appear ma 
Postcode ——=—-§ <A —_ _- - CERES 
I 

Telephone —————————— Starr your advertisement here — one word per box - 1 
minimum 25 words — Please write clearly in block capitals ! 
its Lie iad a] 

Signature ‘ an 
, Date ‘ Ht 


_ 


— 
io 


‘PAYMENT 


, | enclose cheque/postal order made payable to 
!' EMAP Response Publishing Limited for the 
amount of 

I 

Please debit my credit card account Access/ 

. Visa card No: 


_~ 
oo 


_ 
io 


o |©® IX IN IN 
> |= |© in ip 


_ 
oo 

Ls 

ee 


I 
| Expiry date of card 
i 


37 


MERCEDES 


SCANIA 
VALUE FOR MONEY WHILE MAINTAINING HIGH STANDARDS OF ENGINEERING (Gayppnner 


ZF 
Cc ity List: e 80 Engines th 
apacity Lis ngines per mon EATON 


e 120 Semi Auto Transmissions per month 
® 80 Diffs/Axles per month ROCKWELL 
e 40 Manual Transmissions per month AEC 
DAIMLER 
e Almost 1 million pounds of stock & core units at our 2 warehouses KIRKSTALL 
@ Ex stock availability MCW 
@ Emphasis on quality VOITH 
© Lifetime warranty on differentials (Except VR Series) mh 
e Excellent after sales service 
e All engines dynamometer tested 
@ Minimum 12 months warranty SEMI AUTO GEARBOXES 
e We welcome factory visits ane ARBOXES 
HYDRACYCLIC GEARBOXES 
OUR PRICES REMAIN COMPETITIVE BY HIGH EFFICIENCY & PRODUCTIVITY. FLUID FLYWHEELS 
NOT REDUCTION IN QUALITY MITRE BOXES 
DIFFERENTIALS 


NORTHERN AREA 0924 369946 West Yorkshire (itoure 
SOUTHERN AREA 01 561 7566 Heathrow COMPRESSORS 


LEYLAND 
CUMMINS 

ridge = 
DAF 


ENGINES 


ARTERIALROAD A13, PURFLEET, 


TELEX: 896731 ENSIGN G. 


a Fy 
ESSEX, RM16 1TB 
Ensig Nn = TEL: (0708) 865656 FAX: (0708) 865201 


1974-77 LEYLAND NATIONALS. 
10.3m bus or coach, 4/90-6/90 test 
certificates. 


1975 LEYLAND NATIONALS. 10.3m, 
2 door with 6/90 test certificates. 


“ae xa A etek he : een 


7a HOURS A DAY — 7 DAYS A WEEK __ 


YOU WON'T FIND 
ANY SHORT CUTS 
IN OUR COACHES. 


The long and winding roads of Britain are no 
problem for a Caetano Optimo. 

With its large windows, spacious interior and 
independent suspension, it’s the last word in com- 
fort. The 21 seater Optimo isn't an expensively 
sawn up and welded together van or truck. 

It's a proper coach, with chassis especially 
designed to carry people. This and independent 
front suspension make light work of pot holes, 
archaeological excavations and anything else you 


might come across on the M25. 


od 


Don't bother trying to be polite and open the 
door, it's power operated. 

And for the mechanically minded the Optimo 
is powered by a 4 litre, 6 cylinder Toyota turbo 
diesel and a 5 speed gearbox to boot. 

And when your passengers want to make an 
emergency stop for the call of nature, front discs 
and exhaust braking take care of this effortlessly. 

The Caetano Optimo. We haven't spared 
the horses or cut 


any corners. 


For details contact Steve Prime, Coach Sales Manager, Toyota (GB) Ltd, The Quadrangle, Redhill, Surrey RHI 1PX. Tel: 0737 768585, Erringtons of Evington Ltd, Leicester. Tel: 0533 730421, Salvador Caetano 
(UK) Ltd, Heather. Tel: 0530 63333, West Durham Coach Sales Ltd, Spennymoor Tel: 0388 811848, W S Yeates pic, Loughborough. Tel: 0509 217777, Yeates in the South, Salisbury. Tel: 0722 710666 


